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ON Monday, July 23, 1 a&ed Hamlet, Mr. 
Moody the CER, ding by. Mrs. - 
Blake, (better known by the name of Miſs Polly 
Durham). The. farce was the Chaplet. —-AsÞ 
was paying attention, in the fifth act, to Mr. 
Moody's Grave - digger, Mr. Kennedy (the 
manager) plucked me by the ſleeve, and ſaid, © 
Mind what you do, for Mr. Garrick is in the 
pit !“ Alt rather alarmed me; but having time 
before my entrance to reconnoitre, and not find. 
ing any likeneſs I looked upon it as a joke; and 
not hearing from any perſon that he had been 
ſeen, and ſo well known, I went out to ſupper 
and ſtaid late: But the next mornings. July 24, 
1 was waked by a meſſenger from the Fountain 
Tavern, with Mr. Garrick's invitation to break - 
WH faſt: I was of courſe aſtoniſhed at ſuch an un- 
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2 im at Portſmouth, and wondered 
ſtill more at the occafion, which in my hurried 


thoughts I could not deviſe. I inſtantly returned 
an anſwer that I would with pleaſure wait-on him; 
haſtily equipped myſelf; and entered the room 


that great perſonage then graced, made my bow, 


and received a very hearty and friendly meeting. 


— The i, CY ORE 


Here was a change! 


occurred. to me. 


0 world ! thy ſlipp'ry turns, 0 world! 
Friends now faſt ſworn, Ins 
| Whoſe double boſoms ſeem to wear one ae” E 
Whoſe hours, whoſe bed, whoſe meal and . 
Are ſtill together; who twine, (as twere) in love 


Daſeparable, ſhall within this hour, 


\ 


On a diſſention of a doit, break out 


To bittereſt enmity, So felleſt foes, | 
Whoſe paſſions and whoſe plots have broke their leep, 


To take the one the other, by ſome chance, T + 1 | 


Some trick not worth an egg, ſhall grow dear friends, | Fs 
1 And ab an Wer iſfues. „ 1 


g on this ede greeting 1 we were the Mun 


cordial, good, eaſy acquaintance that can be 


imagined: We chatted agreeably, for he ſeemed _ 
a5 pleaſed as [ really was at this WOE, alte- 
5 ration. | | 
After breakfaſt we alben on the ramparts, 
and then went to the dock-yards ; he was in ſuch 
good ſpirits that he ordered a bottle of hock to be 


made into a cool tankard, with balm, &c. It 


was at noon in the height of ſummer.” and the 
heat was his excuſe for ſo ak eras, A 


draught to him before dinner. 


My reader may be certain that whenover Me. 8 


e 1 to en, * acting and a; 
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and was hot ſurrounded by buſineſs to perplex 
him, he had it in his power to render himſelf a 


moſt pleaſing, Eg and A e com- 


panion. 


Mr. Gan an arm in arm niches me, 
was an honour I dreamed not of. He congratu- 
lated me on being ſo great a favourite; and what, 

he ſaid, was of much more ſervice, the being fo 
well acquainted with the leading people at that 
place, of which, by inquiry, he ſoon heard all 
particulars; told me, he was on a viſit at Dr. 
Garney's, 4 gentleman of eminence who lived at 
Wickham, about eight miles from Portſmouth, to 
the left of Portſdown, once a phyfician, but had 


given over practiſing—his fortune being fully 
equal to eaſe and affluence. Mr. Garrick told 


me this viſit, had been fon years promiſed; but not 


paid till nom; ſaid, that Dr. Garney was an old 
and intimate friend, and he ſhould: be there ſeven 


or eight days: Mrs. Garrick was there, and had 
ſent him as a meſſenger, with Dr. Garney's com- 
pliments and her commands to inſiſt that I would _ 
fix my own day, and give them the pleaſure of 
0 they would all return: 
So, Tate, ſays my kind Mr; Garriek, mind you 
are well provided, for we ſhall make it early in 
next weck. This obliging invitation I gladly. 


my company, which v 


complied: with, dreſſed in my beſt, and even of 
that he took nqtice, and ſaid all was well except 


my buckles, which heing, (in the preſent faſnion) 2 
large, and low on the inſtep, he obſerved were 


like a ſailor's. I did not want for lace to make 


me a gentleman - not abſurd then but ſuch 4 
figure now. would be laughed at as it paſſed along. 
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quite ſtrangers to me. They appeared: j 


Mr. Garrick received mo at the Doctor's more 


ke his ſon than merely a common acquaintance, 


to whom he meant only to be civil andiwelkbred: 
Nor was Mrs. Garrick a jot leſs kind; ſhe-ſcorned 


to be. outdone in courteſy, and met me. with. all 


that apparent regard as if a beloved relation had 
juſt arrived from tho Eaſt-Indies.. She was in- 
ttruth a moſt elegant woman: - grace was in her 
ſtep.— I was introduced to Dr. Garney, his lady, 


and ſon, and aſter that to company who. were 


what were their univerſal well-known ch er, 
every thing that was good, with power andi will to 


render their pleaſant manſion a happy reſort for 


their acquaintance; the fituation was a little 


paradiſe in every reſpe& that art and nature could 


_. contribute to make ſog it appeared to me to 
much advantage, as the: four immediate miles 
from Portſmouth till you reach Hilſey barracks, 


the country is very indifferent, very . and 


— 


all confined; for thoſe four miles are regular for- 


tiſications, ditches with draw- bridges, &c:z- ſo; 
That if it was not for the ramparts next the ſea, 
with that beautiful proſpect of the Iſle of Wight, 
the ocean, and the ſhipping, Portſmouth would 


be a very diſagreeable ſituation. In ſhort, much 


as I liked that reſidence I never could approve of 
it as a pleaſant ſummer retreat, the ramparts 


being the only good walk, and thoſe. ſo expofed 


to the ſun and reflection from the water, that it 
made the evening intolerable; nor has there been 


_ a poſſibility 1 fancy, from the laſt time Þ» was 


there, to have formed ſuch a comfortable reſource: 


* 
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re | when © once arrived on Portſdown, ample e 
e is made to thoſe who are on horfeback or in a 
: WH carriage, as it certainly muſt be, (1 ſhould ſop-. 


poſe) all open to the view of the country behind; 
and then by its other overlooking . Portſmouth, 
the fleet, Me of Wight, St. Helen's, and beyond 
Southampton, it muſt at leaſt be one of ths neſt ; 
proſpects in the world. _ 
My entertainment for the day (for L vas at Dr. 

Garney's before twelve) was as if calculated to 
pleaſe a man of faſhion. As to Mr. Garrick, he, 
being much the youngeſt man of the two, took 
me (fer two hours) to every. part of the houſe and 
garden that was worth obſervation, and to the 
high top. of an obſervatory, built by che DoQor 
for {tady, cutioſity, and proſpect, and very near 
equal to that juſt mentioned of Poriſdown. M, 
Garrick ran and ſkipped. about like a lad of 
twenty. Indeed civility and kindnels ſeemed the 
ſtudy of the day from him and the whole family, © - 
and were ;vifbly the Anbemtines and ne, to: 

wards me. J | 

Me. Garrick had —_ my benefit was over; 

but when I informed him I was to have another; 

he ſtrongly recommended my night to the pa- 
tronage of that worthy family; and ſaid, he 

would take it equally as an obligation conferred 

on himſelf, if beſtowed on his Fiend Mr, Wil- 

kinſon— (there, was. honour |!)—for Iwas a youth. 
whoſe proſperity he had at heart, becauſe 1 was 

deſerving z and added, unleſs that had been his 

opinion of me he had not invited or recom» 
mended me to the honour of Dr. Garney” s friend- - 

"oy rs 8 8 e. we . finiſhed . the 


3 4 —— 


9 — Fr, 4 
2 = => 


t " 
— — — c ĩ˙³Zu“., —p — — —— 
= 5 - LES — * 


6 NME MO1RS OF © 


% 


| evening with playing at bowls on the \ green and 


in walking. 1 did not leave Wickham till ten 


o'clock at night, and received a general invitation 
to make that houſe my own, whenever conveni- 
ence permitted or inclination prompted me. I. 
remember, when talking of plays that day after 
dinner, Mr. Garrick ſaid, that he never acted 
but to one bad houſe, and that was Abel Drugger, 


5 when there was not 40l. in the theatre. 


On my departure from this ſo truly agreeable 


day, never to be obliterated, Mr. Garrick gave 
me the play of Barbaroſſa, to be ready in that 
character, and to ſtudy Gloſter in Jane Shore, 


and jokingly faid, he hoped there would not be 


any impropriety in beſpeaking a play for Friday, 


July 27 3—© and we deſire, Wilkinſon, you will 
fix ona favourite character, and do your beſt for 


the credit of both; and damn it, Tate, Mrs. 
Garrick expects you will have a Diſh of Tea 
ready after her jaunt, by way of relaxation; and 
if you diſappoint us, Dr. and Mrs. Garney, and 
all the party will be very angry, therefore take 


care. All theſe requeſts I aſſured him ſhould 


be complied with. He eſcorted me to my chaiſe, 


and for the ſecond time in his life made me ve -4 


happy for Ton my part never wanted gratitu 

or a pride to obtain his-good opinion. But our 
ſtate of mind fo fluctuates that it is merely a 

common barometer— 7 1255 "ts . and pity 

tis *tts true. f 

Thad promiſed more, much more thaw 1 could 
make good, for I had not the leaſt doubt but any 
Play I appointed would be granted ſervilely with 

Ws ww when authoriſed by name of Garrick, 
45 5 12323 | H. 


rrick. 
Here, 


Here, twenty: I was mini kor the next day 
when I ſummoned the company, the three or 
four theatrical potentates in power pertaining to 
the petty ſtate were very refractory, each wanting 

to be principal on the occaſion; and by a ma- 
jority of votes I loſt my ſieutenaney, nor was I 


by myſelf, for Mr. Moody was not ſuffered on 


any account to be capital on this occaſion. 

A Mr. White was the yearly Garrick, what. | 
fame ſounded and reſounded from the county of 
Devon to the bounds of Hampſhire, therefore 
neither he, nor they would permit any diſplay of 


mine, as each wanted to be a ſurpriſing actor, 


and be elected by due right of merit in "Drury- | 
Lane houſe. of lords and commons. Says the 


morning gin and brandy-cag hero, with a face 10 
unknown to cleanlineſs, ſpeaking g affectedly, 


and leaving out the letter 1, Why is Mr. Wil- 


kinſon to appoint à play for this Mr. Ga—ick? 


Who is Mr. Ga—ick? Mr. Ga—ick has no 


command over our company at Port{mouth”— 
and with the utmoſt non-chalance ſaid, Ir. 


Ga—ick cannot, I think, be diſpleaſed with my 
Macheath, though, I want no fawur from Mr. 


_ Ga—ick”—afſuring. himſelf thereby of ſnewing 


even Garrick —=** Here you ſhall fee what you 8 
ſhall ſee, and by that performance. be engaged 


at Drur) 47 PER and make king David tremble... 


So Mr. White who was lord paramount, after 


as much altercation as would ſettle an addreſs to 
the Miniſter, fixed on the Beggar's Opera, Fri- 
day, July 27th, 1759 Macheath, Mr. White, 
and Mr. Moody was permitted to have the honour | 
1 N Lockit. 1 was allowed to give Tea, 
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and by oarticular devre, to pleaſe me, was added 

the Author, Cadwallader by me of courſe. It 
was with difficulty I could reſerve twelve good 
ſeats, as all the genteel people, on bearing that 
Mr. Garrick and his lady were to be there, had 
crowded early to the theatre; the firſt act was 
Kiniſhed and no Mr, Garrick had appeared, and 
on the ſecond act beginning, the audience and 
the performers blamed me for having aſſerted a 

falſehood, and by way of a hum collected them | 

to be diſappointed, and I really began to think it | 

ſtrange myſelf ; but to my great relief and ſatis- 

faction, about the middle of the ſecond act, in | 

my party came, which was to me a gratifying | 

triumph, as Mr. White was very angry at having. 

_ » played fo much of his Macheath and Mr. 3 f 

|' - not preſent, They were ſoon. ſettled and pa ? 

| — much attention, and very conſiderately my a 

Findly Mr. and Mrs. Gartick. and 443g party 1 

made a 175 of obliging me by conferring ſrong | ] 

marks approbation. f 

MIX. Garrick was fo pleaſed with my friend f 

Mr. Moody, in Lockit, Ry he ſeat for him the i 

next morning and engaged him for the enſuing { 

: 

c 

f 

: 

ſ 

t 

\ 

I 


| ſeaſon, at a ſalary of thirty ſhillings per week, he- 

| _ cauſe he told him be Joved to:encourage merit] 
 » Mr. Moody obtained Mr. Garritk's. promiſe that 
be might make his entre in the character of 
King Henry VIII. Mr. Garrick. after the farce, 
came round and inſiſted on my ſupping with 
them at the Fountain Tavern; the noble troop | 


| of ſtrangers were much increaſed by the addition 
| _ - of ſeveral gentlemen, particularly as all the me- J 
i dical AL, of . velonging to the place. , 
| 7 . | 
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went to pay their compliments to their aoquaint- 
ancts, Dr. Garney and family, and: alſo to Mr. | 
and Mrs. Garrick. Mis. | Garrick very 7 0 
thanked me for my e which before ſo 
many people certainly appeared reſpec ful, Atten- 
tive, and Kind; and I judged my fortune made.— - 
8 VV 
About half palt twelbe Mis. Garrick” was for 
retiring, and as one of Dr. Garney's friends had 
provided them beds, (not ſuffering them to ſleep. 
at the tavern,) Mrs. Garrick had to walk up he 
ſtreet to bet deſtined apartment ; Mr. Garrick, 
who never failed in attention to his lady, would 
not truſt her to the ſervant's care only, but would 
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company. He obſerved I came that evening in 
a very large handſome ſea-captain's cloak, which 


leave wear it to attend Mrs. Gafriek to her re- 
fidence, All the ladies went at the Tame time to 
private houſes, and the great little man wrapped 
himſelf in my then honoured roquelaure. He 
ſoon returned, ſaid he was pleaſed with his walk, 
as it had made him. ſo wel acquainted with my 
cloak, and which he. thought would be ſo com- 
fortable for the winter, that if he had one, many 
a walk ſhould he take in it, inſtead of going in a 
ſedan from Southampton-ſtreet to Drury-Lane; 
therefore requeſted I would not leave Portimouth 
without procuring. ſuch another, and take jt to 
e oo eee: 
The evening was very chatty; he had all at- 
tention paid him, and in conſequence ſhewed 
himſelf to great advantage. He aſked me if 1 
Cr To oo OW e 


3 
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he ſaid he admired much, and he would with my _ : | 


* 
Ys ' 


himſelf attend her, and then return back to the 


1 
2 
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bib ſeen bu dos Boote gl * he | No? y 
To which he, replied with vehemence, he hoped, 5 


for my ſake, I never. would, if. I could avoid it, 


either ſee or ſpeak to him again. What, all this 
violent kindneſs proceeded from I never could 
account for : However I thought then, and do to 
this hour think myſelf highly Pre for, to the 


obſerver, it bore r mark of kneere benevo- 
lence. and regard. 


It was three in the. 8 He TE the party 


broke up, à very, uncommon hour for him, he 
took a moſt cordial and friendly, leave, and 1 was 
much pleaſed with my affable, and agrecable « en- 
 tertainment, and wiſhed him a good morning, 
and a ſafe and pleaſant journey to his ſeat at 
Hlampton-Court, for which place he was to ſer 
© forward in two or three days. pc 

My ſecond benefit was on Wedneſday the 005 
of Auguſt, DOUGLAS, . TEA, and LETHE. 


My characters were Douglas, Old Man, and Lord 


'Chalkſtone.—1 thought it would be rude and im- 
politic when this ceremony grew near, if 1 did 
not, according to the repeated invitations I had 
received, wait on Dr. Garney at Wickham. 1 


hired the handſomeſt horſe I could, thinking that 


a poſt chaiſe for the day looked idle as well as ex- 
travagant for a diſtance of only eight miles, 


though not a failor in/Portſmouth but would have 


proved a better jockey than myſelf. To make 
which clear I muſt relate my John Gilpin's ride 
to Wickham, which has made me dread horſe- 
- back ever ſince. I had ſeldom uſed myſelf to that 
mode of travelling; for though I had frequently | 


gone from London to Hamipeon-Coyn and Rich- 
3 mond, 


* 


Pd 


ay 
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men yet it was generally in . poſt e 1 
which ever was and is my favourite me xd ; 
paſling from place to place. ' 
The oſtler of the Fountain PRA to my 2 
door a very fine- looking horſe, and obſerving f 


wore ſpurs, ſaid “ Pray Mr. Wilkinſon, do you 


often. ride on horſeback ?” I aſſured him the con- 
trary : . Becauſe,” added he, 1 beg then, Sir, 
as you are not a jockey, that I may take them off, 
for the horſe I have brought is ſo very ſpirited, 


it may be dangerous for you to keep them on.“ 


To this diſarrangement I affented, and for the firſt _ 
mile, though hemmed in by the draw-bridges, and 


going on gently, found it was very difficult, 
either by giving the horſe his own way or check- 
ing him, to keep him within the power of my art 


of horſemanſhip, but entertained hopes when I 
got into the open road by putting him into a can- 
ter that | ſhould do very well. , By degrees the 


| horſe ſeemed wiſely to comprehend that his bwn- 
ſelf- will and ſagacity were ſuperior to his riders; 


my ignorance was manifeſt to the animal, and 


as he was fully convinced I aſſumed a government 


to which | was not by any means competent, he 
was determined on rebellion, and to | himſelf 
uſurped the reins of power. The-renewal of it to 


my fancy, even now, makes me. giddy, and + | 


verily believe from that hour my brain was 
weakened, which muſt plead ſome apology ; ; and 


it is a remark of truth, that in almoſt every ac- 


cident, whether by falls down ſtairs or in the 
ſtreet, from ſix years old my unfortunate head 
has always. ſuffered... Theſe bruiſes on recovery 


1 in ſome * account for heavineſs and 


2 


+ | 1 . : 
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ſtupidity, and naturally for the jominary rays not 
to have ſhone forth: fo bright "AS -{ wiſhed them I 


Even the, night when I broke my leg, my head 


was ſo jarred on the pavement as to occaſion a 
violent ftun, and then ſuch excruciating pain 
as abſolved all notion or feeling of my leg being 
In the leaſt injured, till endeavouring to walk on 
my recovery from the pain, my leg already broke, 
unable to do its office, let me down and ſnapped 
the ance e alt ene Se gert. 
After having achieved near two miles with + 
ſafety, my Bucephalus ſet off like mad, I not be- 


ing able by any means to keep my ſaddle, but fat 


in a ſtate of fear and terror: In about half a mile, 
after he had got into this wild freek, in the nar- 
row road I met the London waggon, where with 
care there was ſcarce room to paſs by it, but to 


which this dreadful beaſt ruſhed, that the wheel 


ſtopped and checked my right leg and brought me 


to the ground, and on my fall the horſe's hind 


foot ſtruck my jaw, and made it bleed moſt plen- 
tifully. Providentially the men ſtopped the wag- 

on, but almoſt againſt their will, for they could 
not conceive-from the fury of the beaſt, and the 
ſuppoſed miſguided rage of the rider, but I was 
ſome fooliſh mad fellow eager to ſhew my horſe- 
- manſhip,' neck ar nothing. 4 9 5 te 4G, 
The wagponers behaved with more civility 
than is uſval for ſuch animals; for in general they 
certainly are merely fuch. They only damned 
me for a fetul for the) were right zure I nun 

le mad to ride dumb eafl 170 fright the waggon 
lille. But when I declared my innocence, as to 
any intended violence on their carriage, and wu 


man ſuMeient to wit the King's Pine ut! 
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like a devil upon the king's high road, for I might 
have ſeen waggen lite, and at the fame time have 


TATE MEA I's o wr. ST 


them . real aufe they thought ir a very goo 


joke and pronounted * Tſhould never be à ſports 


YeWw- 
matket. N 
While 1 was icke off the duft ani bios and 


was really much bruiſed, and with reaſon alarmed, 8 


for had not the waggoners, from ſeeitig Gilpin's 
certain danger, ſtopped the wuggon, 1 mut have 
experienced a ſhocking death, being eruſhed 
under the wheels, neat chicty rs before this 
day 6f relation, or at beſt 1 could only have ex- 


iſted as a dreadful ſpectacle, the g mettlet 


courſer having diſengaged himſelf of his 1.2 


was all the time feeding on ſuch odd bits of graſs 

as he could find. I was helped on his back and 
_ reaſſamed the reins with as much eaſe, as if nd 
accident had occurred, and 1 ons only mounted 5 


a lady's gentle pad. 
The waggoners difired me bot to ride; 


— 
FEE SS ho 


ſeen there was not room to paſs it, and poor beaſt 
was ſo quiet, it muſt have been all my fault. I 
bore this ſecond lecture with patience, ſo thanked 


Mr. Waggoner, and proceeded on my journey 3 * 
for as to dwelling longer on my ignorance it was 15 

ſufficiently explained, and would have only in- 
creaſed their contempt, not created pity, and 


therefore would be a loſs of time to us all, as 

our journey's end was quite contrary to attain- 
I determined to be very ſteady and not venture 

on the perilous canter any more, a gentle trot at 


the moſt was to ſuffice, and that with all precau- 
tion oy we were Jogging on as if by mutual agree. 
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ment with great regularity and compoſure,. when 


an officet, who was going to Hilſey Barracks, 


cried out, „ Your friend Scor r dines at Hilſey 


— do come to dinner, Wilkinſon,” —and went 


galloping on; my fiery footed ſteed, ſcorning to 
be outdone in courteſy, obeyed the ſummons with 

the utmoſt ſwiſtneſs, not by any. means waiting 

to hear or conſult my opinion as to the invitation, 
while Gilpin like, I held by the pummel of the 
ſaddle out of breath, and expected every inſtant 


my neck would be broke: I was at the laſt gaſp 
with, this devil of a horſe; for the officer had no 


thought but 1. was determined to out-ride him, 
and be at Hilſey the firſt. I found pulling or 
holding like Major Sturgeon by the main, was all 
o no purpoſe, and every moment ſuppoſed I 

ſhould be ſprawling on the ground; but on ſeeing 
the turnpike I cried out aloud, Shut the gate 


Murder | murder! For God's ſake ſhut the 
gate!” At firſt they did not comprehend me, 


but on obſerving my awkward manner of riding 
on this my flying-horſe, and my continued cry of 
„ Shut the gate,” they did ſo before I got to it; 
then another fear inſtantly aroſe, which was that 
of the horſe's deſpiſing the barred gate and leap- 


ing over it, which if he had, there would have 


been one Major Sturgeon leſs in the theatrical 
world; but fortunately the. creature, either in 
Pity to my fears or regard for his own limbs, or 
from the cuſtom of ſtopping at the gate, (which 
I cannot pronounce) halted there and that ſud- 
denly, on a ſuppoſition, may be, that the King's 
duty was neceſſary to be loyally paid, to which he 


was poſſ. by daily accuſtomed, and to my aſtoniſh- 


A 


ment, in the midſt of horrors,. he pleaſingly ſur. 
priſed me by ſo doing, for he ſcemed equal to an 
mad exploit whatever. Here I ſtayed and got 
a glaſs of water, and from the turnpike, for gene 
a mile to the left, on the irregular. paths of Port- 
down, I expected he had ſettled to reaſon, and 5 
had tried my ſkill in N e ee 
but on the up hill and down dale once more he 
began, and more ſwift than eyer, without a 
chance of my meeting with any cottage,. or mo- 
dern ſhepherd or mepherdeſßs, in caſe of accident 
or misfortune, having quite left the public road. 
For me to expatiate on the wonders I this day 
performed in the noble art of vaulting hot ſeman- 
| ſhip, might make young Aſtley fearful of a rival, 
and dare me to a zrial of Gill, The ſenſible bed 
certainly knew. what an inſignificant Major he 
had on his back, and determined to make a friſky 
day of it at my-expence. I was in hopes till he |} 
took this third unlncky frolic all would have been 
well, and that the headſtrong ſervant was ſenfi= |} 
ble of the errors he had already committed, and = 
I began to fancy myſelf an elegant prancer, when 
he rapidly flew with me to: a:precipice of very 
conſiderable, height, where I thought he would 
for his own ſake have ſtopped his career; but to 
_ convince me he was ſuperior to fear, and ſcorned 
even imminent danger, down. he plunged head- 
long to the bottom. I have ſeen ſomething like 
this heroic action in an old pantomime of Mr. 
| Rich's, called Perſeus, and Andromeda; where 
Perſeus, like a flaming god, ſuſpended by a wheel 
of large circumference, was whitled with great 
velocity around the theatric clouds, and eve 
7777777 » 
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with his migtty {word the frightfal Gorgony who 
mid raging bite was Feady te ſeize, th 
hn Andromena, his withedfot prey: One 
atal eyening the wheel and pullies broke, and 
down fell Perſeus on the harmleſs ſtuffed dragon, 
and inſtane]y the curtain was dropped to hide the 
diſgrace, and to haſten to the telief of the before 
lofty ait-ridifig od. 5 * 1 | f oY # 94 11 ; 15 5 Sedna 100 
t needs not the traveller's talent to point mine 
out as a frightful ſituation in every reſpect, as 
myſelf” and horſe had taken the dreadful plunge; 
I in idea gave up the ghoſt, thinking all was in- 
evitably over, and that there was not a poſſibility 
pdf life being preſerved 3 this was momentary. 
Eaſe from pain brings death, and fo with me- It 
Was, | gueſs, ſome minutes before I recovered 
from the ſhock of the fall, or to the leaſt ray of 
_ reſtored Tenfes ; but thank God Almighty they 
did return by degrees, though fickneſs was violent, 
the horſe ſtill lying on my thigh, my head was on 
the hilly part, an the horſe's feet At the bottom, 0 
which kept part of his weight from erolhing my 
4M * | x 1 1 e BY | | 
Alſter finding I had fo miraculouſly eſcaped with . 
fe, I was fearful, as my right leg and thigh felt 
fo much erer that the) We "os 1 but by 
deegrees pulling at the rough hill gently, I got my 
dent foot! qual to puſh bn” ike! faddle and | fs fe. 
lieved'myſelf, but yet doubted whether I was not 
in the Elyfian Fields; I was in futh à ſtate of 
_ perturbation and miſery, with pain, fickneſs, and 
wonder, that it was a delirium. When I was © 
more collected, I looked at the horſe, as he lay 
almoſt lifeleſs, and by his not making any attempt 
Sd | | | 8 to 
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to move; I feared his limbs had ſuffered; and that, 


d J ſuppoſed, would make it an expenſive ride, ad- 

E ded to my ſurgeon's bill. Staying there would 

& not do at any rate, ſo as ſoon as I was able tq 

d on my legs I {lid to the bottom, took hold of the 

„ bridle, and the horſe with great difficulty aroſe, 

Fo and was as patient as a pet lamb: I winded-him 
E round and round the tugged place as well and as 

185 gently as I could, till by ſlow degrees, aided by 

ie that ſweet maid Patience, I got him out of the 

48 dreary depth, and once more attained a part ap» _ 
z pertaining to Portſdown Hills. Notwithſtanding 

2M my third diſaſter,” I again-had courage to mount, 

y being only about two miles from Br. Garney a, 
y. and we procerded with all the regularity and gra- 
. vity of Don Quixote to the wilhed-for villa, ane 
ed arrivech at it after all my fatigues, troubles, and 
of hair-breadth ſcapes, and falling headlong down 

ey the deep Tarpeian rock. The Doctor and his 
on When I hadi related the ſtory of my woes to Mrs. 
n, Garney, ſhe was greatly alarmed, and wiſhed _ 
3 much for the Doctor's returning, that he might. 

. immediately bleed me, which ſhe inſiſted was a 
by ceremony neceſſary to be | inſtantly performed. 
elt Iagreed in opinion with her; but as the Doctor's 
by coming might not be for two hours, 1 retired: to 
ny be bruſhed, waſhed, &c. which was abſolutely - 
© op necuful, and it much refreſned me. I then Ut» 
oft fired the favour of a bottle of Madeira, but Mrs. 
of  Garney did not approve. of jt 3 and, inſtead of 
nd that potation, recommended more hartſhorn and 
vas water; but I told her that I had, on my arrival, 
lay been well provided by her kindneſs with plenty 5 
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the watery element, and now really wiſhed for 
ſomething elſe, and thought Madeira would do 
wonders: She ſhook her head on hearing this, 
and went out of the room. As I was preparing 
myſelf for dinner, ſhe politely ſent me the Ma- 
deira, and I moſt eagerly drank a full tumbler of 
it, and it revived me wonderfully; but prudence 
prevented my increaſing the drau 1 for by my 
ood will, as I was fo thirſty and hot, ai the 
Madeira | had gone down ſo deliciouſly, I could 
have finiſhed the bottle; but well it was I did 
not, for in my hurried ſtate of ſpirits, and being 
bruiſed from head to foot, it might have proved a 
more certain road to death than any dagger I had 
ever ſtruck, or any dravght of poiſon I had ever 
ſwallowed as a "mg 8 N for the 15 of my. 
country. : 
The DoQor and bis ſon did not return till 
near four, above two hours after I had arrived on 
my prancing Bucephalus. I was well refreſhed, 
and my face was in tolerable order, all conſidered, 
though it was much: ſcratched and wounded. : 
Mrs. Garney repreſented my ſtory in moſt tragi- 
cal colours; which, had it been ſo well told before 
I had drank the Madeira, ſhe might have gained 
my conſent for being bled, as J expected it after 
the violent fall 'I had endured: but on growing 
better, and thinking the Madeira had done every 
thing that was neceſſary, all reaſons or perſuaſions 
were in vain, for I obſtinately refuſed, and ſaid I 
wiſhed for dinner, and that was preferable to 
being bled: At laſt the DoQor's kind intentions 
yielded to my petulance, and the fight of the 
Bos * ſeemed to . the moſt pern ar- 
| enen 
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gument on all fides; the lancets' were changed for 


knives and forks, and 1 performed with thoſe 


weapons more dexterouſly than I or any perſon 
at table expected. We drank Mr. and Mrs. 
Garrieit's heath. ß WOT 
The Doctor inquired when my benefit was; I 


told him: — He aſked for tickets, which I could 
not have thought of carrying there in my pocket, 
becauſe a gentleman' had invited me to dinner. 


However, he begged leave to preſent me with 
three guineas for three box tickets, which I was 
to ſend him. I accepted the king's pictures, and 


of courſe ſent three ſcraps of paper in exchange. 
He defired I would come once more before I went 


to London: I accordingly viſited that pleaſant 
hoſpitable ſpot again, but it was in a poſt-chaiſe, 


not on horſeback. No more of that—no more of 


On my return the horſe either walked or went 


a gentle trot all the way to Portſmouth, and 


when in the public road, though ſeveral. gentle- 
men were returning from their evening's ride, 


he was as eaſily conducted as if he had never 
been obſtreperous. Every one was aſtoniſhed 
when I related my adventures; and, but that 
they had a good opinion of my-' veracity,” and 


ſeeing the marks on my face, and my naming 


the waggoners and turnpike-man as witneſſes, 
my ſtory would- not have been credited; for the 
horſe was. ſo genfle, and ſo eaſily guided, they 
ſaid that every one muſt conclude the rider was 


- 


| The want of judgment in me might in part 


have been the cauſe 5 but from the circumſtance. x2. 
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of the oſller s taking off my ſpurs, it was evi - 
dent he treated his riders every mow: and then 
with a frolic ; and 1 gueſs his fall had made him 


feel pain, and find he was in an error. when he 


cut that caper of enchantment which bereft me 
of my ſenſes 5 and had he not had that fall 1 
Ain he would have finiſhed my career, and 


effectually have prevented my ever ſeeing old 
Portfritouth again. BY 

I do not recollect many particulars relating to 
this ſummer campaign worth ſetting down, ſo. 


on 2 Portimouth engagement ended, 
to my advantage: But now, though 

OY ny | man, melancholy reflection tells me, 

that were I to ſet my foot in that town, . 


not one man or woman, gemleman or 


woman. exiſting whem 1 ſhould. . N 


gone! gone! 3 why ſhould I moralize, refle& 


on, or regret the — fate of mankind? ; 
ls there @ wonder in ſo well proved a certainty? 

Miſs Morriſon continued at that theatre for 
ſotae time longer, —Mr. Moody went for London 
to his new royal engagement; and Maſs Kitty 


White was ſoon. after; married to her favourite 
failor, Mr. Burdens. The mother eſcorted her 


Delaval, had engage ed her, 


2 83 daughter, Miſs Betſey, to Dublin; as 
r. Barry, by the perſuaſion of Sir Francis 


Mist Kitty was à pupil of Vir. Rich's — wv 

ſame time he was learning me and ſhe was taught 
at his academy fot acting, and there began our 
acquaintance. Mr. Rich took. infinite pains-in 
e wh. Indies Mb 5 * Mrs. Leſ- 


betten, I 


Ti" W1lkiwson. * 


Shghany was 2% 8 pupil: of his. in! 27865 and 
mae her appearance in Deſdemona. 

I cannot reſiſt montioning a hitle: 8 | 
with Which Mrs. Clive and Mr. Garrick were 
highly entertained; it was relatod to them by = 
Benjamin. Victor, who. was at-the- play on the 
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gh "IN © take more pity due, e Tf 1 
le, 5 U | 2 5 wry 3 | 
13 2 5 1 
le- ift White e oF . | 
ul b 1 1 | Wouldthey were hani. an to eu f 
. | N ; 
i? 5 tire the, reader by a long D Ns | 
„ happy my mother was to ſee her ſon, alter: 5 i 
for ſho thought a tedious abſences :. 4 
on On my arrival in London 1 . Mr. Gans > + 
ity rick was in town, waited on him, and was re» 
ite ceived by my good friend as cordially; as when I 
r had laſt ſeen him at Portſmouth. I; had ſent him 
as his cloak, for-which he poured: furth a prefuſion 
eis of thanks, and ſaid Mrs. Garrick) wuſt pay for | 
G4 his Portſmouth garment; : | 
the - At that time E frequent ay had be hone: t 
ght - breakfaſt with. him; an invitation E wauld never 
dur give or accept but on urgent or very particular | 
in _ occaſions: for give me the 3 lets 1 
&- ters, andi let me ſit ſulleniy hy mipſel during _ 3 
my wee "Oy day. is to me al ſtrange inwi⸗ 
Pe WS; 5 | tation, = 
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tation, and may always be given with ſafety; for 
I ſhould be ſure to refuſe it. At one of theſe 
breakfaſts:Mr. Garrick deſired me to be ready in 
Bajazet for the annual ceremony at that time of 
acting Tamerlane, with the occaſional prologue, 
at both houſes on the 4th and gth of November 
Me. Moſſop had been inveigled by Batry and 
Woodward to their new theatre in Crow-ſtreet, 
Dublin, which gave a great ſhock, and made a 
conſiderable chaſm” and derangement in our af- 
n 9 0 og Ee 
Mr. King was etigagedithis year from Dublin, 
and made his appearance in Tom, in the Con- 
ſcious Lovers, in October 173 9:.»w. 
Mr. King had not been there ſince the ſpring 
1750, when the Roman Father was brought on 
the ſtage, in which he acted Valerius; but Mr. 
- Garrick produced Mr. King to the public in 1248 
as the Herald in King Lear, and in the character 
of George Barnwell in 1749.—Garrick's judg- 
ment here was not infallible; and as to Mr. 
EKing it is no wonder he ſhould not have known 
which way the true bent of his genius lay, as too 
frequently is the caſe. Voung performers think 
of nothing but tragedy: I do not doubt but per- 
ſeverance would have proved Mr. King an acqui- 
ſition to the buſkin, but Mrs. Chance decided 
otherwiſe, and fortunately for the heſt.— In the 
comedy of the Confederacy he acted Btaſs, of 
which charaQer the inimitable Churchill takes 
particular notice; and that gentleman, though _ 
keen and clever in his ſatires, was not-ſtritly, 


juſt, which is rather lamentable where ſtrong and 


- 


ſuperior genius reigns. Mr. King has proved a 
if 5 0. OO 
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contradiQtion to, his ber Auth indeed} my 


very exact explanation relative to myſelf, before 


given, evinces I was not the mimic! 4 mimic; for 
ſuch as it was it certainly was my own, Which 


indeed he afterwards acknowledged, as will be 
mentioned i in proper time and place. 


On reviving the comedy of the Confederacy, 
Mr. Garrick one evening ſent for me in a great 


hurry to requeſt, as a teſt of my regard to oblige 


him, that I would play Old Mrs. Amlet: Hei ſaid 
it (truck his thought it might help to ſtrengthen 
that comedy. I in duty bound immediately un- 


dertook the part. Miſs Pope made her firſt ap- 


pearance as a regular ſtage candidate in Corinna, 


though ſhe had often acted as a child in Miſs i in 
her r Teems, Lethe, the Oracle, Lilliput, dee. c 
Not acted here theſe eight years. 
| Saturday the 27th of ry! 1759, 
Will be revived 


THE CONFEDERACY. 


| Dick Mr. PALMER. = RE +2 
Braſs js D508 
3 % 3 & » | | Tora 


Clarifla :-» > +... Mr. B Its 
ee „„ 
Corinna (ot the firſt time) 
* a Youns. arise, g 
AN 


Mrs. 1 taibe 5 by Mr. eee | 


After which the pantomime of . 
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The. * was received, and Nils Pape 


gained mugch:a —— and gave: great promiſe: of 
being: (what: ſhe: is univerſally--acknowledgedt ta 


he) an excellent performers: and ſhe has: from 
chat night to-this:day:been an ornament do the 
public as an adreſs: of thoir o.wm; rearing, andta 


vate charactes. I muſt not forget to add that m 
Old Mather Amlet was well: received; and: far 
ſoma nights rapcated, ul the Fates called me 
I well remember, on thes ſecond- night .of the 


©  Confoderacy,. Mrs. Clive: called. Miſs Pope. into 


the green room, before her going on the ſtage: as 
Corinna, and ſaid to her, My dear Pope, (a 
ſweet appellation indeed from Clive) & you * 
particularly well on Saturday night as a young 
_ aQreſs—now: take from me a: piece of advice, 
which I would have every performer attend to; 
2 ou acted with great and, deſerved approbation, 
but to night you muſt endeavour to act better, 
and expect to receive leſs applauſe ; for if you let 
' your young heart be too ſanguine, and reſt on 


the caprice of ren commendation. or praiſe, 
and find yourſel 


diſappointed; you will föoliſnly 
let it damp, your ſpirits, and you will fink: beneath 
yourſelf therefore take my N for your 
; proceeding on the fhage—— 

„The viglent,thunder of 2 "laſt Satgr- 
day on your firſt appearance was not all deſerved, 
it was only benevolently beſtowed to give you the 
pleaſing information that they were. well deſighted, 


and bad their warmeſt wiſhes that you - would 
| hereafter merit the * they beſtowed? "ap 
aff 1 vou. 


$ 


as a worthy: and amiable pri- 


i 
! 
| 
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Voung performets ſhould: N this 
* for they are too apt to conſtrue kindneſs 
and cheriſhing into a tribute due to their deſerts. 
| The play of Tamerlane was next called, and a 
= few days before that play came to its annual ro- 

tation, Mr. John Mandy made his entrie in Lon- 
don (as ſpecified by his ade of war ſigned at 
Portſmouth) in the character of King Wo p 
the night previous to that I acted Mrs. Saw. 
Mr. Davies, who was then an aſtor at Drury- 
} Lane, and who wrote Mr. Garrick's Life, and 
*the various other pieces, miſcellanies, &c. was an 
| old man at that time to me, for I was exactly 
twenty-one that November: This old gentleman = 
had ſet his heart on acting Bajazet, and when hñͥBe Þ} 
came one morning to the playhouſe and found 
me rehearſing the part, he was ſo mortified that 
he could not contain his ſpleen, but came into 
the green- room, and with an affected fit of 
laughter ſaid, Ladies and gentlemen, .only  - 
think what our theatre is come to !—finel | 
lowered indeed | for we have Henry the Eighth 
acted by John Moody“, and Bajazet by an old 
woman, (meaning Mother Amlet.) On hearing 
which, I very gravely turned round and ſaid, 
And pray, Mr. Davies, why net Bajazet bß 
one old woman as well as another ?” My old wo- 
man's retort to Mr. Davies, as the exiſting John 
Moody can witneſs, was my firſt tage wüticiſm, Ws 
and which procured an ynjverſal laugh in my f 
favours belides that of triumph to my. friend: Jobs "> 


OM John Moody, the conchman, 10 the 1e to London. : 1 | 
1 18 N wer = 
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| 8 Moody and myſelf, which I: am certain i e 
members to this day. The play of Tamerlane 
was ſtill rehearſing, and being then in favour at 


court, I was ſummoned by Mr. Holland into Mr. 
Garrick's dreſſing ros m. Mr. Garrick ſaid, he 
wiſhed to hear me repeat ſome of Bajazet's 
ſpeeches, in order to reQtify my miſtakes, which 


would be eaſier to me there than if corrected at 


rehearſal. Mr. Croſs, the prompter, was ordered 
to attend with the play. Mr. Holland, whoſe 
part was Moneſes, undertook: to act the firſt 
ſoene as Tamerlane. Mr. Garrick was in high 


now, this will be too much for my exotic ? Hey, 
Croſs, I muſt do it myſelf; what ſay you? Hey 
now. Croſs!” Crols replied, „I am afraid not 
this year, Sir, as the time is drawing near, and 
Bajazet is long, and the play muſt be done next 
Monday.“ Well now, hey Crofs! why that iz 
true; but don't you think my brow and eye as 
Bajazet How do your think I ſhould play it?“ 
O Sir,” ſaid Croſs, * like evety thing elfe you 
do- your Bajazet would be in comparable! to 
which we all bowed and affented. He then acted 

2 ſpeech or two in my firſt ſcene, and his look 
vas truly inimitable: I never mall fee his like 
gagain.““ Now my turn came, as he ſaid, for a 
private docking of luxurious branches, and here 
follows the proof of Mr. Garrick's favourite wit, 
Which I formerly mentioned. I went on reheart- 
ing with Holland, my maſter ſaying “ Very well! 
vaſtly well indeed, upon my word! Now, nov 
tthis' — till the middle of the ſcene, where repeat- 
ing the long ſpecch of © O glorious thought!“ — 
ONE, OWE C4 OB OTTT LOT Io es / ͤ en 4237 wn. 
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ficult fniſhing line “ 80 now you know my 
mind, and queſtion me no further,” My bey 
nows M 22 uu this is all Mittle: came: ſh te, 
and My ae in a bandbau.— Here nato was in 
| eager exfuetation of d t-—d as thick as my wuriſt, 


ſquitter, &; oo ot 

Toe eie reader will: ſkip abs leaf, 1 95 Sir 
Clement Flint in the Heireſs, yet I hope will 
pardon it, as I do not inſert it far. entertainment, 


which Mr, Garrick, with all his underſtanding, 
was too apt to give way to; though one of the 


to ſuch low ſtuff and ribaldry. Poets may write, 
ture that the wileſt people at times are fools. 


call right, and evince them that men are but 
them, and are ſometimes 
mind that Garrick with ſuch idle ſtuff, could not 


only highly divert himſelf, but by the belp of his 


humour. 


ene ma u. 


5 
& « Vaſtly well, bravo !”—till 1 came to RA dif- © 


and as wg. as my arm, and dn it it is a 


but fairly as the indiſpenſable charaQeriſtic mirth | 


firſt geniuſes af the world, yet he would deſcend — 
and preachers declaim, yet here is a ſtrong pic- 
Nature will take the lead in ſpite of what they 
children of à larger growth; thoſe who often 15 
teach the contrary laugh at = when you believe 
und in equal error 


with thoſe they auſterely correct. And it is er- 
tainly amazing to the cool refleQor on the human 


kingly name ſtamp and paſs it as current wit and 5 


1 actually 8 that the e . of wit > 
from 1 Garrick's s ſpontancous 1 wonderful 6 ö 
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all profeſſed admiration and ſtrong appetite for 


* e as gave promiſe for. the 


-- 


* 


fancy were retail theatrical jokes for a week or 
month following; that, on my rehearſing with 
Mr. Garrick, Mr. Holland judged it ſo comical, 
that he had never done with the joke: and fo 
faſhionable was it, that not only the gentlemen, 
- but the ladies, and thoſe that were moſt delicate, 


Garrick's jeſts on Wilkinſon. Mr. Cadwallader 
in the Author declares, he eat the prince's ſoup 
out of compliment, though it Was as bitter as 

gall and as black as his hat—ſtill 0 OR 

t ſoup.” tf 

As a relater of faQts, I cannot omit, in regard 
46 Mr. Garrick's amazing care of me as a ma- 
nager, [ was then really ignorant of the art of 
properly lining my face with Indian ink; he not 
only gave a particular charge to Mr. Johnſon, 
the houſe-keeper, who poſſeſſed judgment in 
thoſe matters, but attended in perſon by half In; 
_ paſt five, not merely to aſſiſt and ſee that it was H. 
done, but corrected and gave the finiſhing ſtrokes tin 
of the pencil himſelf, and helped to improve my jut 
face with the neceſſary red and white, and the 
yellow ochre; (but this is letting the reader too Wi in 
far into our ſtage myſteries ;) and certainly ſuch 
attention from a perſon of his rank and real in- 
dependence, was careful, pleaſing, encouragting 
and kind. I thanked him far it. 

My Bajazet, upon the word of a gentleman, 
was better than well received: I was perfect to a 
T, or, as a very old ſtager would term it, quite 
rotten in the part. However, to attempt Bajazet 
when I was but twenty years old, and ni it 


"MM 


being the Moneſes- 


! 


* 
I 


young racer, though no jockey. 4 Mr. Quin had 


been the Bajazet, and- was allowed excellent, and 
then well remembered. - Barry was in full fame, 
and Moſſop not forgot in that character; but till 


there were, at Drury-Lane, only Wilkinſon and 


Davies left at that juncture for Bajazet, Holland = 


Mr. Foote at that time had not any engage 


ment, and Mr. Garrick really acted the being of- 
fended with him ſo well, and Mr. Rich kepe his 
natural ſtupidity ſo obſtinately, that Mr. Foote 


was reduced from the preſſure of. his wants and 


bad ſtate of his finances, by way of immediate 
relief to his neceſſities, to advertiſe a comic lec- 
ture at the Haymarket theatre early in December. 


My curioſity naturally prompted me to attend his 
performance; but Jeſt I ſhould be negligent, Mr. 


Garrick ſent for me to rub up my attention, fear- 


ing I might like a lazy centinel ſleep on my poſt: 


He ordered me in ſtrong terms to be there in 
time, to be very attentive, and to bring him a 


juſt account. 7 „ 
The lecture was rather defective and lame, but 
in that whimſical delivery and oratorical fituation 
Foote was unrivalled, as he had great fpirit, 
judgment, fire, and volubility, was very equal 
and collected in a ſituation ſo-perifous and difficult. 


expected, and all to be done by himſelf. _ 
5 W's 1 , 4 . | f c 3 wy | ö 7 3 ö : : ; 1 


— 


In the firſt act of his oration he evinced all theſe 

ſhining qualities, but he had not taken leiſure, 
nor prepared himſelf by any means with ſufficient 
matter for ſuch a night's entertainment as was, 
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He was wonderfully happy as © * bot not 


was recompenſed for his 7 5 and cheered by 


the full prices as now paid at the playhouſes. 
One of his remarks was levelled againſt the com- 
bined theatres, urging, that ſeveral veteran actors 
- might be ſeen walking the ſtreets at noon ping 
their uſeleſs teeth. 
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Purpole e often the error of our 


I was too raſh; too 1 my 
Joo like the lightning, which doth. ceaſe % be 
E. er one can tay it lightens, 


Oo Apr -» 


as the ſetting ſun; for it was not a glorious but a 
cloudy and darkened hemiſphere.—However, he 


oy: all his friends, and a crowded theatre at 


Another was. levelled at Mr. Neeb, a was th 


fond of Roman triumphs, ovations, &c. allo Ad 
Italian burlettas ; in one of which thers was 4 85 
 Tneezing duet: He, faid, that hat bright mas in 
nager's time was 100 buſily employed either to | bi 
admit him or the deſtitute Minor in his hand, at 
(alluding to his then new-written farce of that 8² 
£7 name) as it was wholly occupied 1 in 1 ſhewing, | 8 
ey od the old Nn oreſs'd, 93 ; Ihe 5 . ge 
55 ns the modern Romans fneez's. | = in 


al 

| 1 chat Garrich as 100 8 to De « d: 
poſſible, any writers exiſting even from the pe 
erumbs of his table; ſo that with that penvurious pi 
gentleman no author could hope either "oe ſub· li 
ſiſtence or encouragement, | T 
"The ſecond part of his jeQure failed in every as 
eſſential point, and all his former ſatire and ſting a 
bad left neither prejudice nor effect to ſerve any en 


N 


w, it 
the 
zFFOUS 
ſub- 
every 

ſting 
> any 
f ovr 
odern 


Tarts Wilwuingon. 31 


modern play-writers. How charming are the 
two or three firſt acts of Mr. Cumberland's 


Choleric Man? but how different, or rather in- 


different, are the latter? That and other modern 
comedies, put me-in mind of Congreve's laſt tag 


to the Old Bachelor. 


| All courfers the firſt heat with vigour run, 
But 'tis with whip and ſpur the race is won. 


It may de difficult, without doubt, to ſuſtain 


and riſe ſuperior in the fiſth aQ, but that it is to 


be achieved is unanſwerably proved, whenever 


the Provoked Huſband, the Beaux Stratagem, 


the Suſpicious Huſband, and the Wonder are 


ated: In laughter, glee, and ſpirit, they riſe 
evidently to the laſt. It muſt be admitted, that 


in modern. comedics the players, as uſual, are 


brought all together for the purpoſe of moralizing 


at the eonclußon, but to very little purpoſe re- 


garding the entertainment of the audience, ex- 
cept its being a kind of jog to the nodding au- 
ditory, and the hinting it is near bed time, and a 


good preparatory lull for their night's repoſe ; and 


in conſequence going out of the theatre half 


| aſleep, half awake, it muſt frequently prove 


dangerous to many of his Majeſty's good ſubjects, 
particularly in froſty weather, as we all know the 


purlieus of Drury-Lane and Covent-Garden are 
ſlippery ways, and at beſt require wary walking: 
Therefore an avthor ſhould always endeavour, 
as far as praQicable, to make his laſt ad reſemble 
a good diſpoſition when beſtowing favours, as 
experience tells me that, be he ever ſo bountiful, 
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uileſs the laſt gift is ſurpaſſing. the firſt, che 


ungrateful receiver will feel chagrined and diſ- 
appointed, and return ſulky acknowledgments, 
or more probably no thanks at all. But, alas! 
it is eaſy to correct, and to aſſume coxcomb-like 
criticiſtm A 05 VVT 


We think our fathers fools, fo wiſe we grow; 
Our wiſer ſons, no doubt, will think us ſo, '- ,, 


So the ſecond -part of Mr. Foote's lecture was like 
a bad fifth act in a play: he was exhauſted, and 
felt but little of his former ſelf ; he ſeemed to 


have no reſource, and was reduced to beg leave 


to fit down at a table with two candles, and read 


his new piece called the Minor, which he then 
wanted to bring on the ſtage, and that was in a 


mutilated, unprepared ſtate; even for the cloſet 
it was almoſt incomprehenſible, and, as it may 


be ſuppoſed, ſuffered much by being read to ſuch 
diſadvantage; though inforced by Mr. Foote, 


yet it was very Janguid to a large audience. _ 
He ſoon found the forced experiment weighed 


as heavy on himſelf as on his hearers, he there- 
fore broke up the aſſembled court rather abruptly, 
apologized for the hurry with which he had taken 
the liberty to convene them together, and finiſhed. 


with an aſſurance of making conſiderable altera- 


tions and additions againft the next eſſay, of 
which he would give timely notice —He bowed 
and departed, neither with tokens of approbation 
or diſguſt, for each party ſcemed pleaſed with the 
_ releaſe, —The audience retired apparently con- 


tented with ſuch. fare as they had partaken LR 


* 
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but not by any means wiſhing to fit down again 


to the ſame diſh. | 


Mr. Foote muſt have been perfectly convinced 
of this, for he never again offered to try their 

palates, fearing, I ſuppoſe, it would not have 
ſuited their taſtes, but have been ordered away 


with tokens of diſguſt. „„ 
When the le&ure was over I poſted to the 


theatre, and as full of my pacquet of news as 
poor Scrub, eagerly got to Mr. Garrick's room, 


where he was waiting, all impatience, and Co- 


having been a gala day at St. James's, where 
_ had been paying their refpeas 
I dare fay ſeveral country readers will doubt 


my authenticity, when I mention Mr. Garrick's 
having been at Court; but they may depend 


upon it that the information to thoſe who live in 
London would not cauſe any wonder, or be 4 
matter of the leaſt ſurpriſe, as the patentees of 


Drury-Lane and Covent-Garden,. not only go 
publicly to Court at St. James's, but if they 
were to negle& that ceremony, at leaſt occaſions 
ally, as on birth-days, &c. it would be taken 
notice of, judged a remifſneſs, and not reſpect - 
ful. Mr, Foote, as patentee at the Hay-Market, 
always went to Court, where the firſt nobility 


were as glad to ſee him as any, other acquaintance 


or intimate friend. 


3 3 4 8 5 12 ns: / 58 
not obſerving Mr. Garrick to be fo. fully 


equipped with chapeau bras under his arm, and 


Colonel Keppel the ſame, my thoughts were 
carried from their proper channel, and I entered 
the apartment ſo precipitately, and was ſo eager 
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that I forgot to take off my hat, but let it remain 


the head. This was not from a rude habit, quite 
the contrary ; but in my- hurry and ardent defire 
to prove my loyal zeal to king David, I had 
really never thought of it. Mr. Garrick very 
__ kindly gave me a wink and a flight pull, and 
pointed at my head; I was quickly ſenſible of my 


laughed at very heartily, and ſaid, “ He was 


down as eager. as Garrick to hear the news re- 
lative to Foote's lecture; for he was a fincere 
friend of Garrick's to Foote of courſe the con- 
 trary. After an hour's converſation, with ſome 
of Garrick's ſtories, and his damning Foote: very 


I was ſummoned to a cabinet council in South- 
_ anmpton-Street: 1 found Foote's abuſe in his lec- 


manager's proud ſtomach. Mr. Garrick faid, 


and Woodward; for Dublin, and had actually 
ſet forward that very day. Now, ſays Gar- 

"rick, My dear Tate, now you fee I have ſuch 
_ - a regard for you, that I cannot omit any oppor- 
tunity of doing you a ſervice. I am given to 
- underſtand you owe much to the good folks of 


many perſons there have ſhewn you, for the 


LED 


— 


like a poſt-meſſenger to deliver my credentials, 


like a ſtubborn proud quaker, on its right place, 


a aim e * of Xe! 8 


error and apologized for it, which Colonel Keppel 


ſure it was from a hurry of ſpirits;“ then fat 


—_ Ow A —_— a a 


heartily, we parted. In two or three days aſter, 
ture had not digeſted, but ſat very heavy on m 


«« He had juſt received certain information, that 
the dd fellow Foote was engaged with Barry 


Dublin for the favourable reſpe& and regard that 
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which you ſhould hold them in great good will. 
Now, I have conſulted to make your fortune, 
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and I will conſent to your going to Ireland im- 
mediately, and to your ſtaying there till the end 
of February or March; that is, you ſee, provided 
you give your word and honour to me vou will 
not on any account accept any terms whatever, 
or * prevailed on to act with Barry and Wood» 
This propoſal I relihed as much as Mr. Gar- 
rick wiſhed. I promiſed to be guided as he de- 
ſired: F was quite elated with the ſcheme, and 
was all alive, and in tip top ſpirits at the thoughts 
of ſeeing dear Dublin again, and all my good 
friends there. I returned Mr, Garrick a thouland © 
thanks for his gracious furlough. g. 

I took that opportunity of aſking for the money *. 
for his Portſmouth cloak, which, notwithſtanding 
the honour of often breakfaſting with him, I had 
not yet received, though the ſum was not enor- 
mous, being only three guineas: it was elegantly - 
made for the price; and he frequently walked the 
theatrical deck of his royal man of war graced in 
that ſnug covering. *© But, now, well,” ſaid he, 

„J ſuppoſe you think now-—hey, that you are 
never to be paid for this d-—d cloak; which _ 
was in fact expecting I ſhould have replied witz, 
„My good Sir, your. kindneſs is ſuch, that I 
ſhould efteem myſelf highly honoured by your  } 
acceptance of ſuch a trifling preſent.” But I - 
knew my man too well, and was certain that his 
good breeding would not have put me to tbe 
trouble of a ſecond offer; for without more ce- _ | 
remony he would have accepted of it. After 
breakfaſt Mrs. Garrick immediately withdrew, | 
for ſtill the houſe affairs would draw her hen * 8 
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and he poor man had not, he declared, ſuch an 
immenſe fum in his own - cuſtody ;- but on the 
day mentioned for Dublin hoy, he ſent the ſer- 


vant for it to Mrs. Garrick, and paid me the 


mighty ſum I do not know if with all his heart; 
but J know I took it (as Mrs. Trapes does the 


capuchin in the Beggar's Opera) with all my ſoul. 


1 informed my lady mother of my unexpected 


trip, ſhe did not like the thoughts of the ſea for 


her wiſe ſon; but truſting, as ſhe ever did, to 
the ſole Guider of all things, ſhe muſtered a 


reſolution, and prepared for my journey and 
voyage, as 1 was obliged to go in four or fire 
V „ „ 


days. | VVV WO, 
On the night IL was to:depart in the. Cheſter 
fly, having had a porter to cord my boxes before 


4 went to the play, on my return to take leave of 


my mother and not to depart without the good 
. blefling, to my ſurpriſe I had locked up all my 
caſun in the boxes, and had not near fufficient in 


my pocket to reach Dublin: I did not wiſn to 


unpack my mail-trunk till I had got to Holy- 
Head, where the officers of the cuſtom would 
per force view-and feel the contents. I had at 


noon only left ſufficient for three months, for my 


mother, -which was ever my firſt care after ] was 
ſo enabled to prove my duty. It was near cleven 


PE o'clock when I diſcovered my error, and 1 had 


no remedy but to unpack, or the having recourſe 


to my good Mr, Garrick, for I was to be in the 
coach by twelve—I therefore made haſte to 


Southampton-Street—rapped aloud, and had the 
honour of admittance. He feared, on ſeeing 
me that ſome misfortune had happened: I got 
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an but juſt in time to ſave my diſtance, for he was 

he in his night-cap, and ſaid, in about fiſteen mi- 

er- nutes he ſhould have been in bed. I told him 

the the accident, and ſaid I ſhould really be much 

rt; obliged to him for fifteen guineas, which he de- 

the clared he was glad I wanted, as it gave him an 

100. opportunity to prove how willing he was to 

te oblige me, and actually would not let me by any 
for means take leſs than twenty: and, if in drawing 

to an exact copy, as far as 1 can judge of the human 

1a heart, I do believe I was welcome to the ſum 
and in the humour he was then in, even had he 
five never received it again. When I repreſenta 
i poicture of oddities annexed to genius, do not let | 
ſer me ungeneroully not feel and declare how well he | 
fore here beſtowed ; and I dare aper with ſincerity, | 
e of he at times did generous actions, and liked they ' Þ 
"00d ſhould be known. | But our minds are waverin 0 
my in common life, and when we confider the more | 
t in his aſtoniſhing diſcernment diſeried and proved ! 
h to the difficulties he had to furmount, no wonder it j 
oly- in ſome degree ſpoiled perhaps a good mind, bad 4 
ould he been placed in any other ſuuation; veracity * 
d at demands this complimentary truth to his me- 
"my. p mor. F)) EL WE TIES, 3 
was | Mr. Garrick was an actor on the ſtage of life; 
even and on the ſtage itſelf he was not the actor, but 

had life's exact mirror he held to public view. I here 
2urſe ſubmiſſively bow to the reader, and ſeriouſly in- 43 
n the treat the lady, or gentleman to believe, that a fl 
240: tribute paid: to the merit of Mr. Garrick, by my bi 
d the bad pen, gives me more ſatisfacion than any . 
eing contrary mark of character could do: But 1 am i 
[ got here giving a faithful account of faQs, —_— I! 
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Ke. Fry deten 1 have finiſhed, I Batter. myſelf 


I have not inſerted any thing which may impeach 

my' gratitude to that gentleman on a. ſummary 

view, from the beginning till I ſhall arrive at 

the ſum total, or but what will prove, if J have 

_ wrote a little evil in braſs, 1 have not wrote his 
good with water, 


If the reader 3 at my want of caſh 
when I made this application, it was ee to 
_ the miſtake and the time of the night, and 


made the neceſſity ; for I was then an 

25 and not that great lnkgaificant character 

a poor manager. Money that I did not imme- 

diately want, my mother, at my requeſt, aye 
5 put into the ſtocks. 


Mr. Garrick would 18 been unhappy had 1 


loſt a day, fo eager was he for my expedition.in 
every ſenſe of the word. I left my lodgings in 
Half-Moon-Street, (now more gentcelly termed 
Little Bedford-Street) and was carefully conveyed 


to Cheſter, and from there to Holy-Head, 
thence in a ſtorm, accompanied as uſual. with a | 


violent illneſs, I at length ſafe arrived to view 
that very beautiful ſituation of Dublin Bay; 


and as illuminations and rejoicings for great 


events cannot be commemorated unleſs the day 
be aſcertained—know then, after an intolerable 


ſickneſs, in Greece I landed about ten o'clock 
on Wedneſday, December 26, 1759, This was 


to me a happy landing; and as I was going in 


= a hackhey coach to my lodgings, I thought 1 
1 n. the figure of a lady I knew, and on 


ſtopping the carriage, who ſhould it be but my 


| _ Mrs. White, who was come over with her 
15 0 . 
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who was with me at Portſmo ut. 


Mrs. Dancer.—Now, Sir, the poor dear ereature 


and I am not fingle in * opinion, as Lord 


The old lady's lecture being over, and ſeeing 
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youngeſt daughter, ſiſter to the Miſs Kitty White 


My favourite old lady, was thus haranguing 
Mr, Younger, who that year was at Crow-Street 
theatre, and pointing with dignity to a play bull, 
Sir, you have not uſed my daughter Beſs well, 

pon my ſould, and Barry has kept her in Love's 

laſt Shift ever ſince ſhe eame.—There is a bill =} 
with Sylvigr at the bottom by that-d—d. devil, j 


wants the breeches parts, and if ſhe has them 
not, Mr. Barry will have his benches-pulled. — 
Aſk Mr. Barry what he thinks my daughter came 

over. to Ireland for? Then if you do not know. 
I will tell you Sir——The breeches parts Sir! 
and ſhe expects all the. breeches parts Sir—and +< 
now you know Bet's mind.”— To me, the re- 
membrance of this odd whimſical lady is a treat, 


Miltown, Lord Clanbraſſil, Sir Francis Delaval, 
Mr. Foote, and others, uſed to be fo entertained 
with my telling the incidents of her autre cha- 
racter, as occaſioned me and Mrs. Abingtons 
acting two parts on the ſtage for the purpoſe. 


* — 
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me, ſhe roared out, O you devil, Tate l is it 
you? Kit wrote me word you was coming. 
Come open the door and let me into the coach, 
and go with me to Bet —ſhe will be delighted to WM 
ſee you.” She ordered the coachman to flop. 
next door to Ryan's tavern, near Crow- Street 
theatre, and being fafely ſet down, we found 
Miſs Betſey at home, and with her a Counſellor _ 
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Barret, whom I ſoon perceived had a ſtrong 
Ppenm t sf ny 7H HY 24 Re OT 
Well, after my introduction to the Counſellor, 
and ſome hot wind pon my ſould, for Tate after 
his ſea voyage, all was laugh and harmony, 
and © as muſic has charms to ſooth the ſavage 
breaſt,” (but here was an inſtance not to Con- 
greve's credit, for it was quite the reverſe) Mr. 
Barret, as he was traverſing to and fro, unfor- 
tunately took up the violin, and quickly played 
the Black Joke; the old lady's eyes were in- 
ſtantly inflamed, and a violent ſtorm. aroſe, | 
which hung with impregnant clouds that ho- 
vered over our heads, and burſt at laſt in thunder 
Dee - tho ES POT 
„ Mufter Barret, Sir, no more of that tune 
Sir! 1 won't ſuffer that tune of dol-di-di-dily, 
for it's b—- dy, Sir; I am thrill'd throfout when 
I hear it—for it's b— dy, Sir!“ —“ But, my 
dear Ma' am, ſays the Counſellor—** My dear 

devil!“ —ſays the lady—* Don't dear me! the 
ppor girl could not ſleep all laſt night for that 
d—mn—n tune.“ “ Mamar ! mamar!” ſays 
the poor innocent creature, „what is del. di-di- 
dily, mamar ?““ Go to fleep ma' am.“ 
« Mamarl mamar!” again ſays ſhe, with all. 
- the innocence in the world, © pray tell me what 
« is  dol-di-di-dily?”—* Why ma'am, fince 
Ph, muſt know, it's b dy, ma*am ; and now 
J hope you are Anſwered.” Poor innocent 

creature ſhe did not know what b—dy was. 
So let me hear no more of dol-di-di-dily.” 
The daughter here ventured to ſoften matters, 
She was ſure Mr. Barret meant no harm with 
f ö i Ay My  deol-di-di-dily;. 
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lol di-di-dily z when her mother turned about and 
with an alarming voice. cried out O you cter- 
nal limb! PII fell you ma'am,” —and indeed ſhe. 
was almoſt as good as her word, for- ſhe ſlapped 
her face moſt violently, ſcreaming out at the 
ſame time, “ Was ever mother ſo chilPd thro- 
fout !”——the daughter -tragically on her knees 
pulling her mother's petticoats, who was de 
claring for England hol Myſelf and Mr. 
Barret endeavouring to ſeparate the young ſob- 
bing ſuppliant and the enraged heroine—Mr.. 
Barret's face by no means eſcaped her nails, or 
what the old gentlewoman termed tremendours 


ſlaps, till the entrance of a couple of fine boiled 


TATtt W1ilkiNngs0N, 


from Ryan's, produced a wonderful effect; for 
anger gave way to hunger, and rage ſubſided 
for the different paſſions She kiſſed Bet, ſhe , 
kiſſed Tate — ſhe laughed and ſaid to Mr. Bar- 
ret“ Go you devil and waſh. your face with 
brandy, it is the moſt ſovereigneſt thing in the —- 
world, for a ſcratcht face pon my ſould, and then 
come and get your dinner.“ The Counſellor 
yielded to the enforced. law of brandy, and 
promiſing. never to. play dal-di-di-dily again, 
we made as good a quartetto as I ever e- 
member. | 1 . | 

heard at the door, and in came Mrs. Kennedy 
breathleſs and expreſs from Mr. Barry, with the 
news that Mr. Dancer had expired that day at 


| noon. The play intended for that evening was 


Romeo and Juliet, and as Miſs White was 
e 3 ſtudied B27 


OY 


towls, with celery ſauce, roaſt_ beef, and ſome + 
mince pies, which the Counſellor had ordered 


Dinner was ſcarce removed when a rat-tat was . 


\ 


: 
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| Bis, that Mifs White had made her firſt ap- 


"to any knowledge of her maiden, pacified her 


Re | MEZ MOTR S o * 


ſtudied in the part, Mr. Barry begged ſhe would 


play it, and inſtantly attend bim at the theatre 
to rehearſe. Ay, that ſhe ſhall,” cricd the 


old lady, for Bet has been in Love's laſt Shift 


the whole winter, poor. creature! and has had 
nothing elſe to comfort her; but now Beſs has a 


good thing ta do—ſhe ſhalt ſhew what acting is 
Fon my ſould , — Off they went to the theatre ; | 
and as Mrs. Dancer could not appear, an apo- 


ogy was made, and I ſaw Miſs White | lay 
Juliet. I muſt explain by the old lady's Lad 


pearance, and played one part only that ſeaſon, 


' which was Amanda, in Cibber's comedy of that 


| Counſellor Barret loſt no time in declaring his 
paſſion; for in about ſix weeks the bar orator 
pleaded his cauſe ſo urgently and ſucceſsfully, 


that Miſs, Betſey allured by his fiddle attraction 

of del-di-di-dily, eloped with him one morning 
wWazilſt her tender mamma was ſlumbering to that 
wakeful nightingale her n; and before the 
clock had ſtruck ten, the holy prieſt had made 


thoſe two in one, and they were faſt married. 
He had a genteel fortune; but his lady did not 
prove true unto his bed I believe, for he ſent 
her, to & nunnery, (a very improper place) where 


not liking penance, ſhe ſoon finiſhed her ſhort 


career, fickened, pined, and died. On the 


morning they cloped the good old lady burſt 
ſuddenly into my  bed-chamber, tore open the 


curtains, and demanded her e from out 
of my bed: but my aſſurances of innocence as 


by 


IF 
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by degrees, and off ſhe ſet to ſearch ſome other 
young man's bed; for that, it feemed, was the 
place ſhe had aſcertained as the moſt probable 
to find her daughter Beſs. . This truly original 
character was 5 at Hull: I apprehend the 
natural acuteneſs of Yorkſhire air, poliſhed and 


refined by the allowed elegant breeding of St. 


Giles's, gave the extraordinary finiſh to the fon! 
enſemble of this truly original flip flop charadter. 
Mrs. Dancer foon as poſſible played again, 
as her abſence reduced Barry to the moſt prefling 
neceffities, which heing properly and ſubmiffively 
laid before her, ſhe melted and pitied his la- 
mentable fitnation, and generouſly flew to his 
relief. At this period Mr. Moſfop's tragical 
powers were added to thoſe of Mr. Barry's, 
and theſe, united, of courſe were attrative. > _ 
Mr. Moffop's departure from Drury-Lane, 
was partly oceaſioned by an affront he took from 
Mr. Garrick's appointing Mr. Moſſop to act 
Richard, as we will ſuppoſe this night, and his 


firſt and beſt character, which ſtood well againſt 1 


Mr. Garrick's, though not ſo artfully and finely 
diſcriminated; and at the ſame time the manager 
ſecured a command from the Prince of Wales 
for the night following; ſo that when Mr. 
Moſſop had finiſhed Richard with remarkable 
credit in February 17<9, to his aſtomſhment _ 
the Mr. Palmer of that age ftepped forward 
and ſaid, © To-morrow night, by command of 
| his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, (bis 
preſent Majeſty) King Richard HI. King Richard, 
by Mr. Garrick,” ry It gave a great N 5 


Fg 
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Mr. Moſſop had juſt finiſhed ; it certainly was 
galling, and proved enn and il-natuts, as. 
well as envy. ; . 

I had a letter pointedly in my favour from Mr. 
Garrick to a Mr. Wilks, who had juſt then 
finiſhed a hiſtory of the Iriſh tafe, and had paid 

Mr. Garrick moſt laviſh compliments. Mr. 
Wilks was very kind when I viſited him, and pre- 
ſented me with his book, which © have caretully 
preſerved. : 

To ſhew how eaſily Mr. Garrick would let 
trifles vex him, he uſed frequently to correſpond 
with a Mr. Swan of Vork; who, like Mt. Rich, 

thought himſelf the only reader or judge of Shak- 
ſpeare's Othello: he had been an actor, and act - 
ing manager many years before in Dublin; but 

not remembered as Mr. Vi or obſerves: for the 

Dublin ſtage being in ſuch dreadful. order till 

after the year 1740, when Mr. Sheridan ſon of 
Dr. Sheridan, and father to our preſent ſhining 
_ ornament, of the Engliſh ſenate and the Englic 
ſtage) became the undaunted reformer of every 
"flagrant abuſe. Mr. Swan, after having at York 
taught Mr. Jackſon, now the Edinburgh manager, 
how to undraw the curtain in his favourite bal- 
cony ſcene, (never acted bu: by his direction) 
ſaid to a gentleman of the theatre, now in Vork 
in a very reſpeQable ſituation % No. man 

underſtands Othello but myſelf.“ “ No!” ſays 
the gentleman—** What do you think of Mr. 

_ Garrick 756 0 by G—d the' man 15 not ade- 
quate to it—for he 5 neither learning nor un- 

i derſtanding equal to the taſk,” This fooliſh | 
trifling circumſtance was repeated to Mr. Moody; 

| | who, 


Mr. 


hen 
daid 
Mr. 
pre- 
ully 


let 
ond 
ich, 
hak- 
act · 
but 
the 
till 
n of 
ning 
gliſh 
very 
York 
ager, 

bal- 
tion) 
York 
man 
ſays 
* Mr. 
ade 


r un- 


ooliſn 


body; 
who, 


» — 


who, when in London, ſeeing Mr. Swan's 
letters to Mr. Garrick, wherein he paid great 
adulation to his judgment, told the ridiculous 


circumſtance, as a proof of that gentleman's 
duplicity. Mr. Garrick after that received ſe- 
veral letters from Mr. Swan, but never anſwered 


One. | 


On the evening of my arrival in Dublin, De- 


7 


cember 26, 1759, I had a meſſage from Mr. 
Brown, the manager of Smock-alley : theatre, 
with an invitation to ſupper: We ſoon agreed, 


for he did not know I was bound not to act at the 
other theatre, ſo all I aſked was granted, and pre- 


ſiminaries were ſettled with the utmoſt harmony, 

and the night fixed for my firſt mounting the 

ſtage. But before I enter on the circumſtances 

N 0 my own ſkill on this adventure, it will 
be neceſſary, as an hiſtorian, to inform the reader 

reſpecting many alterations that had occurred in 


the meridian of Dublin fince my firſt attempt on 


that ſtage, in December 1757, and what I am 
now to mention was in January, 1760. All, 


or-moſt of my theatrical readers, have doubtleſs 


been informed of the ſtate of the Dublin theatres, 


from books, relators, or experience; but a 


ſhort information for ſtrangers to thoſe points 
in genera] is, I think, in ſome degree here ne- 


— 


ceſſary. 


When I acted with Mr. Foote, in 1757, the 
expences were on a narrow ſcale, but on a more 
ſolid and ſecure foundation than in 1960; or 1 
fear than at preſent, 1790. Indeed, in this year, 
the theatre is honoured with a patent; yet like 
the expenſive cones of Cherburgh, I fear the * 
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fit ts ill far back, many forms affaule, Ny” . if 
times in want of regular ſupplies 3 the garriſon Wl C 
not loyal, and the e the genii palace very 
melan ; not all well within, though adorned 
with falſe glare and enterpriſe. Indeed, to keep a ſu 
Dublin or a Vork theatre, and gain the attention lo 
of a fickle audience, greedy for variety, and ſoon lit 
ſatiated, muſt be attended with expence and ch 
fatigue of mind, beyond the poſſible idea of an ar 
aucdlitor; and though great reoeipts do at particn- di 
lar times happen, yet the very ill ſucceſs that M 
_ -drags on for Want af ability, before the ſudden WF (c: 
| ſpring tide: ſets the crazy ve Al afloat, makes the th 
ain Manager too well acquainted with that Wl op 
Hard labour the: tern-—mworking for a dead lo: 
bor ſe. I am ſure I can tell the Dublin manager w 
I ſpeak: this -feelingly, but not as an agreeable ſur 
truth; and if I am wrong in my ſuppoſition of an 
bim, I beg his pardon, a wiſh him joy af bis fir 
— nrduous #ituation. —_ Jo 


Now Mr. Sheridan Im 1750 mas the manager noi 


ca gend theatre, uith decent wardrobe, feenery, Bl = 
xc. His plays acted with exaneſs, propriety, ral 


and 3 and with ey EY _ Fa 
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5 1 Sheralen Mr. Foote 3 Wh. 
| King. > Mr. Heaphy Mr. Glover 3 Mr. por 


Mr. Wilkinſon; and others. WOMEN. Mrs. 
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Glover Mrs. Pye, and others. 1:29 


Mr. Sheridan then did not in A9 enormous 
ſum, though he was in univerlal eſteem, and be- 
loved as a gentleman, and an actor of great abi- 


charge for a benefit was only 40l—Now, on my 
difficulty, and 1 believe loſs, continued at -Gol. 


ſcription had. a new, extenſtve, and more ele 

theatre; and new brooms: ſweep clean. They 
opened that theatre in Ofpber, 1788; but it was 
as with not leſs tha fixty ſubſcribers. tickets. 
When Woodward an 
ſums were received, but it was but the -viſton of 
an hour; for the number of auditors were con- 


aide not haud it. | 
enery, Mr. Sheridan that year, er endeavauring to 


priety, rally forces, and make way againſt the ſtream "RE 
-mbel- Faſhion, found the current tao ſtrong, was oblig- 
. ed to quit his ſhip, as the old crazy theatrical 
veſſel threatened inſtant ſinking, and ſrom the 
ruins of which the very rats had run; he found 
himſelf deſerted by Mr. King and Mrs. Fitzhenry, 


. who went over to the for: ſo he took; the firſt 4 8 


Mt. portunity of a gl 1 d and ne not de. | 


ks 3 5 himſelt - 


— Mrs. | 0 2 EY 5 
e Phi- Eq Armed whb l dungen merit . 
ä Ts: take the fig * a hoſt of OY 


lips ;—Miſs Philips ;—Misc | Heaphy -t. i 


lity. At times he had very beneficial ſeaſons.” His 


arrival in 1760, Mr. Batry's charges were with 
Mr. Barry and Mr. Woodward, by raiſing a fub- 


Barry felt aden, great 


fined when compared to thoſe ef London, and as 
John Moody ſays, they could not haud- it, they n 3 
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For as Hudibras ſay - 
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He who fights and runs away, EY = 
3 1 live to fight another da :', — .» yet 
But he who is in battle ſlain,  ' ut 
Will never riſe to fight again, | © + 
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The firſt year ſeemed to promiſe Barry and 
Woodward ſueceſs. To Barry it was not ſo mate- 
rial being in debt, for that never diſturbed his reſt. 
Wood ward's diſpoſition was quite 'the - contrary, M 
-for his dinner, good or bad, would not digeſt un- . 
leſs he was certain it was paid for.—He was an , 
-ceconomiſt in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word—He P 
had ſecured à little fortune quite ſufficient for 
that enviable ſtate, independency; his income at 
Drury-Lane having been affluent with great be-; 
neſits for ſeveral years, and a darling of the pub- 

lic from boxes to the galleries. But with-a grand 
1k view for gain, he unfortunately experienced 7 
| total change. He had quitted luxury, riches, and 
x _ eaſe, and was playing in Dublin with vexation, 
anger, and ſlavery, in a comparative view, and 
one miſhap after another in perpetual ſucceſſion. 
1 The nights when Barry and Woodward did not 
* .a& the houſes were ſo bad as to cauſe A woetul 
Ain f 
Cerow⸗ſtecet ſeemed on the firſt onſet to promiſe 
well; but Barry was himſelf. à very luxurious 
Marc Antony to ſupport; and the other houſe in 
Smock-alley, though contemptible in a comps: 
ative view, yet was often galling, and pricked the 
WW  fides of royalty; for Barry and Woodward wer 
| appointed maſters of the Revels, which ga 
chem the power »f dubbing their new hd 
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royal ; but the Lord Mayor at that time had the 
power to licence what theatres he judged proper; 
yet Woodward found it impoſſible, and a more 
difficult taſæ than he imagined, to cruſh what he 
at firſt looked on as a very contemptible, weak 


7 and enemy; yet weak and malicious enemies can 


hm ſometimes pour in ſtrength, and often create un- 
"i eafineſs and perplexity. 


5 The revival of Douglas at the old houſe, by 
yy 1 Mr. Digges and Mrs. Ward —alſo getting plays 
as 2n occafionally beſpoke—benefits' artfully given to 
Ine public charities, and well-known genteel families 
in diſtreſs, but above all beginning their principal 
benefits in the height of the ſeaſon againſt the 
ſtrongeſt plays of their opponents, certainly greatly 


hurt their conſequence, deſtroyed Woodward's bu 


nt for 
me at 
at be - 


s _- reſt, and lowered Barry's fame, which ſtood aloft, © 
Wh a and looked diſdain and terror on the hoſt of ſcat- 5 
s. and tered ſcarecrows beneath him; yet theſe inevitable | 
i MAY 6 ſtrokes could not be parried. : 


| But on ſome of thoſe nights, hs 1 
Woodward, Mrs. Fitzhenry, and Mrs. Dancer, 
did all unite, with an excellent company, and ex- 


v, and 
efſion. 
did not 


_ middling houſe z while the other has had a full 
oY on ſome popular occaſion, to ap ill-acted 
ruridus Pay, with dirty clothes and ſcenes,' and a diſmally 
ſe in lighted theatre Indeed I have known even 
compt L Londa when Mr. Rich has revived an old 
Led the pantomime tagged to: a vile · acted play, that Gar- 
rd were ick has trembled ; and I have heard him remark, 


Yromile 


erted their beſt abilities, have they performed to a 


| What if they came to a tragedy.at Drury-Lane 4 
e Fe 
* om want of admittance by an overſſow of Co- 


royal ent-Garden, t they were not in = Humour the whole 7 
| Vol. H. . D 55 5 | ; 0 
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ehey had recourſe to their powerful ſet of friends 
particularly to ladies of quality, to add their name: 
to their ſtrong plays, which had certainly irreſiſ. 
table charms: but this could not always laſt; how 
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fate of war and ſhut up the playhouſe, while Bar- 
ry rode triumphant in his gilded: car, and ſwept 
all before him: Nor did he, that I ever heard, 
ſend them dinners and apparel, but, like Mr. 
| Bayes's troops, ſuppoſed them all dead men. 


opened again in October, and thought Dublin 


they had authentic intelligence that an army aj 
concealed: But as they were poor do not think 


where we are informed all the innkeepers wen 
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x 1 


night, as the grown maſters and miſſes were di 


appointed of ſeeing the puppet-ſhew, and were 


_ deprived of their rattle. I muſt mention all tha 
incredible rage for pantomime in London is no, 


to the credit of the audience, no more, but it come 
in very properly as a relief; but thirty-five yean 


ago, to Harlequin Sorcerer, the doors were obliged 
to be opened at three o'clock, and were at times 


broke open, ſo eager were the million for admit. 
.. lan 2. 35 
In the Dublin ſtruggle, Barry and Woodward 


met with inconceivable and unforeſeen perplexities; 


ever that, and then beginning their own benefits 


gave a total overthrow to the enemy, who were 
ſo tattered. and ſo mean in their attire, that 
0 their executors the greedy crows, flew hovering 


o'er their heads impatient of their lean inherit- 
ance,” they were obliged then to ſubmit to the 


Barry and Woodward cloſed early in June 1759, 
their own; but November had not elapſed before 


the army in diſguiſe wereas lucky as Mr. Bayes's 


j 


| 


. 
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their fan 33 Barry and Woodward this 
year were, by wiſhing, to PA too much, the cauſe 
of their own deſtruction: they had offered Moſ- 
ſop, as I have related, great terms, and bribed 


re dif 
Were 
| that 
$ now, 


comes i him from Drury-Lane; and here they certain! 

e yean I were wrong, for Moſfop would never have left 
bliged the firſt ſituation in Drury-Lane on any chance 
time (or. even. certainty) and join a banduti, to per- 


admit: form in a theatre fo deſtitute of every article 
Bs Ts whatever, to have oppoſed their handſome well- 
provided theatre in all points. However they had 
him there. Mr. Moſſop being bred a gentleman, 


alſo the ſon of one, and having had a Dublin 


dward 
xities; 
riends, 


name: college education, he was univerſally known and 
irrefi- in high eſteem, and was then thought by every 
3 how one prudent and of an.cconomical turn, but lived 
enefit very genteelly : It was difficult to decide that ſea- 


o were 
7 that 
»ering 
nherit- 


ſon which was the greateſt favourite with the la- 
dies as a tragedian, Barry or Moſſop; which was 
ſtrange, as Barry was not only far ſuperior, pro- 
1 but was the only actor for really mak- 


to the ing love I ever ſaw ; but Moſſop added to much 
le Bar- ſterlin g merit and the firmneſs of voice for ſtrength 
1 (wept and clearneſs, that double attract ion, novelty. 
heard, But the audience unfortunately will not always 
ke Mr. judge as the players do, but aſſert their e 
1 men. right of pleaſing themſelves. 


I ſhould like audiences to pense ws as ji with 
them, and believe there are other managers would 
like, ſeriouſly ſpeaking, the ſame; and yet, in a 


e 1750. 
Dublin 
J before 


my l general view, unleſs on riotous doings, Garrick _ 
ot think had a wonderful power of that kind over his Þþ 
Bayes's ay as 1 55 8 held him N and 
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* 


9 uin of the principal pete be i in the two com · 
panies in Dublin, e 1760. © 0 


Gere deer. 


55 „ Moſſop, I Tefferſon, Wal 
| ker, Woodward, Macklin, Foote, Vernon, Dexter, 


| Heaphy.—— Wome n. Dancer, FitzhenryeRen- ber, 
Ba RO Ceo. © „ 5 | e „ 1 0 bes | Bro 

| 4 LA , cha. 
LADS Smack-Alley e mer 

' Mex.—Brown, Ryder, Wilkinſon, Staley, Hea in t 
ton, and Hurſt. Wok N.— —Mrs. Abington, at L 
| Ibbott, Philips, and Ryder. 1 der 
Now the BHT. if not N vill e "BY | 

A. ander what I had to encounter on my ar- Wl.” F 
rival. Mr. Brown was the deſperate managet of "uk 
1 Smock- alley theatre; he had been in much eſteem 115 
as an actor and a gentleman at Bath and Edin - 5 
burgh—once attempted Richard at Drury-Lane, WI: ** 
but was barely permitted to finiſh the part He 58 
had been in the army, and was well known by moſt B 8 
ok the officers; was a molt pleaſing well-behaved . 
companion, was very indolent, a ſecond Digge Wi _. 2 
for extravagance, was much in debt in England 4 85 
and in Dublin, and it was very immaterial to him rg 
if he failed as manager, for he could not be a 


poorer; and though it might put a ſtop to more 
credit, he was ſo well beloved they never preſſed 


Bn to 225 giftrels, wr” as a knew Rm * 


gage 
fourt 


4 


te 


had not, to lock him up was infliting cruelty 
that could not anſwer any good purpoſe. His 
Copper Captain was ſo much approved that it 
always brought money; Woodward's was thought 
very inferior, nor could he keep that play on a. 
par againſt Brown, with all the ſtriking advan- 

tages his theatre and company poſſeſſed :-- Our 
theatre was, as before deſcribed, and looked like 
| a dungeon. Mrs, Abington (who was then of no 
xter, note) had, three or four years before that Novem- 
Ken- ber, played a few parts at Bath, (when Mr. 
Brown was manager) allo at Richmond, and ſome 
chance plays with "Theophilus Cibber in the ſum- 


Hea- in the Haymarket, and had been engaged in 1759 


Abington had performed Dorcas in the Mock 
Doctor, &c. but Mr. Garrick not perceiving her 


bettet merit, or in fear that encouragement would be 

5 at. for claiming advancement of terms, did not ſeem 

ger of inclined to introduce that lady to advantage he- 
- #W fore the public :---But my then intimate friend, 


Mrs. Abington, formed a better opinion of her 
Lane, own deſerts, and thinking Mr. Garrick intended 
” 1, injury, inſtead of acting friendly, ſhe, without 


2 ceremony, ſuddenly cloped in December to her 
Soup baner manager and old acquaintance Mr. Brown, 
Digge who had hired Smock-alley theatre at a trifling 


to him -w acquired honours, and aſfured her of the 


would quit her then indifferent Drury-Lane en- 

gagement: Mrs. Abington had arrived about 

fourteen days before · me, and had acted with good 
, OS „ 


mer, by permiſſion of the Lord Chamberlain, 
at Drury-Lane at thirty ſhillings per week. Mrs. 5 


rent of Dr. Wilſon: He had wrote to her on his 


choice of every leading character whatever, if ſhe - * 
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and gracious reception; but not having the Lon- 
don ſtamp of conſequence, was only ſpoke of as 


really a very clever woman. My terms were 


ſettled at ſhares after 20l. and a clear benefit, 
with three weeks notice whenever-I ſhould: chooſe 
to appoint my night. Mr. Garrick, in his at 
of grace, had left me what is termed a creep-hole 
out of the act of parliament 3 for he had not de- 
fired me_to make it a provincial attack in what 
was then termed my way, by ridiculing Barry, 
Moſſop, Woodward, &c: being aſſured my eager- 
neſs to do it was ſufficient z but here he was mil 
taken, for under ſo good a theatrical guide as him - 
ſelf, . I muſt have been a ſtupid hound indeed 
not to have learned inſtinctively a ſmalt portion 
ot ſagacity; and he did not doubt but I ſhould be 
led by natural error into an eagerneſs for the ſport, 


without my paying any attention to the being 


right or wrong: but I had, with a little maturity, 
attained ſome experience and obſervation: and 
on ruminating on what had, and what might hap- 

pen, and not by #ny means approving my Drury- 
Lane engagement, nor relying too much on 4 
great man's promiſe, and doubting of terms to 
Pleaſe me for the following year, the ſeeds of re- 
bellion were ſcattered in my heart and promiſed 
growth.—It preſently on reflection convinced me, 
if I made the managers of Crow-ſtreet nyy enc- 


mies, I was not only aQing as a fool, but allo as a 


tool to accompliſh Mr. Garrick's purpoſes, which 
would throw me back entirely into his power, at 
I ſhould exclude myſelf by ſo doing from Af te- 
ſource in the capital theatres ; and though I fel 
and glowed as the Alexander and the -Leapd 
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Portſmouth, ſtill my connections and attachments 
to the great world made me only reliſh country 
retreats by way of relaxation, and as a man of 
conſequence appertaining to the royal theatres, not 


as a conſtant reſident of a provincial community: 
Therefore, if by attempting to appear with great 


eclat, I quitted all hopes of the ſubſtance by pre- 
ferring the ſhadow, it would put an effectual bar 
to all my ſelf-flattering hopes of future proſperity, 
and by pleafing two or three audiences might 
create a bundle of bitter, laſting, and implacable 
enemies; yet while I preſerved my engagement 
for the winter of any conſequence as a public 
character in either London or Dublin, it was 
ſecurity for a good profitable reception for the 
ſummer in the country, either in England or 
It ſo happened I was the firſt who had explored 
from London into the depths of country play- 
houſes $5 in conſequence the ſucceſs was much more 
ſecure, profitable, and blazing, than it would be 
in the preſent times: as now every principal actor 
and actreſs's merit is as well underſtood and de- 
claimed upon at the Half Men or any other 
public-houſe, as if one of their. own breed ; al- 
moſt every theatrical ſtar. having deigned to 


ſhine in all the principal theatres in the three 
kingdoms. _ e 1 


Now, in point» of imitation, Mr. Foote was 


fair game, and allowed to be ſo even by the good 
company he was then engaged with at Crow⸗ 
My firſt appearance at S mock- alley that year 
was on Friday, N 4, 1760 — Much wa 455 
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about Nothing---Benedick, Mr. Brown; Beatrice 
Mrs. Abington.---With (never acted in this 


kingdom) The Diverfions of the Morning ; 
which I aQed at Drury-Lane the ſeaſon before for 
my own benetzt Boom brought out a piece 
againſt me, which luckily failed ?—He aQed 
Lady Pentweazle in the firſt at as I did; in the 
fecond act he expe & ed to do a great deal with his 


Tragedy A-la-Mode, but not having any perſon 


to relieve him, and trying the paſte-board figures, 
it was with difficulty that part was ſuffered to 


finiſh : though after that time it did great matters 
at the Haymarket; but never ſo well as when 
we added it together---he the author, and myſelf, 
dreſſed as the tragedy actor, was Golcondas the 
hero. The papers of next day gave the follow- 
ing account, of from Mr. Brown the di- 


de der. 5 


«& [aft night, TASTE; or, T he Diverſions 


of the Morning, was performed. at the theatre in 
Smock-alley. The uncommon applauſe with 
which it was received, ſpoke the merit of the prin- 
eipal performer, and by particular deſire will be 
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125 1 SEND you an 1 of a 8 1 hind] in 


Sycamore-alley this morning, which, as it con- 


tains theatrical news, may afford ſome entertain- 
ment. "06 original 1 or 5 one 1 ſee at 
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any time; but as the cover was loſt, I knew not 
to whom to return it. e i 


James's-ſtreet, „I am your humble ſervant, 
10 Jan. 1766. Zach. Joann.” 


© have detached Foote's pupil to help you t(o 
« pull down thoſe mighty Kings. God ſend he 
« may have better ſucceſs than the Oſtrich; for 
ce that, I am told, never drew enough to pay its 
« freight. He is all I can ſpare at preſent ; a d---d 
« clever fellow, and will work their buff. If he 
« ſhould fail he will be no loſer, for he is conti- 
© nued on my pay. I beg you will be kind to 
© him.---"Theſe curſed burletta people I took from 
« Marybone have done nothing; I wiſh the devil 


« had them. For God's ſake let-me know if you © 
« think they would go down in Dublin, and I will 


« huſtle them off to you immediately. Tell the 
«© poor people to keep up their ſpirits, for they, 
% may depend upon every aſſiſtance that can be 
ce ſpared BY ne 27 „ 


Before the performance I received - a meſſage 


from Mr. Barry with propoſals for an engagement, 


which it was impoſſible to accept.---Foote ſaid, 
“D the pug ! what can he do againſt me? 
© he is as ignorant as a whore's maid.” 3 


All my numerous good friends in Dublin were _ 
daily increafing, yet they much feared it would be 
impoſſible for me to ſucceed to any thing like ad. 
vantage with ſuch an indifferent company, and in 


ſo ſhabby a theatre; Mr. Ryder ſtanding con- 
feſſedly à good actor, but neither he nor Mrs. 


| Abington had then roſe to their well-deſerved.efti. 


mation; but my acquaintance aſſured me of their 
concurrence to ſupport me. e 


On the morning of my firſt performance, a gen · 


tleman, (Mr. Coates) a ſubſcriber, very intimate 


and warm in the intereſt of Crow ſtreet theatre, 
ſaid, he waited on me at the deſire of his friends, 


Meſſrs. Barry and Woodward, to inform me, Mr. 
Barry in particular wiſhed me every ſucceſs, and 
I might reſt aſſured on my benefit night they 


would not oppoſe any ſtrength that might tend to 
my prejudice---at the ſame time begged permiſſion 


to hint (and leave the conſideration to my bettet 


judgment) that it would be extremely irkſome to 


Mr. Barry, who was hazarding a deep game, and 
had much at ſtake, to give the flighteſt opportu- 
nity for his enemies, the partizans of Mr. Sheri- 


dan's remaining party, to laugh at any little pecu · 
-  Harities of Mr. Barry's becoming an object fat 


public ridicule by my talent of mimicry on the 


ſtage. Mr. Barry defired him to ſay, his theatre | 


| ſhould always be open to receive me on any future 


occaſion ; and it might happen at ſome other time 
to ſuit both our intereſts for our mutual 'advan- 


tage; © and,” added my viſitor, «© I fincerely 


' with Mr. Wilkinſon, you will take my advice, | 


for the friends of Meflrs. Barry and Woodward 
are of the firſt conſequence, and the leading peo- 


ple in the kingdom: they have now paid a high 


compliment to your abilities; and though, Mr. 


Wilkinſon, I have undertaken this embaſſy. I al. 


ſure you it is not entirely on their accounts, but 
chiefly on your own. I wiſh well to both parties; 
my friends well of Crow-ſtreet, and 1 wiſh you 


* 


* 
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well as à young man early in life, under the 


onage of my old acquaintance Me., Chaig- 
ann Great diſturbances often happen from 


trivial cauſes, and if your imitation of thoſe 


gentlemen. of Crow-ſtrect ſhould occaſion the = 


exertion of their - ſtrength, and ſhould they 


oppoſe yon, where you now have one friend 


ou will then have a thouſand enemies, and it 
may fall heavy On you; whereas, if you act as 


by my advice, you will increaſe your connexions.” | 


heſe ſentiments coincided ſo nearly with my 


own, they were not harſh or unpalatable to 


Mr. Chaigneau was a fubſcriber to Crowder . 
| theatre, and had expreſſed himſelf uneaſy on 


the ſubject: I rather ſuſpect he was the inſtigator 
of this viſit. I promiſed Mr. Coates to acquicſce ; 


gave my compliments to Mr. Barry, and that 


he might depend on his requeſt being complied 


with. The day after my appearance, Mr. Barry . by 
ſent me a ſhort letter of congratulation on the 
good reception he had heard I was favoured with -—- 


the night before, and defired, when my benefit 


Mr. Moſſop called, wondering, as we had bot] 


been at Drury-Lane the winter before, that I had 
not, ſoon after my arrival, been to ſee him and 
left a card of dire ion to Henry-court, Dame- 


ſtreet. He affected great eaſe and gaiety, neither 


of which ſat eaſy ; though a proud well-behaved 
man, he hoped we ſhould be on friendly terms 
while I continued in Ireland. He did not ex- 
preſs one ſyllable relative either to mimicry or 
5 | e „ 
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was, that I would inſtantly inform him, and 
incloſe ten box tickets. Alſo the high breathing 
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what I had done, or intended to do, at Smock- 
alley theatre. On his departure he rung the 
bell for a pen and ink, and begged permiſſion to 
leave a note of remembrance for fix box tickets 
on my benefit night. - I occaſionally waited on 
Mr. Moſſop in Henry-court, ſo we both kept 
up the appearance of civility; but I was not 
ſuch a novice not to well knew (like Polly in 
the Beggar's Opera) that all this wheedling was 
not for nothing; and had he aſked me to have 
drank, like Miſs Peachum, I ſhould not have 
poured any of his ſtrong waters down my 
throat. i ro RS 
When the benefit came I ſent the tickets— 
Mr. Moſſop called in a few days and preſented 
me with three guineas for his debt of honour :— 
Mx. Barry I called on, and. ſent to, but neyer 
got admittance. When my departure grew near, 
LI really was urgent, and deſired Mr. Moſſop to 
mention it to him—he did one night, while 
he was acting Lear; he ſent a meſſage after the 
play to ſee me the next noon; (I bad touched 
his pride; if I had not, do not think I ſhould 
have touched the caſh). I did not omit being 
punctual ;—he met me with all thoſe winning 
ſmiles and graces, for which he had few com- 
petitors on or off the ſtage. After many excuſes, 
and rejoicing at my ſucceſs, he preſented me 
with five guineas, and apologized for begging 
my acceptance of ſuch a  bagatelle.—I aſſured 
him I was fully ſatisfied; he aſked me to dinner 
Vith all the appearance of ſincerity, but I think 
I can pronounce he was better pleaſed, and 
more ſincere, when it came to the ſhort PR 
8 | TE Len, OY 
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of, I wiſh you. a good day, Mr. Wilkinſon. As 
he had made the parade, I certainly was right to 
expect to be paid for my ten box tickets. 
Barry, without doubt, poſſeſſed the art of 
pleaſing perſuaſion beyond any man I ever. ſaw: 
So thought the late Mr. Pelham. He was be- 
witching to hear, and dangerous to believe. 
Previous to this account I ſhould have men- 
tioned, the ſecond night of my performance was 
on Monday, January 7, The Merchant of 
Venice; Shylock, Mr. Brown; Portia, Mrs. 
Abington; and Diverſions of the Morning. I 
believe there might be gel. in the houſe. I. 
took great pains—Mr. Foote was my chief food, 
and I was really and truly greatly approved. 
The Duke and Ducheſs of Bedford honoured 
Smock-alley with a command on Monday, Ja- 
nua ß Ei, em 4g 
My. not interfering with the peculiarities of 
the gentlemen of Crow-ſtreet theatre (of which 
every one, more or leſs, had his ſhare) certainly 
made me friends, and alſo. rendered my time. 
more eaſy and quiet. I was in a conſtant round | 
of invitations and good Iriſh feaſting.— While 
memory holds its ſeat in my diſtracted globe, 
Dublin will never be eraſed thence, nor muſt II, 
in gratitude and duty to. my friends there, and 
reſpe& and pleaſure to myſelf, ever forget, that 
my firſt guinea 1 dared fairly call my own was 
in Dublin. So that my fair and lucky days I 
attribute to the genial foil of Old Ireland; my 
unlucky ones, but too often, I- ſet. down to my 
own account, with that mixture of vexation 
, which lifts the ingredients of the poiſoned chalice 
„„ 3g, TOURS 
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to my own lips. Indeed thoſe who are bleſſed 


with hereditary, or chance affluence, or ſufficient 
independence, where the poſt of honour js the 


private ſtation, are the truly bleſſed; yet they 
are not exempt from ills, but certainly bid the 
faireſt to poſſeſs content and happineſs. 'T Thould 


| like to try- the experiment of independence; 


and who would not? "> 
I ated, befides the Diverſions of the Morning, 
that ſeaſon, 1760, King Lear; Zamti, in the 


Orphan of China, repeatedly ; Mrs. Amlet, &c, 
Corinna, Mrs. Abington ; Braſs, Mr. Brown; 
alſo myſelf Lord Chalkſtone and the Old Man; 
Mrs. Abington, - the Frenchman, with great 
_ applauſe ; I Cadwallader, and that lady, Becky. 


Mr. Foote's benefit at Crow-ftreet, Was on 
Tueſday, February 11th: I fixed mine at 


 Smock-alley for Friday, February th. — Mr. 


Foote's play was Love makes a Man ——Clody, 


Mr. Woodward; Don Choleric, (firſt time) 


Mr. Foote ; with his Tragedy A- la- Mode: 


His boxes, though faſhionable, were not ex- 
ttemely well ſupported, The houſe, on the 


% 


whole, did not amount to above one hundred 


The weather on my benefit night was dreadful 


indeed, every combination of deep ſnow, ſtorm, 
&c. Notwithſtanding the theatre overflowed 
from every part, and almoſt as ſoon as thr 


doors were opened even the orcheſtra was filled 


with gentlemen who got over; the greateſt part 


of the pit was laid into the boxes.—At Crow- 
ſtreet they ated Meaſure for Meaſure.— Duke, 


Mr. Moſſop; Lucio, Mr. Woodward; * : 
| 5 5 * | ESE 
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Mrs. Fitzhenry, with Fortunatus, above 120l.— 
A Miſs M*Neale had a good Concert, and there 
were debates that night in the Houſe of Com- 
mons. The receipt of my houſe was 1921. the 
greateſt ever known at that time in that theatre. 
I mention this dreadful night. as to. weather, 
though a good blowing wind to me, not by any 
means to denote my conſequence, but to have 
the reader note, what Dublin on a night of 
tempeſt and ſtreets covered with ſnow could do, 
even at that time, when inclination prompted; 
as not my houſe only, but each place I have 
mentioned was well attended, though Dublin 
was not by a full third, I have reaſon to believe, 
what it is now, and a city growing not only 
more populous, but what is as good increafing 
in trade, opulence, and ſplendour. The eager- 
neſs for admittance was ſo extraordinary, that 
another night was defired for my advantage, and 
Mr. Brown, the manager, complied on con- 
dition of ſharing after 3ol.. which I agreed to. 
I had Gol. on Thurſday, Feb. 21, in what is 
there termed outſtanding tickets. My benefit 
this year in point of profit, beſides the receipt 
being better, was far ſuperior to my firſt benefit 
there in 1758. A very particular circumſtance 
occaſioned this, which honour and juſtice calls 
on med EEE 45, „ 
The farce (as by bill) was High rf below 
Statrs., Before my benefit happened Mr. Foote 
(who of all men in the world ought not to 
have been offended) found himſelf much hurt 
and wounded, and fo little maſter of himſelf, 
that notwithſtanding the unbounded liverties he + WM 
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had taken not only with the players, but alſo 
often to the diſturbance of the peace of private 
families, as Mr. Langford, Mr. Aprice, Ducheſs 
of Kingon, and various other perſons. might 
riſe up at three different ſtage trap doors, like 
Richard's Ghoſts; to declare and ſwear. He 
aQually vifited me in great wrath, attended by 
Mr. Larry Kennedy, and in Piſtol like manner 
proteſted, ** If 1 dared take any more liberties 
on the ſtage in future with him, he was deter- 
mined the next day to call me to account.” 
But 1 purſued my plan, and was obliged, 
amongſt other favours to Mr. Foote, that he was 
not obſervant, but let me reſt in quiet. We 
often met drawn up at noon in different parties 
in the Trinity College Gardens as perfect 
ſtrangers, but never at any houſe of viſiting; 
if we had, his talent of wit would have forced 
me to have felt the ſeverity of his laſh. This 
ſurely is a ſtriking inſtance how little we allow 
for the feelings of others, and how ' ſoon in ge- 
neral we are touched, galled, mortified, and 
enraged ourſelves; that Mr. Foote ſhould” have 
felt himſelf hurt by my ſallies of mimicry is not 

only ſtrange, but that he ſhould be ſo weak as to 
- confeſs it, ſtill more extraordinary, and made 

his viſit to me a ſtanding joke againſt him in 

the green-room. Every . comprehenſion ſhould 

Ii, Wins na 


- 


. Shame to him, whoſe cruel firiking \ 
Kills for faults of his own liking! 

| Twice treble ſhame on Angelo, 
Io weed my vice, and let hig grow. 
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Indeed the only inſtance of true good humour 
and pleaſantry, on ſuch an occaſion, was af- 
forded to me by my old acquaintance, the late 
Mr. Holland, when he returned from his Li- 
verpool ſummer excurſion to London, early in 
September 1764, preparatory to the opening of 
Drury- Lane theatre, which was bordering on 
the cloſe of the theatrical Hay-Market campaign: 

He was in the boxes at the repreſentation of the 
Tragedy. A-la-Mode, where he was a viſible 
witneſs to my fimilitude of his voice, manner, 
and mode of expreſſion ; he alſo perceived and 
felt the uncommon applauſe that honoured my 
performance; he was himſelf. at the inſtant 
convinced of the likeneſs. ' After the perform- 
ance. he fupped at Mr. Foote's, and the never / 
forgotten Chace Price, jokingly and provokingly ß, 
aſked Holland, How he admired himſelf in the _ 
Muſe's looking glaſs that Mr. Wilkinſon had £ 
that night ſhewn him? Holland with a laugh, 
attended with the greateſt apparent good humour 
and non-chalance, declared, That he was ſo 
well pleaſed with the ſpecimen of himſelf, that 
if his friend Wilkinſon could ſupport a difficult 
character throughout equal to his performance 
that evening, he ſhould pronounce him a moſt - 
excellent actor. Chace Price, Foote, and every 
one of the ſocial board united in paying com- 
pliments to Holland's proper and. well timed 
opinion of. the Tea he had m—_— Jaſt before at 
the theatre, and unexpectedly pronounced it- not 
unpleaſant, but even palatable, Except that 
viſit from Mr. Foote, with Mr. Kennedy in 
Dublin, we had never ſpoke from ras: 7 
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play for me at Drury-Lane, in the mae 1759, 


which cruel refuſal as I then judged it, turned 
out a tnolt fortunate though” untoreſcen occur. 
rence to me. 


The managers of e et had to boaſt 


of the excellent performance of their plays; 


the novelty of Woodward's pantomimes, got up 
at a great expence, Foote's pieces, and the 
amazing attraction of Mr. Macklin, and his 


attention to Love-a-la-Mode that ſeaſon, being 
its firſt. repreſentation in Ireland: lt was 


thus acted— Sir Callaghan O'Brallaghan, Mr. 


Barry; Sir Archy M' Sarcaſm, Mr. Macklin; 

Sir Theodore, Mr. Walker; Beau Mordecai, 
Mr. Meſſink, (excellent in a ſuperior degree) | 
Squire Groom, Mr. Woodward. — With this army 


in dread array, they neglected what I luckily 
thought of, the then new entertaining little 


farce of High Life below Stairs, brought out at 
Drury-Lane, ſo early as the month of O ober 


that feaſon, It was often acted before Mrs, 


Abington's departure and mine for Ireland, 
fo we were both perfect in all the minutiæ of 
the farce; or What we term the Hage buſineſs; | 


very material points in getting up a piece with 


correctneſs. Each character was within the com- 
paſs of our little troop—one and all with very 
little attention and care to appear to advantage; 


beſides having the great addition of originality, 
it was well drawn for the compaſs of middling 
abilities to comprehend and execute: fo that, 


take it for all in all, High Life below Stairs was 
a ſtrong chance of good "novelty, and was /at- 


tended. with” very little FO Oe) * 
EY | 155 1 Te wi 


N . 6 BP U 1928 : 71 ; 
which was another convenience to our manager, 


favourable point, 
my thought for that farce, and ſhe not only 
conſented, but ſeemed pleaſed with Mrs. Kitty; 
and though ſhe had Played ſeveral leading cha- 
raters, yet our receipts only ran from 20l. to 
251. and at beſt gol. in general, one night with 


tages, and ſuch as much repelled her endeavours 
not then a London ſtamp, and as Mrs Dancer 
was firmly eſtabliſhed in Dublin, her merit was 

My night being fo well and faſhionably at- 
tended, not only by a crowded, but a moſt 
appeared to great diſadvantage when'comparifons 
were drawn by an impartial review of the dif- 


only with compoſure, but, really, applauſe we 
were perfect, which will ever help indifferent 


part of Douglas; they were pfeaſed to applaud 
me in it, and that diſmal ſtory gave double 


my imitations, had they not deen ſo good as 


FS. 
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as he was to pay for what I revived or produced 
for my nights' entertainments.— No compariſon 
could be drawn to our diſadvantage— another 
— Mrs. Abington approved of 


the other. She Jaboured under great diſadvan- 
to get admittance in the Court of Fame; for 
though ſhe was much approved, yet as ſhe had 


much forgot when her gueſts were departed. + 


brilliant pit and boxes, and the heavy play of 
Douglas but indifferently aQed, and muſt have 


ferent theatres. However, it was ſet out; not 
acting, and my age was” very proper Ttor- the 


force and a reliſh to our farce. My Tea had 
long been ſanctioned, and 1 had credit for all 


they were z but they had not any opinion of our 
tarce, though manufactured in London, as Mr, 
"OM es e 
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Garrick ſeldom at firſt put his name to any 
piece till its ſucceſs was figned ; therefore, not 
having a good author's name, they concluded, 

had it merited any notice it would not have 
eſcaped the ſcrutinizing eye of Mr. Woodward; 
they did not confider, or ſufficiently know, that 
with Barry's and Moſſop's tragedies, Wood- 
. ward's comedies and pantomimes, and Macklin's 

Love A-la-Mode, they had worked all their buffs, 
and Macklin had drilled even the managers well 

at Rehearſals, ' which altogether, with Foote's 

Pieces, &c. cut out ſuch work for the ſeaſon, as 
racked their inventions to get finiſhed and pro- 

duced; ſo my audience only expected à poor 
— farce, and as poorly ated, which would be 
treated with_the laugh of. the pit, and ſneering 
contempt would finiſh the evening's entertain- 
ment. But half the firſt: act had not paſſed 
before looks of univerſal ſurpriſe and ſatisfaction 
overſpread every countenance with, unceaſing | 
ſatisfaction.— Mr. Ryder's Sir Harry was charm- | 
ing—Mr. Gates was a” very  conceited aQor; | 
all his faults and oddities ſerved but to heighten } 
the extravagance of my Lord Duke Mr. 
Heaton's Philip as well as ſuch a part could be 
done, and he was a very good actor in all the 
dry clowns, clodpoles, &c.—Miſs Phillips (aunt 
to the preſent Mrs. Jordan) our heroine, who 
was alſo of a conceiteds:turn, though ſenſible | 
and well educated; made the part of Lady Bab 
better than any other actreſs I ever ſaw attempt 
it. —Myſelf, from obſervation and youth, mull 
have been ſtupid indeed not to have been a very 
good Jemmy, the country bey; and as the great 
J EB I | 
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| perfonage always upprars laſt in triumphal en- 
hons—ſo in Kitty, Mrs. Abington _ 
advanced; the whole circle were in ſurpriſe and + 
rapture, each aſking the other how ſuch a 
| poſſibly been in Dublin, 
and in almoſt a ſtate of obſcurity; ſuch a jewel i 
was invaluable, and their own taſtes and judg- 
ments they feared would juſtly he called in 
queſtion, if this daughter of Thalia was not 
immediately taken by the hand and diſtinguiſned 
as her certain and ſtriking merit demanded. _ 
The ſame farce was repeated the week follow- 
ing, with the Orphan of China, Feb. 21 


tries and proce 


treaſure could have 


4 


ated, and had been well received in the cha- 


. * 


London which were to be ſent over, and inti- 
mating Mr. Murphy, the author, would follow 


in the following paragraph : 


can aſſure the public that it is now in perfect 


aſſiſtance of the author: For as plays are ſome- 


Zamti, Mr. Wilkinſon, which I had before 


racter.— The Crow-ſtreet managers advertiſed _ 
againſt it, that they had dreſſes preparing in 


to ſee it rehearſed ; to which Mr. Brown replied 


« The Orphan of China, being A tragedy 5 
not any way difficult or myſterious to thoſe who 
do not require to be parroted in their parts, we 


readineſs, and will be performed this evening 
at the theatre in Smock-alley, without the 


times revived long after the writer's deceaſe, 
what would become of them in a theatre Where 
it is found eſſentially neceſſary for the poet to 
attend the latter rehearſals? And, as to the 
dreſſes, neither the Chineſe or Tartar are ab- 
ſolutely unknown in Ireland; therefore, it is 

| . hoped, 
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hoped, it will not be objected as a fault, that 
we have not gone to London either for deſign 
Enn, . Eco 
Mandane was acted by Miſs. Ibbott—a. lady 
of merit in ſpeaking blank verſe, There was 
150]; in the houſe the ſecond night of High 
Life, and it went off, if poſſible, with more 
celat than on the firſt repreſentation, and Abing | 
ton reſounded'in all parts of the theatre. I re 
member the ſecond night of High Life, Mrs. 
Abington: ſaid: to me (with great propriety) | 
„ Geod God, Mr. Wilkinſon ! what could pro- 
voke you to blunder ſo ? why ſhould you think 
of a tragedy when you had reaſon to expect ſo 
fine a houſe, as the company: are not equal to 
the performance? Certainly her being ſo no- 
ticed in Kitty would, in ſpeculation, have been 
materially bettered with that lady in a, leading 
. character in comedy; the houſe would have 
felt mach injured and diminiſhed in profit had 
half price been taken, but it neither was then, 
nor ever ſince has been, the cuſtom. to take 
under full price in Dublin. — I had a: ſtrong 
pow made again by my friends, which, with 
Mrs. Abington's name, ſettled; the bufineſs to 
my advantage; but I told her my reaſon for 
taking a tragedy was ſolely that its gravity might 
aid and give ſpirit when the new farce: came 
on: The truth was, I wanted:to entertain mylelt 
with acting Mr. Garrick's part of the Chigeſe 
Zamti, in which J was ſo fortunate: as actual) 
to pleaſe beyond medioerity, though dreſſed in 
an old red damaſk bed gown, which was whit 
| :we termed the /tock bed: gown for Brabantio and 
1 9 5 2 man 
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that - many other parts, and had for time immemorial 4 
ſign been of that venerable uſe, and bore: the marks 
of many years faithful ſervitude. „ 
lady | I was certainly lucky in my two nights an- 
was WH ſwering with ſuch ſwimming ſucceſs, and! more 
High fortunate ſtill, when I inform the reader, twenty- 
more four hours after would have given the laſt: night 
bing- ga ſevere blow, and greatly prejudiced: it; for the 
Le-. next day, not only an alarm was received, but 
Mrs, ſeveral expreſſes arrived, that Thurot had actually 
riety) landed at Carrickfergus. This of courſe cauſed 
pro- the army to march by beat of drum inſtantly, to 
think give immediate aſſiſtance and repel the invaders;  _ if 
ect ſo and it naturally occaſioned a: general panic and \ 
ual to confuſion, and was the topic of univerſal -con- L 
o no- verſation throughout the city. of Dublin: Even 
been the Abington that day was not mentioned... 
ding It quickly ſubſided, and Monf. Ihurot made 
have an unfortunate retreat, as ſtands on well-known 
at; had record.... 8 
then, High Life below Stairs was perpetually acted, 
3 take and with.never-failing ſucceſs. —In ten days after 
ſtrong its being performed, Abington's cap was ſo much 
„ with the taſte with the ladies of faſhion and ton, 
eſs to that there was not a milliner's ſhop window, 
on for great or ſmall, but was adorned with it, and in 


"might large letters ABINGTON appeared to attract 
came the paſſers by. This Abington - rage Woodward 
myſel endeavoured to ſuppreſs by ridicule, not here 
 hineſe fit to be deſcribed, but all to little, or rather 
ctuall to no purpoſe, for her reputation as an aQrels- 
Ted in daily increaſed,. though on the remote ground 


s what of an unfaſhionable ill-ſupported theatre. 
tio and 3 5, x: | e 1 5 I have | $ 
man | | > 15 | 
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I have neglected to mention the play of 
Barbaroſſa at Crow-ſtreet, on Monday, 2 
28: Achmet, Mr. Moſſop; Barbaroſſa, Mr, 
 Sowden; and Zaphira, Mrs. Fitzhenry.— After 
which was performed, (in two acts) a ney 
comedy called the Minor. — The principal cha- 
' raQters by Mr. Woodward, Mr. Jefferſon, Mt. 
Sowden, Mr. Vernon, Mr. Walker, Miſs Whit, 
and Mr, Foote ; which piece had, during Mr. 
| Foote's whole refidence, been conſtantly puffed 
in the papers, and great things were expected 
from it, as he himſelf had been acting and te- 
peating all the beſt ſtrokes at every table where. 
ever he was invited, or on whatever parties he 
was engaged. His connexions were faſhionable 
and extenſive, and the long converſation of the 
Minor promiſed great matters the houſe was 
full. It was then only produced as a little 
comedy of two acts— Smirk, the audtioneer, 
was -not then inſerted, though he had talked 
much about it, and told many ſtories of Mr. 
Langford, whom he aimed the character at.— 
Dr. Squintum's Whitfieldian epilogue was not 
wrote. The other ſcenes were much the ſame 
as when produced at the Haymarket the ſummer 
following nor was there the now printed 1ntro- 
duction. —— Shift, Mr. Foote did me the honour 
to write as a ſatire on me, which part he acted 
ſo as to convey to the audience that Wilkinſon 
was the perſon whom he deſcribes thus (ſpeaking 
a VV 
, Shift. You muſt know then, that Fortune, 
which frequently delights to raiſe the nobleſ 
ſtructures from the ſimpleſt COPY 
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eaking 


ortune, 
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from a tailor made a pope, from a gin-ſhop an 
empreſs, and many a prime miniſter from no- 
thing at all, has thought fit to raiſe me to my 
from the humble e 
Light your honour,” a link 
Sir William Wealthy: A pl 
Who were your patents? 
Shift, I was produced, Sir, 
| marriage, in the language of the newſpapers, be- 
tween an illuſtrious lamplighter, and an eminent 
itinerant cat and dog butcher - Cat's meat and 
dog's meat! Hearts, liver, lights, or a good ſheep's 
heart!“ —I dare ſay you have heard of my mo- 
ther, Sir? — But as to this happy pair I owe little 
beſides my being, I ſhall drop them where they 
dropt mein the ſtreets. My firſt knowledge of 
the world I owe to a ſchool which has produced 
many a great man, the avenues of the playhouſe. 
There, Sir, leaning on my extinguiſhed link, 1 
learned dexterity from pickpockets, connivance - 
from conſtables, politics and faſhions from foot- 
men, and the art of making and breaking a pro- 
miſe from their maſters. Here, ficrah!. light 
me acroſs the kennel.”—* I hope your honour 
will remember poor Jack.”—* You ragged raſ- 
cal, I have no halfpence—T'll pay you: the net 
time J ſee you.” — But, lack-a-day, Sir, that next 
time I ſaw as ſeldom as his tradeſmen, | 
Sir William. Very well. 5 
Shift, To th 
out the th 
within. 
Sir Wil 
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liſuments from with« 
eatre, I muſt add one that I obtained 


ſe accomp 


How did you gain admittance _ 


Vol, II. 7 e | 1 _ Shift, 8 
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_ © Shift. My merit, Sir, that like my link, threy 
a radiance round me. I moved the compaſſion 
of one of the performers, a whimſical man, he 
took me into his fervice —My maſter Was re- 
markably happy in an art which however dif. 
eſteemed at preſent, is by Tolly reckoned among 
the perfections of an N N 1 
a ee Why, you are deeply read, Mr. 

Shift, A ſmattering.— But as I was ſaying, 
Sir, nothing came amiſs to my maſter, Bipeds, | 
or quadrupeds; rationals, or animals; from the 
clamour of the bar, to the cackle of the bäarn 
door; all were objects of his imitations, and my | 
attention. In a word, Sir, for two whole years, 
under this learned profeſſor, I ſtudied and ſtarved, 
impoveriſhed my body, and pampered my mind; 
till thinking myſelf pretty near equal to my maſter, 
1 made him one of his own bott, and ſet up fir 
* this part went off very well, as they ſoon 
felt the joke, laughed and applauded; nor did! 
diſlike it myſelf, quite the contrary; for bad! 
been really as deſcribed, it was not my fault, | 
could not have helped it. His Transfer's ſcene 
went off but very ſo, ſo; and Mrs. Cole, by Mr. 
Woodward, very bad indeed: for though great 
entertainment was expected from him, and he was 
dreſſed with the utmoſt pains and ſtudy, an article 
to which he paid much attention and confiders- 

tion, yet his performance completely d=—<d the 

farce ; he could not but with the utmoſt difficulty 

obtain permiſſion to finiſh the part, it gave great 

diſguſt ; he lolled out his tongue and played 2 
| | | f | „ 
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hrey tricks to help it, which only added to its dam- 


ſon nation. M d Woodward having Mrs. | Cole | 
1, be only to act, made the dreſſing of that beldam 
8 re- much more complete than any other actor could 


* dif. do who had Shift and the other parts to equip and 
nong then dreſs again, and it had that advantage on his 
art entrance: but all favour ſoon vaniſhed; for 


M. when Mrs. Cole complained of her rheumatiſm, 


his manner was thought indecent by the gentle- 


ying, men, and all the ladies ſeemed offended with the 


peds, character itſelf, Mr. Foote gave it out for ſome 


m the future evening with conſiderable alterations, but it 
barn. was not attempted again, nor did he play, I be- 
id my lieve, after his benefit, Feb. 11. He ated on 


years, ſhares, and was ſo ſurrounded with Mr. Macklin, 


arved, and the other performers,of ſtrength, that the ex- 


nind; pedition was by no means profitable to him. The 


raſter, WI locality of the piece was one reaſon that cauſed 
up fir its unhappy fate, and another was, it had not the 


7 ſoon i deſtitute of friends and fortune. That piece 
did | vas then condemned in Dublin, though ſup- 


* had | ported by great actors; but in a few months 
ault, I after, in London, raiſed its head, and did won- 


_ ſcene ders. TD Fr OE | „ 
5 Mr. From dear Dublin and good friends I took my 


1 great i farewell early in March, and left Mrs. Abington | 55 


he was £oing on in full career to reach the pinnacle, 


article here The has many years fat ſmiling, and been 


fidera- booked at and admired with ſincere pleaſurt and 
d the WY reſpect by the firſt perſons in both the kingdoms: 


fhcult At that juncture ſhe had many diſadvantages to 
e great Wl fruggle with, ſuch as the encountering Barry's, 


d fome W oodward's, Moſſop's, Fitzhenry's, and Dan- 


2 a. 
$ 
=. 
 \ 

8. 

9 7 4 

* - 
- VS 
P 4 vs 
N 5 
on 

my 

+» 

* 

1 

Bu" 

Y 

* 

* 

70] 

it 

1 

3 

* 

7 
N 
g 

= 
F 
H 


#4 

= 

ye 

5 

A 

2 

| 

2 
1 
1 


London faſhion. So the Minor was turned out 
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.  cer's benefit nights at Crow-ftreet, which ſum- 
monſes the Dublin world obeyed: and Smock- 
alley, which had ſometimes by luck her attrac- 
tions and chance benefits, &c. dragged on per 
force, but on the ides of March was on the verge 
of a certain downfall. —Plays were thus acted then 
in Crow-ſtreet: The Orphan.—Cafſtalio, Mr. 
Barry; Chamont, Mr. Moſſop; Polydore, Mr, 
Dexter; Monimia, Mrs. Dancer; and all the 
other. characters well dreſſed and ſupported, 2 
may be ſuppoſed, by referring to the lift of the 
company, with the advantage of new ſcenery, 4 
new and elegant theatre, &. . 
All for Love.---Marc Antony, Mr. Barry; Do- 
labella, Mr. Jefferſon 3; Ventidius, Mr. Moſſop; 
Octavia, Mrs. Dancer; Cleopatra, Mrs. Fitz- 
henry.---Alexander the Great caſt in the ſame 
manner. Comedies, with Woodward, Mack- 
lin, Mrs. Kennedy, Vernon, &c. with the perſons] 
juſt. mentioned: $0 that, take it all together, it 
Vas equal to any company I ever ſaw in London, 
and much better than 8 frequently ſeen there: 
Though the old houſe was ſinking rapidly, had 
not Mrs. Abington by her ſtrength of arm upheld 
it; yet it was indeed reſtored to its ancient dig 
nity and family honours for one joyful happy 
night of ecſtacy, and that was no leſs than on the 
_ enjoyment of The Abington, at what might truly 
be calledbrr own wieder EE 
A ſtrange play for Mrs. Abington to chuſe it 
was l A New Way to pay Old Debts, March 17 
but ſhe made amends by other performances that 
evening. On which occaſion the old, the young 
the gay, all bowed at her ſhrine, as the * 


* 


* 
— 


h ſum- 
mock- 


Attrac - 0 4 CE on $I Phy: | 
with the million; for, it is true, to attend the 


Fer falling theatre was grown a great Bors; yet til 
«d then languiſhing for Abington, and wiſhing to ſee her 

„ M. on a better cultivated and good promiſing ſoil for 
e, Mr, her merit to be nouriſhed and matured by a per- 

all the petual ſunſhine, a party of leadi ne" perſons pro- 
ted, 2 poſed her acting a few nights at Crow-ſtreet be- 


of the 
wry, a 


ance of patronage on her nights of performance, 
and on a clear night heing promiſed and fixed 


3 Do- for Mrs. Abington in return for her ſupport to- 
offop ; by manager's nights, ſhe complied with their de- 


„Fitz. 
> ſame 


Mack- 


perſons i as the) were not owing to ſolicitation. on her part, 
her, it but the perſons of diſtinQion were ſtimulated to 


ondon, this de ſire by their eagerneſs. to ſatisfy themſelves 


there! 

Sy 7 the gaudy flowers of Crow-ſtreet; where they did 
upheld i ner doubt but ſhe would ſoon. gain a ſtate of di- 
nt dig · ſtinction, whenever the artiſts of theatrical floriſts 


happ) 
on the 


ht truly houſe auriculas and the gaudy tulips. | 


bus it WY dwality for the managess and Mrs. Abington was, 
ch ol believe, ſtr ialy abided by, faithfully executed, 


des that 
young, 
Un of 


Thal, „„ 
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Thalia, ſuch aſcendancy had ſhe thus. quickly ac- | 
quired over the-public opinion.---This attachment 
towards the latter end of the ſeaſon did not ceaſe 


” 
88 


fore the theatrical campaign cloſed ; gave aſſur- 


Mrs. Abington had not any occaſion to requeſt 
this change of place or accumulation of honours, 


by ſeeing the new favourite tranſplanted amidſt 


met to ſignalize, diſtinguiſh, and decide the claims 
to the prizes when they ſerutinized on the play- 


All that was contracted for by the perſons of 55 5 
and anſwered to the infinite ſatisfaction of all 


parties. The perſons of lead and faſhion were en- 
tertained and paid for their purchaſe of, choice, / 
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not compulfion z the managers got money -- Mrs. 
Abington had a ſurpriſing and magnificent audi. 
ence at her benefit---ſo I can gueſs they were all 
pleaſed :---Not that I would venture to pronounce 
all were entirely ſatisfied, for there never can be 
great promotion at the real court, or behind the 
theatrical curtain, but it muſt and will affect and 
hurt the minds of thoſe concerned. A lord diſap- 
pointed of his court expectation ſeldom: (I will not 
ſay never) rejoices at the preference given to an- 
| Gther : So the actor or actreſs, buoyed up with 
the pleaſing tide of ſucceſs, muſt be alarmed 
when he or ſhe not only hears, but feels the 
, treading of the kibe by a courtier or new-raiſed 
Ronan. Ti RI e 
It not only is galling, but more is really to be 
ſaid for it than is always allowed: that merit 
ſhould be cheriſhed and raiſe its head, is a firſt 
principle and duty from the audience and the ma- 
nager; but when conſidered a: a leſſening of pride 
and income to another, it is a ſerious matter to 
the soul fo piqued, nor are any minds ſo foon 
hurt on the leaſt frivolous occaſions as thoſe of 
the theatre; and ſometimes it happens a-pheno- 
megnon really ſtarts up.— Mrs. Jordan, four years 
ago only, playing at York at 11. 118. 6d. per 
week, was thought really very clever by London 
performers who ſaw her there, but all faid it 
would not do among them; yet by great luck, | 
great good fortune indeed, and to be foran hundred 
years at leaſt remembered in theatrical annals, 
| ſhe in two years afterwards made even the Lon. 
don managers dread her frown, her non-compli- 
- ance, her'clopement, her tooth. ach, or her any 
%% w oe oe orgs, phantom 
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phantom of horror which ſhe has threatened 


them with, to the terror of Tragedy itſelf, and 
made them comply with the moſt exorbitant 
terms. A happy lot indeed! A happy rife !—I 
hope it will laſt her life, and with care make her 


career ſucceſsful, as it has ſo providentially and 


wonderfully begun. ws os 5 
Mrs. Jordan is certainly the lucky child of 
Fortune, lulled, careſſed, and nurſed in the lap of 
Nature: ſhe is undoubtedly the reigning Thalia. 
of the age 1790, and deſervedly ſo; and to her 
comic talents, archneſs, whim, and fancy, 1 ſub- 
miſſively bow, and alſo acknowledge her huma- 


nity and goodneſs to her late parent: But am 


compelled, as Mr. Manager, to declare, like Mr. 
Foote in his Devil upon Two Sticks, (as great- 
nels knows itſelf) that Mrs. Jordan, at making a 
7 is too many for the eunningeſt devil of 
us n 25 2 Pu + it EP 1 
Speaking of Mrs. Abington's merit, in the, co- 
mic line, occaſioned my introducing Mrs. Jordan's | 
name at the ſame time; and as I cannot yet quit 


| Mrs. Abington's fituation, whom I left at her 


great benefit in Dublin, it may be eaſily ſuppoſed, 


from her being ſo happily tranſplanted, that ſhe 1 


derived many advantages from playing with Mr. 
Woodward, Mr. Macklin, and other regulars; 
nor was Mr, Woodward a loſer, but a gainer by 


the acquiſition to his ſtage; as Mrs. Abington re- 
bounded the ball equal. to the force with which 
Woodward ſtruck it. — But now another irk- 
ſome matter aroſe in conſequence of her ſucceſs ;- - 
where our paſſions or partialities are predominant, 

it 13 not always. reaſon 3 liſtened to or _— | 


\ 


5 ö 
„% nn or 

5 ed. It was very apparent, from motives of policy 
Ll and ſound judgment that Mrs. Abington" ſhould 
Ul be engaged on the moſt eligible. terms, -otherwiſc 


they could not hope ſuch a riſing actreſs would MW 
article. To this Woodward did not hefitate, as 1 
it aſſiſtec his comedies, and an agreement was 
ſettled for the following winter. But when it is 
conſidered Mrs. Dancer then played all the-prin- 
Cipal characters in comedy as well as in tragedy, 
it made thefſea of Crow-ftreet troubled 3 the waves 
that looked calm turned to rough breakers, and 
the open ſea to riſe and threaten a ſtorm: for 
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; | when thoſe ladies ated in the ſame plays, as in 
WW the Lady's Laſt Stake, Mrs. Dancer played Mrs. 
wr Conqueſt, Mrs. Abington Miſs Notable 3 (by the 
wi bye, Mrs. Jordan, why have you neglected Mils 


Notable I) -In Love for Love, Angelica, Mrs. 
Dancer; Miſs Prue, Mrs. Abington ; and man) 
ſl other plays where they were often mutually con- 
Wi cerned, and ſometimes where Mrs. Abington was | 
1 the rival Fine Lady, which ſome plays admit, 
where the parts are of equal conſequence. Miß 
Notable and Miſs Prue, from the archneſs and 
excellent acting of Mrs. Abington, ſeemed to have 
the deciſion at the winning poſt for fame; but! 
© muſt obſerve, thoſe .comic characters will ever, 
when well ſupported, obtain the loud applauſe, 
however well a&ed Mrs. Conqueſt and Angelia 
may be by any actreſſes whatever, as the hoy- 
dens are ſo well calculated for what we term fag? 
This diviſion of hands from the upper and 
lower part of the houſe, it was not likely 
Mrs. Dancer (as queen of the theatre) _ 
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reliſn or gulp down by any means to make the 
Abington pleaſing or agreeable. | This proved, 
and grew offenſive to Mr. Barry, as he was 
then as paſſionate an inamorato as N ee 5 
ful poet fancied when he loved, and would 
x have thrown immediate bars to the engagement 
LG with Mrs. Abington, and greatly impeded. her 
3 rapid good fortune, had not a ſudden. and impor- 
tant matter of aſtoniſhment at that time ſtarted up 
co the amazement of every faculty of eyes, cars, &c. 
> And for Barry and Woodward, lulled in their long 
wiſhed for. ſecurity, became the dupes of their own 


Fo arts, and made the wandering prodigal (Wood- 
3 ward) beste e e ,, hes 
«Ip pent his fooliſh conduct in leaving his enviable 


loſing what he had ſaved. with ſo much care. 
This dreadful alarm was no leſs than the certainty 


they treated as unlikely, vague, and impoſlible ;: 
but it proved ſtrictiy true, that Mr. Moſſop 
from the encouragement and inſtigation of all his 
friends, and patronized by the Counteſs of Bran- 
don, of powerful ſway, with many leaders of 


; but! faſhion, had certainly taken Smock-alley theatre 
an on a long leaſe, purpoſing many expenſive and 
. gaudy alterations, &c. to oppoſe Crow-ſtreet,. in 


the month of October the enſuing ſeaſon. Barr 

and Woodward (to prevent if poſſible this 6 4 
ful undertaking) made him liberal offers; nay, 
even humbled themſelves before him, to intreat 


725 Moſſop to name his own terms. All this only - 
0 increaſed his pride, and he ſpurned at every kind, 


nels or emolument, ſubmitted to his acceptance 


ſituation in London, and above all the horror of 


of a report being confirmed as real, which at firſt 


ay and 
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and conſideration: they even offered bim one 
thouſand pounds Engliſh, and two benefits when- 
ever he choſe to lake them ; but all would not 
do, though they certainly would have been loſers 
| By his acceptance: but their ſituation was de- 
ſperate; therefore all they could do was right, 
if by any means they could have effeQually 
prevented ſuch an oppoſition: Moſſop's pride 
and obſtinacy was however bent on monar- 
chy, and ſo he was the cauſe of mutual ruin; 
but he at laſt ſuffered i ina peculiar 8 of pu- 
niſmment. 5 
He had ſaved a Avent fortune, and by. the ab- 
fence of Barry, could have commanded firſt ſta- 
tion in London at either theatre, whenever be 
pleaſed, or wiſhed a change from Dublm; but his 
pride was predominant over reaſon, ſo he pro- 
ſtrated Fae, fortune, health, and peace of mind, 
HET at the ſhrine of vanity, where ſyeophants 
_hailed him with ſongs of triumph in full chorus, 
but his feſtal yy were few,” and not tobe En» 
vied. 5 TS 
To look over this, it ſeems as if I meant to 
vile a hiſtory of the Iriſh ſtage, for which I am 
no means competent: My only reaſon forinſert 
ing all theſe fluctuating chances here, is to make it 
lain in the courſe of my narrative, what was the 
ground-work for my changes of ſituation in the 
ſeveral places, on my repeated viſits to Dublin in 
particular. And to any lady or gentleman unse- 
quainted with ſtage aff1irs, they will be better 
able to judge, by being thus brooght into a. iti 
e wth” matters gh Re. ( 
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Barry and Woodward on this act of Ketten 
by put into actual force, Recaliom, neceſſity glad 
ecure Mrs. Abington 3- and I do ſuppoſe, 
„ ſhe might fear foul play from Mr. Barry 
and Mrs. Dancer, thought: Woodward to act 
* Was, a great point, .much. better than being 
| oſſop's new theatre, without ſuch a partner 5 
4 ſupport; her; Moſſop being out of her walk, and 
Woodward, the Comedian: ::;the_ therefore depend- 
ed on his intereſt and candour for her conſequence 
in the comic-line.. Mrs. Fitzhenry was alſo ſe- 
cured, and by ſo doing they looked upon Mr. 
Moſſop not 5 as they knew the ſitua- 
tion of London had no tragedy woman to-ſpare;- 
and 1 swhole forte Was thefe only. Mol- 
ſop had thought himſelſ certain of Mrs. F laden | 
chad, not expreſſed herſelt Happy or con- 
tented with Mrs. Dancer's power z which ſome- 
times occaſioned little heart burnings and diſcon- 
tents: whereas-with Moſſop ſnhe might haue been 
ſole empreſs . Howevtt Barry ſecing the danger, 
turned very comply ing; and enlarging ber terms, 
with other:douceurs, ſhe thought it wiſer to ſtay: 
with Barry and obſet ve Moſſop's ſucceſs-for a year, 
and then judge how far it would be prudent to 
truſt her feet on the dlippery ways of Smockralley. 
Moſſop ſnuffed the air, and breathed hard at Mrs. 
Fizhency's , preferring Barry; 3: but hearing bow . 
perplexed Mrs. Bellamy's finances were, and in- 
ſuch a deranged ſtate that ſhe could not With. 
ſafety make her public appearance in London, 
thought if he cauld ſeduce her over to Doblin for 
the winter, his: fortune would be made.in.a;hyyy,. 
though at any price. He therefore artieled to give 


her 


baer no leſs than one thouſand pounds and two be- 

niegfits, with a charte blanche, to act only what ſhe 
F Edo. 

| ad performed Juliet with Mr, 


| - Garrick in London, on its firſt great run, and 
ſupported a principal line of characters in both the 
London theatres. Her benefits were brilliant; 
ſo ſhe had faſhion and name, with the London 
currency, to inſure her reception, and had been 
in Dublin when Mr. Sheridan was manager, 
where Mr, Garrick acted at the ſame time, and 
was eſteemed their firſt actreſs, was looked at az 

a charming, elegant young woman, and was the 
univerſal toaſt in Ireland, 1747. Her charaQer 

- was alſo at that juncture reſpectable, and ſhe wa 
received as a faſhionable gentlewoman in ſeveral 

olf the firſt families there. All theſe points con- 
ſidered, certainly afforded Moſſop ſufficient grounds 

to entertain great promiſe of ſucceſs ; yet this no- 
ble: fancied ſtructure in one night fell to the 

' ground and lay as negle&cd rubbiſh, unleſs oc! 

.-» © cafionally making uſe of her beſt materials; but z 
do being a ſubſtantial ſupport to the theatre, it ws 
merely viſionary, and not to be relied on for real 


eee LO re on 
WMoſſop as a manager made his firſt appears 
ance in Pierre in Venice Preſerved, in Novem 
der 1766; Belvidera, Mrs. Bellamy, being the 
__ - "f@rſt night of her performiug.  ExpeQation 
wass fo great, that the houſe filled as faſt ® 
meiie people could thruſt in, with or without 
paying. On ſpeaking her fic line behind-'tht 
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It ſtruck the ears of the audience as uncouth and 


unmuſical 3 yet ſhe was received, as was prepared 


and determined by all who' were her or Mr. 
Moſſop's friends, and the public at large, with 


were fled } the young, the once lovely Bellamy 
was turned haggard l and her eyes that uſed to 
charm all hearts, appeared ſunk, large, hollow, 
and ghaſtly.—O time! time! thy glaſs ſhould 
be 1 5 conſulted ! for before the ſhort firſt ſcene 
had elapſed, diſappointment, chagrin, and pity, 
ſat on every eye and countenance... .: .; 


— 


zenith, in May 1748, and did not reviſit it till 
that November 1760. Moſſop's friends were 
void of humanity when they thought of his dan- 
ger; and ſhe' that was to do all, inſtead of that, 


they judged, would do more injury than ſervice : 


yet ſhe was unavoidably in juſtice by article, to be 
paid one thouſand pounds, and to have two be- 
nefits, By the end of the third act, they were all 
(like Bobadil) planet ſtruck 3 the other two acts 
hobbled through. Moſſop was cut to the heart, 
and never played Pierre (one of his beſt parts) ſo 


ped, and poor Bellamy never after drew a fingle 
houſe there. And by her mode of boundleſs ex- 
travagant living ſhe got ſo deep in debt, that ſhe 
was often arreſted when ſhe was to play, and 


Indeed in her memoirs ſhe mentions her be- 
ER ES... 


' * 


repeated plaudits on her entree. But the roſes 


Mis. Bellamy bad left Dublin when in her 


indifferently as on that night. The curtain drop- 5 


the audience ſometimes obliged to be diſmiſſed. 


Ds . 


* 


\ 
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ing arreſted there herſelf : which, added to he 


living publicly with Mr. Digges, though at the 


ſame time fooliſhly wiſhing it to be underſtood, 


that ſhe was wife to Mr. Caleraft, altogether 
ſunk her into univerſal :contempt and inſignifi- 
cance. She left Dublin without a fingle friend to 


regret her loſs. What a change from the days of | 
her youth I and, as an actreſs of note, her name 


never more ranked in any thratze, nor did ſhe 


ever again riſe in public eſtimati g. 
Cardinal Wolſey's remarks may be applied 
equally as an obſervation to either ſex, here he 


U 


- Such is the ſtate of man, To-day he puts-fottin 


The tender leaves of hope, to: mortov blofloms, . 
And. bears his, bluſhing honours thick upon him: 

The third day, comes a,froſt, a killing froſt. 
And. when he thinks, good eaſy man, fullfurely _ 


And then he falls, 36 4 


30 Tbey migbt ſerve. alſo for Moſlop, who often 
_ ated that part, and actually died almoſt periſhing 


for want at Chelſea, without common neceſſaties, 


food, or clothing, and was carried to his place of 
reſt, without leaving the means of payment ſot 


his burial rites. 


Alas l poor Moſſop and Bellamy! may you feſt | 
in peace, and prove an awful, uſeful leſſon, which 


ſhews that their awn errors, and not the rod of 


God brought on their miſeries and dreadful end. 
Moſſop on his: death bed might truly ſpeak as the 
Cardinal, and iſurely Wolſey could not have been 


1 
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prouder, and that pride he never loſt but with his 
Lt broken ons 22) others Er 


: 
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OO wm] Me 8 
Like little wanton; boys, :thatdmim-onrbladders, 
Theſe many ſummers. in a ſea of glory; ;; 
But far beyond my depth: my high-blown pride | 
At length broke under me ; and now has leftme, _ . 
Weary, and old with ſervice, to the mere. bn Ng 


& 


Of a rade ſtream, that muſt for over" hide me. E 


Thus poor Bellamy, who once folled in her 
chair, and rolled in her chariot and alb the wanities 
of the world, ended her days in a priſn 
Mr. 'Moffop and Mrs. 3 followed 
and admired, fell equal victims to the griping 
hand of penury, without one friendly hand to eloſe 
their eye lis. Indeed a clergyman of Obelſea, 
at his on expence paid for his paor odiffin, and 
kindly performed his funeral rites.— This con- 
veys a leſſon to (myſelf and every n: Phat 
friend in need (MONEY!) is the trueſt, and 
prevents a deſertion of thoſe we term ſuch: for 
while there is any thing in hand to:give, there 
will always be ſome kind attendant ready to take; 
But diſtreſs, like lending money, is too often-the 
loſs of friends, and the triumph and contempt of 
enemies, who had envied the proſperity, even 
though that proſperity had beſtowed favours on 
their own wants. There I am grie ved to obſenve 
(to the diſgrace of human feelings) ſuch hardened 
minds as will exultingly triumph over the miſeries 


, 
p 8 


of thoſe from whom. they have been even cheriſned 


and ſupported; and may well make the untor- 
tunate bicterly reflect, like Jane Shore, what. - 
F 


« 


*% 
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| Thoſe who bleſſed, now curſe me to my face. 


For lifting food to it!; 


And ſurely to Acgravate the diſtreſſed and de. 


ſtitute, is little better than a knave or villain! 


One 


Certainly had I been provident of what 1 bad 


accumulated, it would have proved by this time 
like a tontine, a decent independent income; 


yet I have not been ſingular, as the wiſe, and 


truly cautious, careful Woodward, was guilty 
of the ſame imprudence, and ſpoke his public 
.recantation as the prodigal returned. 


: e 


The late anecdotes relative to the once glit- 
2 and ſplendid appearance of the great and 


Moſſop, and the unthinking, pompous, 


prou 
vain, and fooliſh Bellamy, have occaſioned in 
my reverie the recolleQion of a fatal fair one, 
who in her time of luxury and affluence muſt 


be to this day ſtill well remembered by many. | 


mean the greatly admired, followed, and once 
celebrated Lucy: Cooper; and few (if any) ate 
exempt from woe. Her faults and frailties 
were ſo numberleſs, that the ſtrictly rigorous 
armed with virtuous auſterity, would perhaps 
wilh ſuch a wretch (as they will diſdainfully 
term that poor unfortunate) to be wiped from 
the annals of remembrance, and not allow an 


trait to be retained; but let ſuch very good 


perſons bleſs God for their uncommon lot of 


ſuperabundan 


— 


* 
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ſuperabundant goodneſs, relax a little from their 
ſeverity, return thanks for their heaven-lite ſu- 
periority, and permit a drop of pity to fall as 

a tribute to that late forlorn, well known 
charaQer t! LT OT TVs 
Lucy Cooper, from the year 1756 till 1967, 
was as great a toaſt as can be remembered in 
the court of Comus, and ſhe herſelf was the 
firſt Bacchant of the age. Her company, when 
in the gay circle ſhe preſided at the ſocial board, 
abſolutely gave inſpiration to each flowing ſoul; 

as in point of good ſenſe, combined with wit 
and humour, if ſhe did not ſurpaſs, ſhe was 
certainly equal as a hon vivant to any perſon 
of either ſex that I ever remember. Her faults, 

it is true, were numberleſs, and I fear weigh 
heavy in the ſcale; but truth can more than a 
little balance, and counterpoiſe the other fide 
with generofity, | friendſhip, feeling, attended 

by boundleſs charity and humanity. Surely ſuch _ 
qualities will more than a little preponderate' with - 
the truly religious good mind and conſiderate 
diſpoſition? I have often regretted for her mi- 
ſeries; for when ſubſiſtence had fled, and her 
charms for mankind had ſatiated, her good be- 
came neglected and forgotten, as it had never 
been. I was grieved when ſhe was relieved by 
death, that ſhe was not permitted to linger a 
little longer here on earth, in her abode of 
ſorrow, penance, penitence, and © afflition, 
merely to have gratified my own ſelf-love, and 
to have proved my true regard and eſteem for 
her real worth. Lucy Cooper was in the early 
part of her life, elegantly provided for by N CA 
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late Sir Orlando Bridgeman, whoſe. ſettlement 
ſhe in a pet threw into the fire. Indeed had 
that not been the caſe, there is too much reaſon 
to ſuggeſt, it would ſoon have had ſome fatal 
and unthinking finiſh, as prudence was not in 
Lucy's catalogue of perſections, and never 
e her bedäde \until it was too late to help 
her on this ſide the grave. Little hiſtories are 
introduced even in works of ſterling merit, 1 
| therefore here need not apologiſe for this ſhort 
introduction relative to the elegant, though not 
the beautiful Lucy Cooper. 
As the pen of nature will ſprak for itſelf far 
more forcibly and ſuperior to that of art, I will 
requeſt permiſſion to inſert. one or two letters 
from that frail obje&—they cannot offend the 
chaſteſt peruſer; — will be a leſſon to thoſe at 
preſent probably deviating from rectitude, and 
plunging in riot, debauchery, and extravagance; 
and alſo afford ſatisfaction to thoſe who are ſtill 
15 ſurviving, and remember / that the ſaid Lucy 
Cooper, was once the lively, the ſpirited, 
gand in Om t e 10 5 r . "OY in- 
—_— e 
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c Tas morning. at ten I had the Hs 
% of your letter, and am bappy to find. my 
sf dear friend Tate bas Mill a thought to beſton 
«on ſuck an unfortunate being as Lucy Cooper: 


e not ene yourſelt-of all wy. ee 
| a5 


nent 6 has feat near me ſince I have been bert; which 
had « is upwards of five months. Now I know you 
aſon « are in town, I ſhall think every day an age 
fata „until I ſee you; therefore, if you do not 
t in come ſoon, I ſhall think you only meant your 
Fer « letter to mortify me. As bad as this place is 
help „can get you ſomething that you will like 
> Are © for dinner, therefore hope when you do come, 
ws. © you will N me with as much of your 
0 


* company as is convenient to yourſelf. 1 
* cannot e you with India bonds as I 


f far % myſelf will be: diſagreeable to my good friend 
will Tate; ſo for that day, I will ſet afide all re- 
ters 60 gestion, and only think how I can make 
qu s ſuch a place as this agreeable to one who 1 


and fincere friendſhip for. 


ſtill 5 60 Dear Snub, yours, > be 
2 if eee COOPER” 
ited, | 
in. P. S. « Do not make any eee will 


King's Bac, Fon: 5, 1769: 


bY aſter ſurmounting innumerable difficulties, not 
EE to be deſeribed, and thoſe -difficulties accom- 
aſure panied with, variety of wretchedneſs, by the 
3) i *fiftance of a very yew remaining friends, ſhe 
fon vas releaſed ; but they ſoon in general deſerted | 


ſummer TUNNEL" whole e leaves that 
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* once did; and to hear my diſtreſſes, I flatter 


e ſhall ever retain the gen ſenſe of e 
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te be ſure to find me « home.” _ - 1 8 


From her miſery i in the Kiog's 8 d . 


her, and many not without upbraidings.— 0 


| ſhadowed 
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| Thadowed us in our citolperity; with the lat 
_ guſt drop off in the autumn of, adverſity. 

The following year, 1770, this afflicted un. 
fortunate one was immerſed (if poſhble) in a 
more deplorable. fitnation, ſurrounded by illneſs, 
woe, and calamity, as the following will Fully | 
aſcertain, and I propheſy will * a | Tings 
to h ſout 2 e 5 


"Jo E T i E R II. 
To Tarz Wr sex, 2%. 


& Sous: few days ago, 1 heard my . 
6 friend was in town, and have much wondered 
e 1 not ſeeing you—ſure I have not loſt 

4 riendſhip, which always made me happy 
know your goodneſs of heart too well to 

& ſuppoſe A is becauſe I am diſtreſt:— Oh, 
 * dear Tate! God only knows what I have 
* ſuffered for this laſt month paſt, confined to 
* my bed without any one to aſſiſt me; every | 
« thing, even to my bed gown, gone to ſupport 
* life, which I am afraid is of ſhort duration 
«In ſhort, my mind is as much difordered as 
*« my” body; for it is—hard when I think hov | 
much I have had it in my power, to be ſo 
s reduced as I am: I hope I ſhall ſee you before ! 
. you leave town I am ſure the ſight of you 

.« will enliven me; for as bad as I am at this 
te time, I think I can find enen to laugh 
120 little bit with you.— | 

N Lan. your nen üer "= 
_ Ariet, „ humble ſervant, ,. 

Jar $6 19776. “L. COOPER: þ f 
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I truſt” the wiſe 'Diſpoſer of our brittle eley 
tenements permitted, in her laſt moments, a 


forgiving angel to ſpeak peace to her ſad heart; 
n 2 oh that ſhe, by the remiſſion of ſin, has par- 
eſs, took of that bliſs, ' graciouſly promiſed to the 
ully ſinner that gives joy in heaven over ninety and 


nine by true repentance.—Caliſta's lines may 
here, without: impropriety, be quoted as her 
epitaph, had ſhe a tomb- ſtone - 


That fatal form, which drew on * undoing, 

Faſting, and tears, and hardſhips did deſtroy, 
Nor light, nor food, nor comfort did you know, \ﬀ(8c 
Nor ought that could continue hated life: 3 

hang' d, 5 


Thus when we view thee meagre, wan, and « 
_ - Stretch'd at thy length, and dying in thy cave, 


loft Loet each good mind relent, and fighing ſay, i 

1 At length thy tears have waſhed thy ſtains away, 
10 At length *twas time thy puniſhment ſhould ceaſe, 
11. to | 


Reſt then poor ſuff ring wretch, aud be at peace. 


have As one grave ſtory and reflection leads the 
ed to mind to another, and as moralizing is not to 
every me very habitual, I will haſten from the ſubjeQ, 
pport mount my hobby, and once again chat on 
ation. ſtage ma 8 85 
ed as [ perceive, that being under the neceflity of 

how mentioning many excellent performers, it is 
be ſo very tireſome, in ſo many pages, to read the 
before words much applauſe? great applauſe, much 
f you approbation, .acclamations, ſhouts, with a long 
t this list of etceterat. I have therefore dropped my 
ugh 4 pen, and looked into many good authors and 


morning papers for more various means of ex- 
preſſion, ſo as to make it more palatable, if 
| pollible, to the reader; but I find in all e 
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books and papers thoſe conſtant repetitions, 
with this: difference, many of thoſe. ſtage ei- 
tiques have judgment and genius, of which | 
lament my being fo deſtitute ;| ſo, kind reader, 
take the will for the deed : And though I har: 
made the remark, I find my fingers tingle to 
be again at ſome monſtrous applauſe, aſtoniſhing, 
charming, delightful. or amazing performer, [ 
will begin again with the great man, Wilkinſon, 
as the hero of the book, and remark, though! 
troubled the reader with my Dublin account 
till ſome time in Mr. Moffop's firſt winter 
| ſeaſon as manager in 1760, yet I muſt recur 
to myſelf when I was ſtepping into the packet 
for Holyhead 'carly in March 1760, previous 
to the occurrences mentioned, moſt part hap- 
pening after 1760, and left the following note 
a few days before for Willtamfon's Univerſal 
Advertiſer, and Mr. George Faulkner's Dublin 
„„ Hoo on 0 OS 
„ Mr. Wilkinſon's ſpeedy call to London 
prevents his waiting on the nobility and gentry 
to return them his acknowledgments for the 
ſignal marks, of favour and approbation with 
which they have honoured his attempts to pleaſe, 
He can but in this manner beg they will accept 
of them, hoping, that with more, experienct 
he may. hereafter be able to entertain them in 
8 re equal to the elegance of theft 
I got to London with my pockets well lined; 
my worthy mother was as rejoiced to fee me 
as if 1 had returned from the perils, of 2 
Eaſt India voyage. I foon went to cburt, (Mr. 
s : 12 „ Garrick! 
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Garrick's court) paid my homage to my patron, = ||| 
and returned him his twenty guineas, which I 1 
ſoon repented of, and do honeſtly declate it is 
| the only act like a fraud I ever conld have 
pardoned in myſelf; but I wiſh I had not paid 
him ſo haſtily, as I afterwards had a full right 
ung, to have retained it as my own:z—he ſeemed 
. | WW really glad to ſee me, and wiſhed me joy a 
nſon, thouſand ti nents 2 Of SS 

gh | On the Saturday of the ſecond week, after I 
ount had announced my return from my granted 
inter i fuclough, I of courſe was ready to mount guard, 
recur had my general ordered me to do fo. I had 
acket his own prepared article in force, and was net 
vious Wl a deſerter, but honourably returned before my 

hap- full leave of abſence: had expired. On my bow 

note to the treaſurer, demanding my enormous ſalary, 

verlal and aſking for only one week as due after 

being two in town, to my aſtoniſhment he re- 
fuſed my pittance: I urged my article, ſaw _- 
Mr. Garrick, and ſpoke to him on the buſineſs : 

—He ſaid, he had more than paid my ſalary 

in permitting me to vifit Ireland, and again 

refuſed payment as in 1938. I found altercation 

would not anſwer any purpoſe, and that it was 

in vain to perſiſt, though in fact it was, in plain 
Engliſti; a cheating, low, mean trick, unworthy 

not only Mr. Garrick in his elevated fituation, 

but muſt be judged | ungenerous, mean, and 
diſnoneſt between man and man, unbleſſed 

with his abilities, genius and fortune. Bat 

where avarice is the ground-work of the mind 

it will ſtoop beneath itſelf to gratify ſelf- 


But 
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| 55 Muynorns or 
| But little rogues muſt ſuffer fate, 


That great ones may enjoy their ſtate, - 


For this fixed refuſal of Mr. Garrick's there 
could be no remedy, as law would be a ha 
zardous experiment for a young actor; which, 
if I had haſtily attempted, he would have pre- 
vented my immediate compliance with the at. 
ticle, but then, when enraged, he would har: 
obliged me to appear in a menial ſtation, or 
forfeited all the ſalary; ſo that I muſt have lof 
my periodical” payment ſtill, or have paid ſe- 
verely indeed for it, by working as his negro 
flave till the end of May, and that he wel 
knew. Good God! was it worth his while 0 
expoſe ſuch narrow principles, and ſacrifice al 
his avowed regard, for ſuch a paltry ſum - 
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As to my aſſertions, I ſuppoſe his ' books at 

in preſervation, and curiofity might be fati- je 
. Aſter being deprived of my ſalary I 1 
1 Mr. Garrick in Covent-Garden, not haying wo 
”  - admittance in his houſe, he being always de 90 


1 nied; and at the theatre he hardly knew ms 
1 T had behaved fo ill by aſking for my ſalary w 
4 ruin him, poor man! When 1 told him the 

..] had ſpoke to the prompter to hom when 
my  benefit-night was to be fixed, but hat 


vith 
ruth. 
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| received no anſwer, he ſtood gazing, and lik 
8 Lady Pentweazle, called up a look, not will 
1 one eye only, but with two piercers, meaninf 
to intimidate me by his dignity, which mig 

have had the deſired effect two years beiort 

that encounter, but not then. At laſt he 1 
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he was aſtoniſned at the unexpected abſurdity 
as well as the unreaſonableneſs of the requeſt, 
and that the buſineſs of the theatre was ſo ar- 
ranged it could not be; but, to cut ſhoit all 
intercourſe on the ſubject, he concluded with 
ſaying, he would not comply with it : and here 
| muſt obſerve was injuſtice, merely for fear I 
ſhould add to the little ſtock I had . ſecured 
much againſt his wiſhes, and he hoped by my 
being idle in London, and not receiving any 
ſalary, I ſhould make it fly as quickly as a 
ſaillor does his money on a return from a 
voyage, and then be more within the falcon's 
reach. Now my benefit was very material to 
me, as I knew I ſhould be favoured with a 
very good one, though in May, and duty to 
myſett made me ſerious-with him, I therefore 
boldly told him that I ſhould make my loſs of 
ſalary and benefit one [buſineſs in a court of 
juſtice, and charge my benefit at 200l.; which. 
added ito the breach of article would not be 
leſs than two or three hundred more, and 
would be a good compenſation, and added, 
vith a bow and a ſmile, I could not wiſh for 
a better banker to draw upon — what I ſpoke was 
ruth. He then humm'd and haw'd, and ſaid, 
Why really now, why, Tate, why now you 
re d— d ridiculous !“ and he walked me into 


ind ſent for Croſs: Mr. Lacey was alſo there, 
ind they ſettled my benefit for Sa the 
bd of May, and defired Mr. Fox, whom Mr. 
acey ſaid he had a great regard for, might 
ring in tickets to ſuch a ſum as he ſpecified t— 

VoL, II. e „ I 


arney's, the houſe-keeper's room at the theatre, 
| p | 5 


T agreed to the requeſt. The Mr. Fox Fin | 
tion lives in Bow-ſtreet, and I have often fron 


Fox (who was then a young ſtage candidate) 
declare, that he was lucky with his tickets, 


Mother: Oreſtes, Mr. Wilkinſon ; Hermione, 
Mrs. Yates; Andromache, by a Gentle woman; 


weazle, and the Upholſterer. 


leaſt for that year of my adventures and the. 
_ atrical exploits in London. 
The gentlewoman I advertiſed for her fir 
appearance in Andromache, was no other thai 
the Mrs. Wier, whom I have mentioned car} 
in this multifarious hiſtory, where I met (lucki 
or unluckily, as the Fates will determine) wil 


of the York company in October 1758. 
membrance ſo long back, of what I feat ſeem 
that I mentioned Mrs. Wier being at that tims 


where I ſaw Mrs. Roach, who boldly,” and will 
the ſpirit of an Amazon, went down to You 


* 


that time to this, at different periods, been 
obliged to him, and ever found him kind and 
attentive to ſerve me; and I have heard Mr, 


and pleaſed with Mr. Lacey's defire and allo. 
The play I fixed on was the Diſtreſſed} 
with the prologue to the Author, Lady Pent 

The ſame reafons, as in Dublin, for nd 


giving my imitations proved, that the like 
policy was neceſſary to be ſtill preſerved, 4} 


that good old gentleman, Mr. Baker, manage 
If the reader will honour me with the w 
not only. trifling but tireſome, he will recolled 


miſtreſs of a milliner's ſhop near Pall Mal 


| 00 


— 


TaTE W1LKINSON- 99 


to ſupply Mrs. Dancer's Lady Townly, Indi- 
ana, &c. thinking like Keckſy—who's afraid! . 
This Mrs. Wier had been made miſtreſs of 
an ample, well-furniſhed milliner's ſhop: by Sir 
Francis Delaval, and properly ſupplied. with all 
ſorts of geer for gentlewomen, and eke alſo for 
gentlemen : Mrs. Wier's ſhop by no means an- 
iwered, though Sir Francis Delaval had not 
ſpared any expence or recommendation within 
his power to render it lucrative. _, _ . . 
I am bound to ſpeak of this Sir Francis 
Delaval with reverence and regard, not only 
for his own partiality and friendſhip, but for 
the favours I have been formerly honoured with 
by the whole family, and obligations of the 
moſt pleaſing. kind; not only at Sir Francis's 
houſe, then bordering«o02 Soho-ſquare, but at 
Seaton Delaval, a few miles from Newcaſtle: 
but of that family, of whom I ſpeak ſo warmly, 
none remains within my knowledge but Lord 
and Lady Delaval, whom I have had the ho- 
nour of ſceing frequently at Sir Francis's.— 
There was no difference in Sir Francis's be- 
haviour whether I ſaw him in London or farther 
remote; for many gentlemen wear different 
faces on ſeeing an actor in London and ſeeing | 
him in. hh m. ̃ Ä 8 
Now the milliner's ſhop, mentioned under 
| the patronage of Sir Francis, not anſwering 
in all particulars, and the knight being deter- 
mined his gentleman's gentlewoman ſhould be 
quite the thing, took a houſe for her in Suffolk- 
ſtreet in the Strand, and furniſhed it as a re- 
ception for boarders, that Mes. Wier migbt 
Tw eo 
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obtain a livelihood. At that houſe I had the 
pleaſure of often ſeeing a very ſenſible, agree. | 
able, well-bred lady, who occupied the firf 
floor, then Mrs. Ford, but after that ſhe had 
the honour to be Mrs. Colman; but the foe or 
friend of mankind, call him which we- will, 
(Mr. Death) did not chooſe to ſee ſuch an 
- agrecable and tempting companion out of bis 
clutches, but ſneeringly and enviouſly threy hi; 
dart, and with one ftroke levelled a fair one, 
lamented by all who knew her. 
But even this lodging-houſe did not alto. 
gether anſwer for Mrs. Wier, or ſucceed to her 
expectations in the round of a twelvemonth' 
' viciffitude. She had ever been fond of plays, 
and on my return from Ireland, ſeriouſly re- 
queſted ſhe might have a ſtage-trial on my be- 
nefit night; this I conſented to, and ſhe was to 
tbe the Andromache in the ' Diſtreſſed Mother. 
On that being ſettled, I, in three or four day: 
after, received a note from Sir Francis, . defiring 
to ſee me on particular buſineſs in Soho-ſquare: 
On the afternoon I called it ſo happened that! 
Mr. Foote was there, with whom 1 had been 
on diſtant terms ever fince our breach in Match 
1759.— This viſit was almoſt immediately after 
dinner: — Sir Francis expecting me, had deſired 
I might be ſhewn into another room, knowing 
his friend Foote's and my antipathy. He ins 
ſtantly came, and laughingly told me, thil 
the buſineſs of his note was to inform me I 
had collected a large party for my benefit; 
adding, he had a requeſt to make, but mul 
be under the neceſſity of deferring it till 


PR 
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+. ert day 5 for; ſays he, your old friend Foote 
1 is in the dining-room, and from your late diſ- 
Ef agreement I judge it will not be agreeable to 
bad either, as the meeting will be awkward; adding, 
he did not know how to act, unleſs, Wilkinſon, 


e of ; 
will you will let me take you by the hand as. my 
\ an WY palticular friend, and as a ſuppoſed ſtranger? 


„ ., like Peter Paragraph, by way of reply faid, 
A | could not refiſt the 9 e of being 
introduced as Sir Francis Delaval's particular 
friend ; beſides, I added, Mr. Foote had, of all 
perſons in the world, the leaſt right to be 
angry with me for mimicry, and indeed he had 
been by me intereſtedly the obliged perſon; and 
Mr. Foote had himſelf. deelared: on Diury-Lane - 
ſtage, that any imitations. of himſelf,” by Mr. "= 
Wilkinſon, were at the ſervice of the publie. =_ 
50 under the ſanction of being Sie Francis's 
particular gueſt I entered the room where Foote 


W his 
one, 


alto. 
© het 
onth's 
plays, 
ly te⸗ 
ny be⸗ 
was t0 


fother, = MB. | 
r Ws and ſeyeral other gentlemen; Foote ſeemed 
er hurt at firſt, but after the introduction as pro- 
quare: poſed, he behayed with great politeneſs. | _ 
Ae As the circling glaſs went round, Mr. Foote 

1 been re more cordial and cheerful, and began 


ſpeaking of tables in the firſt ſtyle of elegance 


ly alte Y reland and Scotland—that ſeveral noblemen's _. 
defired ouſes in both places were ſupported. with every . 
nowing , that a London table could ſurniſh : for if 


He in ondon had the ſuperiority in ſome. particular 
e, thi Ih. the other places had in greater per- 
—_ @ G0 what London could not Þ eakly purchaſe; 
benelt ich made the equality of good. things more - 
ut mal bop a level than the Engliſh would readily —_— 
FI a but to which Sir rade would not | 1 
= net | F 2 | 8 aſſent. 
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aſfent. And as a trait J have before obſeryed 
in Foote's character when his real beſt friend, 
Sir Francis Delaval, left the room, where there 
were not leſs than eight or ten perſons, each 
of whom he knew would relate again what he 
ſaid, he burſt out into a loud laugh, and turn. 
ing to me ſaid, “ Wilkinſon! did you ever hear 
ſuch a hound giving his ſentiments on good 
tables and living?—Since my return from Jre- 
land,“ added Foote, 5 1 have had the mortif- 
cation to dine here fix times, and each day a | 
d large loin of pork on the table, which 
he calls a dinner! —By G—d I'll not dine here 
again theſe three months; for I ſuppoſe he 
means to run his loin of pork againſt the Bey- 
gar's Opera?”—which had been acted a great 
number of nights - at' Covent-Garden, Mr. | 
Beard being Macheath ; Miſs Brent, the Polly:— 
It was equal to the firſt run when it came out | 
at Lincoln's-Inn-Fields Theatre, 172J—when 
a wit ſaid, that the Beggar's Opera 


Made Rich gay, 

STR FO And Gay rich. 
That piece alſo occaſioned a material event: 
His Grace the Duke of Bolton was irrefiſtadly } 
enſlaved by the Syren Polly (Miſs Fenton); 
but neither perſuaſion, riches, nor ſettlement, 
could relax or ſoften the heart of the fair one; 
in ſhort, nothing leſs could purchaſe her hand, 
and heart than the ſharing his honours as the 
| Ducheſs of Bolton ;—to the which he aſſented, 
and never had cauſe to repent, as ſhe 15 
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every duty of that high. ſtation with becoming 
dignity—as a ducheſs, wife, and mother. Ad- 
mired by all, ſhe enjoyed her unfaded laurels. 
for many years, as the Bolton family can teſ- 
Aa to Mr. Foote's remark on the loin of 
pork, it might be partly true; for though Sir 
Francis was liberal and extravagant in many 
points, nicety of food was the laſt thing he 
ever thought of; if there was but plenty, ge 
never cared for the quality or the luxuries of a 
table: —and had he actually heard Foote, he 
would only have laughed at him, and with him; 
he knew his foibles, and admired. all Foote's 
ſallies of humour that fo often ſet the table in 

2 roar. EE on, r 


I => 


Where be his gibes now, his flaſhes of mettiment? 
Not one now to mock his own grinning 
Alas ! pr = Y e ( 


But Sir Francis was ſo far even with Foote, 
that he enjoyed a ſtroke againſt him to the 
full as much as any other perſon. :—He would 
laugh with Foote when acting Cadwallader, 
yet was ſuch a miſchievous wag, that he would 
teaze Mr. A—ce till he was enraged at Foote :— 
and all this was give-and-take, fair play: — He 
was fond of tricks with his gueſts who viſned 
him at Seaton, Delaval. Mr. Obrien, on his 
return from a. viſit there, related to me many 

whimſical frolics which were practiſecd with 
much joke and good humour; and Mr. Obrien 
told them in ſuch a manner as made the nar- 
rative very n — ! 8 
,, ©: 7 +0 
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When Mr. Foote and the reſt of the company 
departed, Sir Francis detained me in order to re. | 
late the requeſt he had hinted at in his note; 
which was, he ſaid, relative to an alteration of 
my play :—ta change the Diſtreſſed Mother to 
that of Tamerlane ; and that he wiſhed to intro- 

_ duce, inſtead of Mrs. Pritchard, our old friend 
Mrs. Wier, whoſe welfare he had mueh concern 
for, and would inſtruct her in the character of 
Ar Py anne te PR Oe 250 rn 3 
Sir Francis Delaval was greatly attached to the 

drama, fo much ſo, that it is well remembered, and 
univerſally known he acted the part of Othello in 
March 1751, at Drury-Lane theatre, with la- 

dies and gentlemen of faſhion of his acquaintance, 
Sir Francis's perſon was noble, handſome, and 
commanding, and very proper to give a ſtriking 
reſemblance of: the Mooriſh General. There is 
a ſtrong likeneſs of that great patron of the actes 
and actreſſes at Lord Mexborough's, at Methley } 
near Pontefract. To Lord and Lady Mexbo- 
rough I am under numerous obligations; I could 
with pleaſure ſay a great deal more, but were I to 
expatiate on all 1 feel for the many perſons to 
whom I am indebted for favoursg, it would fill the 
largeſt book that ever was publ Ried, and furvit 
JJ 
'_ Sir John, now Lord Delaval, acted Iago, and 
was pronounced incomparable in judgment and 
diſplay of abilities, and it was allowed by all to 
be a critical performance of that difficult charac- 
ter. Applauſe on that night's acting need not be 
mentioned, as the reader may be aſſured it ws 
commanded, and not leſs merited. Sir 2 65 
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hired the theatre at a very conſiderable expences 
as not only that of a benefit, but the ſuppoſed 


tion was added to that: charge. 

The family aided Sir Francis to fill the theatre 
with their own acquaintance only, which included 
all the. nobility of the three kingdoms then in 
London, but not any one was admitted without a 
per ticket from Sir Francis or, his brothers, 
who had ealculated the number the theatre would 
contain, and that without diſtinQion of places to- 
prevent offence : and in conſequence, when the 


as brilliant with ſtars : garter as the boxes and 
pit below. 


cis held that gentleman in high eſteem as his pri- 
vate confidential friend ; en he alluded to 
the teaching Mrs. Wier Arpaſia, he added, Mack- 
lin had promiſed to aſſiſt him, which tree . 
collectively made me obeiſant. 


110 1 mention, or rather introduce here the more 
ns to | readily, theſe theatrical "circumſtances of Sir 


Uthe Francis Delaval, to account for his ſtage furor in 


nin teaching Mrs, Wier the character of Arpaſia, who 
had many claims on his kindneſs to _—_ 


and | her :——— We muſt conſider ſhe was the aui 
and of one Wier, who had ſerved him faithfully be 


all to many years, and had ever affiſted Sir Francis in 
Arac- his various attachments; for no ſooner was one 


jot be icheme accompliſhed but he was on the wing for 
t ves another. — 80 Wier was never idle, but was an 
ancis induſtrious ſervant 3 and it might be ſaid Oy of 
hired e bim 


profits of Mr. Garrick's beſt character for atttae- 


beſt places were mm the upper gallery was 


The reitdnſils were a have ho told) 8 y ; 
conducted by my good friend Macklin ; Sir Fran- 
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kept in perpetual employment. 
I had not any objection to her playing Arpaſia, 
and he gave me a genteel order for three ſide- 
boxes; for which he paid moſt liberally, and ap- 
pointed two or three dozen of his friends to go 
Ain ide p TT Py On; 
When the night came there was a very bril 
liant audience; my own friends were numerous 
Lady Granard, Lady Tyrawley, Mrs. Skelton, 
Lord Verney, were all there, and filled their ſeps- 
rate boxes. Mrs. Wier was well received, as is 
generally the caſe with young performers from the 
candour of a London audience; but ſhe was lan. 
gvid, timid, and barely reached mediocrity, tho 
not by any means laughable or offenfively ridicu- 
lous; indeed ſhe began her ſtage career too late 
in life, being at that time, as near as I can guels, 
thirty- five or thirty-ſix years of age: She wanted 
animation and expreſſion for Arpaſia. But ſue 
haas quitted theſe earthly realms of abode, and has 
followed her Moneſes, and left me, her Bajazct, 
: to bemoan her loſs. . 
This benefit, which I obtained from Gartick 
with difficulty, proved a very great and pleaſing 
addition to my accumulating funds. © 
The theatre cloſed in May, and J, without ſee⸗ 
ing Mr. Garrick, having then obtained my fret: 
dom by the expiration of my article that had ei. 
iſted from October 1757, ſet off once more 0n4 
journey to Portſmouth, where I expected opel 
arms to receive me, but was in my expeQations 
diſappointed: for though my friends were as uſui 
glad to ſee me, the players were quite the my 


him that he always had his hands full, and oy | 
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The acting what parts, and reviving what plays I 


pleaſed, they repreſented, in ſtrong terms, as very 


great innovations on the rules and orders, eſta- 
bliſhed in their ſociety or common- wealth; as 
many uſeful members on that account had with- 
drawn themſelves in diſguſt, greatly to the pre- 
judice of their buſineſs in general, — The Her- 
moine, Mrs, Daly, expreſſed herſelf as greatly 
injured by my having introduced Miſs Morriſon 
and Miſs White the year before, who had acted 
ſeveral of her favourite characters. She thus ha- 
rangued me :— The one, ſhe ſaid, had torn from 
her royal brows and ſtock of fame Cleopatra and 
Hermoine, next the chaſte Penelope from the arms 
of ber Ulyſſes; and not content with that, had 
actually ſeparated the true Roxana from the love 
of Alexander: The other rival had ſtolen, by 
ſurpriſe, Sylvia and Deſdemona, &c. ;—and was 
ſhe to be deprived of her honours by an igno- 
ramus ?—alluding to Miſs White's Battle-ax, as 
mentioned before.' Queen Daly proceeded, and, 
armed with her conſtant friend the brandy-bottle, 
purſued her declaration of wrongs and injuries 


with great proweſs and ſtrength of lungs ;. the ſur- 


rounding kings and princes, with the lords in 
waiting, nodded: marks of aſſent and approbation 
of their Amazonian tragic queen: they roſe and 
voted their thanks, and unanimouſly reſolved in 
future not to permit any interloper ; but on con- 
ſideration of my paſt ſervices, they would for the 
ſummer ſeaſon admit me as a- ſharer, (as they 
termed it) and to be reſtricted to only one benefit, - 
and not as the year before two clear benefits. 
This propoſal I would not by any means accept. 
e | ; | $a Inn f 
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— They urged (with truth) that 5 attract ion az 
to novelty. was paſt, conſequently my friends 
and the public at large, who had made it a buf. 
neſs to attend the theatre to ſee and ſupport me, 
would in all probability decline their f frequency 
. of viſits, and reſerve their caſh to ſerve me on 
my benefit night, merely for my patticular 
advantage, which weighed ' materially with their 
. confiderations': So, .on their not complying 
with my expeQations and propoſals, we parted 
with mutual diſdain, 5 and anger at 0. P. 
and P. S.“ 
I, like my brethren of the Sock and Boſkin 
laid the fault, as is natural, on the manager in 
particular, and to all my friends, I related my 
grievances, as well as to my. beſt patrons, and 
ſowedthe ſeeds of diſcord with propitious hands, 
as they from their partiality to me were much en- 
raged; and it actually was the conſequence of 
their encouraging another playhouſe to be built, 
which is the preſent theatre. From trivia 
cauſes ſometimes matters of importance iſſue forth, 
and the banditti (for they were really little better | 
which exiſted and exulted (like ſavage; fiends in 
human ſhape on the Cornwall coaſts, eagerly | 
waiting for a lucky ſhip-wreck,) on the ſpoils of 
war, were ſoon diſperſed by regular farces from 
Bath; and gin and brandy U the N 8 


3 moſt of weir 8 | 
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At that juncture, (as the war Rift continued be 
tween France and England) July 1760, there was 
an encampment at Wincheſter of no leſs than 
eight regiments of militia, and the Earl of Effing- 
ham's regiment of regulars, under the command 
of the preſent Lord's father. The father and ſon 
were both there, and there were the greateſt num- 
ber of officers I ever beheld aſſembled together, 
This brilliant camp was to be ſtationed there for 
the whole ſummer, unleſs the boaſted French in- 
vaſion, at that time ſo much threatened and ex- 
pected, or ſome particular occurrence intervened 


and commanded a removal. 


The Bath company, headed by: Mr. Griffith 
and Mr. Keaſberry, lured by the fair promiſe of a 
plentiful harveſt, built a temporary theatre in that 


city; and finding I was at variance with the 


grandees of Portſmouth, gave me a very genteel 


offer to join the forces under their direction, 


which I accepted with pleaſure, as the change 
was very fatisfaQtory ; and for good reaſons, as . 
it promiſed not only to be lucrative but eligible, 
and particularly pleaſant : and another ſtrong 
charm which it had with me was variety and no- 


velty ; two qualities ever predominant with me in 


all fituations, and at that time, from my perpe- 
tual change of place, was become habitual. 80 


that for the ſake of variety the city or the village 
had at different times equal charms according to 


my various diſpoſitions. But either would have 


given me ſatiet Yo if confined to it alone. And 


could I live as I pleaſed, now I ain writing this in 
March 1799, I would every fix weeks or, two © 
months be on different grows; and with a full 
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purſe think 1 018 make the whole year y very 45. 
lightful, by being in aten Paris, Bath, Edin- 
burgh, &c. 

However to Winchefer 1 went, and found it 
to a high degree agreeable, and the weather added 
to make -it delightful. It was one of the fineſt 
ſummers I. ever remember; and certainly with 
youth, health, ſpirits, and money in the pocket, 
a love of acting, gratified and attended with 
applauſe and ſucceſs at the age of twenty-one 
years, was an enviable ſituation not to be de- 
ſcribed ; and all theſe bleſfings at that time I en- 
joyed, which are ſeldom to be en in my 
tuation of life. 

The enthuſiaſm attendant on a young man 
poſſeſſed of public favour, and being the utmoſt 

of the poſſeſſor's wiſhes, can only be felt, for it is 

not to be deſcribed ;—it is a deluſion of Magical 
felicity known to the actor only: — few there are 
who have at one time that accumulation of good 
gifts juſt mentioned, and I really then was bleſſed 
with them all. Not that I now can boaſt thoſe 
_ enviable treaſures of health, pleaſure,  &c. but as | 
Lady Pentweazle ſays, 1 have. had my day, Mr. 
. Carmine.—But the ſtage has now no charms for 
me; yet 1 cannot but remember ** Such. things 
were, and were moſt. precioos to me;“ and a 
time; though paſt, which I reflect. on and re- 
act in my imagination with the Stesteſt ſatiſl. 
nene, - IN 


| n wakes a glad „ of my yourh 3 
| Calls « Pack paſt 3 Joys, and warms me into tranſ port. 


5 . 
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degree of credit and ſelf-approbation for ſome 
things—[ dare not ſay all:—who can ?—I was 


obliged, 

was alſo her ſiſter; we uſed to have Frequent par- 
ſeaſon my Wincheſter Beckey. 

juſt then printed and publiſired, and was acting 
theatre in the Haymarket, night after night in the 


hotteſt months of the year, The faſhion of not 


pieces not heing printed, but kept under lock and 


2 ee celſent 


And memory ſometimes gives me a great : 


then 1 by the tous and the great 5 bin | 


to his Giace he os Duke of Bedford, ; fon 
whoſe generoſity and kindneſs 1 Was much 


Mis Ambroſe, bevier habn naw! by the maſſe” 
of Egerton, was a moſt agreeable young lady, as 


ties, and have been from that time on a moſt . 
friendly intimacy : Miſs Ambroſe, was that "Fay 5 


« bf a * 1 * 7 3 4 * 
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The comedy of the Minor, that had. met fo 
unlucky a fate" in Ireland a few months before, was 


with a rage aſtoniſhing. It is not deſcribable the 
crowds of all degrees that cruſhed in to that little 


Ve Amr IONS AI WAL, . 
err 
3 iT 


publiſhing is quite modern, and the favourite 


key, is of infinite prejudice to us poor devils in 
the country theatres, as we really cannot afford to 
pay for the purchaſe of MSS.——The only time I ' 
ever exerciſed my pen on ſuch an occaſion was on 

a trial of ner — Mr, Haerrhy bought that e- 
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cellent comic opera of the Duenna from Mr. She. 


ridan; I ſaw it ſeveral times, and finding it im- 
practicable to move Mr. Harris's tenderneſs, l 
locked myſelf up in my room, ſet down firſt the 


jokes I remembered, then I laid a book of the 
ſongs before me, and with magazines kept the re. 
gulation of the ſcenes, and by the help of a nu | 


merous collection of obſolete Spaniſh plays I pro- 
duced an excellent opera; I may ſay excellent—and 
an unprecedented compliment; for whenever Mr, 
Younger, or any other country manager wanted 
a copy of the Duenna, Mr. Harris told them they 
might play Mr. Wilkinſon's : hundreds have ſeen 
it in every town in Great-Britain and Ireland. — 


Mrs. Webb has aQed the part of the Duenni 
in my Opera, as I call it, many nights at Edin- 


- burgh—Mr. Suett, the Jew, at Vork, &. 


While I was at Wincheſter his Royal Higb- 


neſs the Duke of Vork, who had honoured ny 
benefit at Portſmouth in 1758, was at Southamp- 
ton for his health and the advantage of ſea- 


bathing. I muſt remark that Southampton, in 


the year 1760, was not frequented as a faſhion- 
able place of reſort, but it now ſtands in equal 


rank with other various '\ducking-places at pre- 


ſent in vogue for the autumn part of the ſum- 
ner? „ bh 


His Royal Highneſs frequently paid a vrht to 
the officers at the camp, and cfcen honoured the 

theatre on thoſe viſitations; he recolleRed firſt 

ſeeing me at Portſmouth, and after at Prury-Lane 


Theatre in the Diverſions of the Morning, &ec. 
and having ſeen the Minor on its firſt repreſenta- 


tion, juſt before he had leſt London for South- | 


OE a 


Fd 


TA 


poſſible, and Mr. Wilkinſon to perform Mr. 


Highneſs the Duke of Vork, Wedneſday evening, 
Augu/t 13, the Mixox. Indeed the comedy, 


the unexpected honour was a moſt flattering and 
lucky ſtroke for me, the piece, and Mr. Keaſ- 


uncommon - applauſe, which was increaſed by 
the attention and diſtinguiſhed marks of appro- 
bation beſtowed by His Royal Highneſs.—I was 


I with Mr. Griffith and Mr. Keaſberry lighted 
his Highneſs out of the box, he ſaid to me 
„Very well indeed, Wilkinfon ! I ſhall command 


houſes. n 8 2 


community. Indeed Mr. Keaſberry was ſome- 
times obſtreperous, and actually turned me out of 


will here mention a very ludicrous circumſtance 


Mr. Griffith, at the latter end of our ſeaſon, de- 
parted for Dublin, being engaged by Mr. Moſſop, 
the firſt winter of e eben 

that city, : TR 


* 


ampton, he ſent Col. Pitt to Mr. Keaſbetry, de- 

ſiring that piece might be got ready as ſoon as 
Foote's characters; and when the comedy was 
prepared to inform Col. Pitt, and his command, 


might be added at the top of the bill: — This was 
accordingly done. By command of his Royal 


was in ſtudy, and would have been ſoon acted, but 


berry : It brought a great houſe, and obtained 
honoured with his thanks by Col: Pitt; and when 


it again.” —It was acted four or five times to great 
The whole ſeaſon was indeed a ſcene of unin- 
terrupted harmony and. proſperity with our little 
his houſe when the morning -gun fired, that be- 
ing the ſignal for ſending me home to bed. 1 


that happened on the bene fit of Mt. Keaſbefry.— 


ion to Mr. Barry in 


| | 
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i - Mr. Keaſberry's benefit was on Wedneſday 

"4 the 1ſt of October; Alexander the Great was the fi 
418 play, got up with great attention: I was the Q 
i Alexander, (alſo the Richard, Lear, &c.) The la 
W - conſtant regularity of the Bath company was ſuch, mn 
= that the reader may be aſſured there was not an tc 
1 neglect on Mr. Keaſberry's night, but all deco- pi 
„ rations, &c. were ordered fully equal to what q2 
I could be afforded.— Statira, Miſs Ambroſe. —All w 
1 went off with great eclat till the latter part of the w 
# fourth act, ſoon after the death of Clytus.—-Some Ja 
# olive leaves, &c. intended for decorations, being at 
i twiſted and (interwoven with little bits of wax, p 
1 caught fire from the lights, and the flame con- It 
1 tinuing to blaze the burnt particles occaſioned a p 
ti ſtrong ſtench—an univerſal cry of Fire] fire !” ol 
4 prevailed, on which every perſon was alarmed, but bt 
14 not one ſo horridly aghaſt as the dead Clytus, who fi 
i had expired by the rage of Alexander: he roſe - n 
1 witli the agility of a tumbler that would not have tl 
bo diſgraced the Royal Circus; his upriſe and exit ce 
I! were fo quick, that he threw the immortal Alex- | $8 
i ander on his back, The late noble Eatl of Ef. (] 
bl fingham, who was remarkably corpulent, evinced p. 
in equal alacrity with dead nimble-footed Clytus, fi 
1 and gave evident proofs of ſuperior agility; ſor in- a 
i: ſtead of making his way to the box-door, he with | w 
one ſpring of the utmoſt caſe, ſwiftneſs, and dex - m 
$' terity, vaulted over the fide-box, and lighted on b. 
14 his AA on a row in the middle of the pit, ſtand- 01 
ing erect; the ſeat gave proof to the credit of the b 
[il _ carpenter ;. for it did not yield, but firmly ſup- Ml 
| i ported its ponderous and noble weight. _ , n 
$ 

4 
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In a few minutes the trifling cauſe that occa- 
foned this univerſal panic ſubſided, and was ſoon 
extinguiſhed ; the audience called to order, the 
ladies inſtead of fainting, being furrounded by 
martial heroes, ſmiled ; Lord Effingham returned 
to his box, but not by the way he went into the 
pit: No ſooner was his Lordſhip ſettled in fats 
quo than all the gentlemen of the army (for he 
was univerſally beloved) gave a general ſalutation, 
which his-Lordſhip returned, and after a hearty 
laugh on all fides the*play was ordered to go on, 
and old grey-headed Clytus made his ſecond af- 
pearance after death, and. proſtrated himſelf once 
more a viaim at the feet of Alexander. It ap- 
peared fo truly ridiculous, that the convulſive fits 
of laughter which involuntarily enſued, may eaſier 
be conceived than deſcribed ; it was truly whim- 
ſical, and mutually entertaining. Joy and fear ge- 
nerally run into extremes, as was the caſe ;_ for 
the remaining part of the fourth act of the tragi- 
comedy was all laughter: The diſtreſſed princeſs 
Statira in her alarm had not caught up a blanket 
(Hecuba like), but actually ran out of her thatched 
palace to the friendly refuge and aſylum of the 
firſt clay- cold ditch that opened to receive her; 
and having recovered from her fears, returned 
well eſcorted to our court of Babylon. So har- 
mony being reſtored, with a pauſe for .compoſure 
before the fifth act commenced, ſerious faces were 
once more. reſumed, and Alexander ordered to 
be interred in the temple of Jupiter Ammon with 
all honours, and without diſturbance to his re- 
mains. e e ia Ty 3 
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This anecdote of Wincheſter had eſcaped my 
memory had it not been refreſhed by a 3 
of faſhion who was preſent at that night s Exhihj- 


tion, and with whom I had the pleaſure of ſupping 


at Mr. Broadhead's in Portland Place, March 
1787, where Mr. Kemble was alſo at table. In- 
deed the preſent Bord Effingham remembers it 
perfeQly well. As I have taken the liberty to intro- 
_ duce here the late and the preſent Lord Effingham, 
I think it highly incumbent for me publicly to 
acknowledge the fayours conferred on me by the 
late Lord Effingham, at that time at Wincheſter; 
and in conſequence thereof I have been much ho- 
noured, ſince, by the preſent Lord and Lady Ef- 
fingham, for. whom 1 truly hold the moſt pro- 
5 and reſpe&ful gratitude. 

The ſucceſs of the Minor made me defire 3 


week's furlow to ſee Mr. Foote perform his cha- 


racters in the meridian of its glory, which requeſt 
was complied with. _ 

It had received much retowehing and many al- 
terations by the - ingenious hand of Mr. Foote, 
ſince I had ſeen it the winter before in Ireland. 

The Introduction, Smirk the auctioneer, and Dr. 
Sgquintum's Epilogue, were all entirely new. | 
went two or three nights, but with great diſſi- 


culty got admittance, the crowds to ſee it were ſo 


numerous. I took that opportunity of huring a 
poſt-chaiſe for the day to viſit Cowley, meaning 
once more to claim and renew my acquaintance 
with Mr. Rich, who was then at his country-ſeat; 
but it was not attended with the ſucceſs I wiſhed: 
he was very civil, but the play-bill from Win- 
oticſter, though nn with his Royal High- 


; nes 
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my neſs the Duke of Vork's patronage, had not the 
I effect I expected it weuld have had: One hour 
l was the full length of our tete-a-tete. However 
55 did not repent my journey to London, as I had 


mended my performances in the Minor by ſee- 
ing Mr. Foote's playing the parts, and the bet- 


| ter prepared for my next acting of them at 

m Wincheſter, which happened a fe days after my 
by return. VFC 

0 J judged, though Mr, Rich and I had not then 


agreed, it might be brought about, and if not, 
by my utility and conſequence to the company at 
Wincheſter, and my friendſhip with Mr. Keaſ- 
berry, I depended to a certainty on his intereſt 
to explain and ſpeak ſo fayourably of me to Mr. 

Arthur, manager of the Bath theatre, that I 
ſhould ſecure a principal engagement there for 
the winter; and believe, had I been reduced to 
have made the experiment, I ſhould not have 

flattered myſelf with wrong conjectures, as I am 
certain Mr. Keaſberry would have done any thing 


E to have ſerved me, and Mr. Arthur, (a ſordid 
Dr character) would have found it ſuch. an agree- 
ab ment as would have anſwered his purpoſe, as 
wy indeed it afterwards proved, though not that very 
5 year. e E Es 


I muſt not omit to mention, it was the beſt bred 3 
audience at Wincheſter I ever ſaw; I do not re- 
1 member when any thing went accidently wrong 


ſeat on the ſtage, a ſingle inſtance of ſnecring or ill- 
vr nature. It was from the beginning of the ſeaſon 
Vin⸗ till the ending, a, continued ſcene- of the moſt 
"mY perfect good breeding that could be conceived or 
10 practiſed; and they were always ready to aſſiſt and 
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relieve the performers when embarraſſed, and 
never, by loud talking and affected contempt gr 
_ rudeneſs, diſtyrbed the theatre or diſtreſſed the 
actor. And to the credit of the Bath company 
at Wincheſter be it recorded, though their in- 
comes were not ſuperabundant or - ſuperfluous, 
though an amazing concourſe of people; in 
the time of war, and proviſions not cheap, but 
ſcarce and high priced, yet I do not believe one 
8 owing in the- town of Wincheſter 
rom a ſingle actor, or the whole collected com- 
pany of comedians.— O tempora ] O more, 
This trip from Bath was to the advantage of 
the players; yet the gentlemen of the army 
deemed it a compliment to themſelves, and 2 
ſuch requiſite for them to make a return for what 
they eſteemed a favour: and indeed they were 
all, from the general down to the enſign, kept to 
the ſtricteſt military duty. What a relief cer. 
tainly muſt à decent well- conducted little theatre 
have been to themſelves and their variety of vi- 
ſitors from all parts of the kingdom, who came 
by way of reſpe& to ſee their friends in the camp 


and the general grand review, and alſo as a plet- 


ſant trip of relaxation from London? I do not 
believe in the courſe of twelve weeks, three gentic- 
men ever attempted to get behind the ſcenes 
during the repreſentation : for though the ſte 
was eaſy from the pit to the ſtage, the decorum 
was ſuch that I do not recollect a fingle infringe 
ment. I did twice or thrice ſee Lord Effinghan 
and the Marquis of Taviſtock, and that-chiefy 


on account of benefits: Not that we were deſtitute 


of female attraction. Mrs. Egerton (then Mis 
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Ambroſe, the Statira) made ſtrong impreſſions on 
ſeveral 3 but on no one of note with ſuch unmer- 
ciful havock as on the heart of the Marquis of 
Taviſtock. I have entertained doubts that he 
ſubdued the fortreſs ; for to my knowledge. the 
Marquis offered large and munificent terms for 
capitulation with all the honours of war, with 
e ſuch accommodation and beſort as levelled 
% with her breeding.” But when women ſtand 


TATE WILKINSON, 


a ſiege they are hard to be conquered, and ge- 


nerally ſubdue the boldeſt. If ſhe. had capitu- 
lated and yielded at diſcretion, ſhe would have 
been more envied than cenſured: for I had 
then never ſeen the univerſal great and good 
qualities of the mind, and elegance of figure, 
ſo conſpicuouſly united in one man, as I did 
in the Marquis of Taviſtock. He was indeed 
when he died a loſs to his illuſtrious family, his 
friends, and the nation, and as an individual, 
a great one to me; and will by me, ever while 
I have memory to recolle&, be mentioned with 
regard for his goodneſs and the partiality he 
honoured me with. Thoſe - who recollect the 
Marquis will not think I have ſaid too much, 


but rather given a faint drawing of the; original. 


As the Marquis never forgot he was a man of 
quality and à foldier ; | ſo he never gave his in- 
teriors cauſe to imagine he was not ſpeaking to a 
gent lea. od; ane es e 


Having made my obſervations on the ex- 


traordinary elegant demeanor of that noble m- 


litary audience, I beg to be permitted to expreſs 


what I have often felt for myſelf, and ſympa- - | 


thized on the ſame account with my fellow - 
; comedians, _ 


k — 


420 Manns or: 
comedians, when not only wantonly inſulted, 
"but too often by the willfully rude behaviour 
from different parts of the theatre. I do not 
mean to confine it to the front, fide, or ſtage 
boxes; though it is no more ſtrange than true, | 
that it too often comes from thoſe places of moſt 
faſhionable reſort.— There ſurely is nothing ſo 
barbarous, ſo uncivilized, ſo unlike a real gen. 
tleman, as the exercifing this inhuman, this 
"torturing, affected diſpoſition ; for after all it 
proceeds in fact from affectation, the overfloy 
of youthful minds, primed by the circling glaſs: 
Even the ladies are not always blameleſs in tis 
reſpect, but excite their own mirth, by the 
putting their fellow creatures on the rack; 
furely the poſſeſſor of delicate feelings would 
ſhudder at knowing he or ſhe was the cauſe of 
ſuch miſery. And is it not excruciating when 
vou work upon the mind of \another ? The 
- phyfician can adminiſter for all ills but that, 


— 


and therein Dr, Shakſpeate ſays, - 
True patient muſt adminiſter to himſelf,” © 


I do not mean to dictate to perſons who honour 
the theatre often that they are to be under the 
conſi nement of conſtant attention; (for molt of 
the good houſes are perhaps on'faſhionable nights, 
when, as to what the play is, does not ſignih 
the flirt of a fan), but they ſhould avoid be- 
haviour, which in a foreign theatre would not 
be «tolerated. And only let the feeling mind 
reflect what. a lefſening to beauty and fortune, 
what a diſtortion ſuch ſtrange fits occaſion, 15 


— 
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they ſo far forget themſelves as to deſcend to a 
level with their deemed inferiors, and put that 
beauty into the bands of an ill-natured painter: 
for players, by the bye, are painters, and though 
not bred artiſts, can ſometimes ſteal from Shak- 
ſpeare's portraits, and produce ſo ſtrong a ca- 
riegture, that though they may laugh, it does 
not give pleaſure to their all ſeeming gaiety: 
For aQing is not confined to the ſtage—but 


| All men and women are merely players: 
They have their exits and their entrances. 


All the modes of diftrefling actors and au- 
diences, effeQually baffle every effort from the 
performer: for he: ts immediately told by ſuch 
inſinuation, that he is a perſon of; inferiority, 
who no body knows, though poſſibly. a real 
gentleman and of family (though not. a ſon of 
Fortune, but Misfortune) and is in conſequence 
degraded as the player; his attempts immedi- 
ately vaniſh, and the mock prince ſinks fud- 
denly to Mr. A. or Mr. B. and he muſt: reſt 
quiet (without hazarding the incurring of ſpleen, 
anger, &c.) and ſubmit to ſuch uſurping tyranny 
as would diſgrace the very inflictors to pratice _ 
on their moſt menial dependents. 'O! ladics 
and gentlemen only reflect on the fable of the 
boys and the frogs „ Romeo ei 64 voy 
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That what is ſport to you, is death to um. 
Would that ſuch laughers did more reſpect 
themſelves ! could they behold the mirror at 
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truth, when he ſaid of woman—— 


And what is more extraordinary in this mode 


riority; ſo much the contrary, that the Twigs 


whatever, that may in the leaſt diſturb the a- 
gentlemen will aid to conſtitute that amiable 
quality, all I can urge would be of no effect. 


in the fide boxes from the pit, when Virginia 
was acting at Drury-Lane. Mrs. Cibber a&ed 


_ outrageouſly reliſhed by the applauding audi 
- Echo EE ER cog RN 
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the moment, they would foon perceite by 
change of countenance that Dr. Young ſpoke 


That Heaven is pleaſed to make diſtreſs become her, | 


And dreſſes her moſt amiably in tears, 


of wantonneſs (for I can term it no other) is, 
that theſe perſons: lunit their demeanor accord- 
ing to the place they are in. At Edinburgh or 
Bath, rarely ſuch littleneſs is ſeen from ſupe- 


of Faſhion from every county, when in the 
boxes at Bath or London, fit as gentle as lambs, 
and are aſtoniſhed at the barbarity of any noiſe 


vourite actor or actreſs. But here let the topic 
reſt; for unleſs the true feelings of ladies and 


character, and plead in their breaſts in behalf i 
of ſtage tragedy-herocs, and ſtage-ladies of 


I remember ſome perſons being called to order 


that part, after which ſhe had to ſpeak the fol- 
lowing lines in the epilogue ; which had a mol 
wonderful effe& -on the aggreſſors, and was 


May 1 approach unto the boxes pray, * . 
And there ſearch out a judgment on the play? 
In vain alas! I ſhould attempt to find it! 

Fine ladies ſee a play, but never mind it: 
Tis vulgar to be mov'd by acted paſſion, . - 
Or form opinions till they're fixed by Faſhion, - 


* 
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| Moſt theatrical hiſtories are made up by pages 
upon pages from Cibber, Betterton, Victor, Da- 
vies, and others, ſo in fact they are no more 
than compilements, which makes me unwilling 
to give. the following extract from 'Gibbcrz but 

as he is clever, and 1 naturally wiſh proſperity 

to the ſect and buſtin, I think a few lines from 

| ſo able a maſter will be more acceptable than 
any thing I can offer on the ſubject. 

Cibber ſays, „ Notwithſtanding all my det 


endeavours to recommend the profeſſion of an 


Wigs actor to a more general favour, 1 doubt white 
| the be is liable to more unlimited: infults, as I have 
ok already mentioned; I doubt I ſay, we muſt ſtill 
noiſe 


leave him a-drift with his intrinke merit, to 
ride out the ſtorm as well as he is able. 


topic © However let us now turn to the other kde 
and of this acedunt and ſee what advantages ſtand 
niable there to balance the misfortunes I have laid 


before you. There we ſhall ſtill find ſome 'va- 


es of luable articles of eredit, that ſometimes over- pay 
d. his incidental diſgraces. . 

; order « Firſt, if he has ſenſe he will ne that 
5 25 theſe indignities are ſeldom or ever offered 


bim by people that are remarkable for- any one 
god quality, he ought not to lay them too cloſe + 
to his heart: He will know too, that when 
| malice, envy, or brutal nature, can ſecurely | 
hide or fence themſelves in a multitude, virtue, 
merit, innocence, and even ſovereign ſuperiority 
have been, and muſt-be, equally liable to their. 
inſults ; that therefore when they fall upon him 
in the ſame manner, his intrinſic value cannot 
be Keen * them: On the contrary, * 
3 . "Wn 
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with a decent and unruffled temper he lets them 
paſs, the diſgrace. will return upon his aggreſſor, 
and perhaps warm the generous ſpectator intoa 
partiality in his favour. - That while he is con. 
ſcious that as an actor, he muſt be always in 
the hands of injuſtice, it does him at leaſt thi; 
involuntary good, that it keeps him in a ſettled 
reſolution to avoid all occaſions of provoking it, 
or of even offending the loweſt enemy, who zt 
the expence of a ſhilling may publicly revenge it. 
That if he excels on the ſtage, and is irreproach | 
able in his perſonal morals and behaviour, hi | 
_ profeſſion is ſo far from being an impediment, 
that it will be oftener a juſt reaſon for his being 
received among 5 condition with fayour, 
and ſometimes with a more ſocial diſt inction, 
than the beſt though more profitable trade he 
might have followed could have recommended 
hibk . EO OE OS 
What a bleſſing, therefore, is it— what an 
enjoyed deliverance! after an actor has been 
driven by fortune to ſtand fo many wanton 
| buffets of unmanly fierceneſs, to find himſelf at 
laſt quietly lifted above the reach of them— 
. Now, though I have ſometimes: known thelc 
gallant inſulters of audiences draw themſelves 
into ſcrapes which they have leſs honouradly 
got out of, yet, alas! what has that/availed:— 
This generous public-ſpirited method of fileneing 
a few, was but repelling the diſeaſe in one patt 
to, make it break out in another. All endeavours? 
at protection are new provocations to thoſe u 
pride themſelves in puſhing their courage to 37 
defiance of humanity. Even when a royal te- 
. OW: Yi 2 135 ſentment 


' 


524 


* 


FAT Wilxinson | 125 


them 


eſſor, WW jured actor, it has been unable to defend him 


nto a from farther inſults! An inſtance of which hap- 
con · ned in the late King James's time. Mr. 
s in . Smith (whoſe character as a gentleman could 
thi | have been no way impeached, had he not de- 
ettled WWW graded it by being a celebrated aQtor) had the 
ng it, misfortune in a diſpute with a gentleman be- 


ho zt 


ge it, The ſame night an account of this action was 
oach · carried to the King, to whom the gentleman 
r, bis was repreſented ſo groſsly in the wrong, that 
ment, the next day his Majeſty ſent to forbid him the 
being court upon it. This indignity-caſt upon a gen- 
our, tleman, only for having maltreated E player, 85 
ction, was looked upon as the concern of every gen- 
de he tleman; and a party was ſoon formed to aſſert 


ended and vindicate their honour by humbling this 
. favoured actor, whoſe flight injury had been 
at an 
been 
anton 


ſelf at 
em 


the next time Smith aQted he was received with 


theſe ordered the curtain to be dropped; and having a 
nſelves competent fortune of his own, thought the con- 
uradly ditions of adding to it, by his remaining upon 
led :— the ſtage, were too dear, and from that day 
-ncing entirely quitted it. I ſhall make no obfervation 

ie paſt upon the King's reſentment, or on that of his 
Avours good ſubjeAs3 how far either was or was not 

ſe who right, is not the point I diſpute, for. Be that 


e to 4 
yal re- 
atment 


it may, the unhappy*condition of the actor, 
was ſo far from being relieved by his royal in- 


—— Fonda 
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| hind the ſcenes to receive a blow from him: 


judged equal to ſo ſevere a notice. Accordingly. 


a chorus of cat-calls, that ſoon convinced him 
be ſhould not be ſuffered to proceed in his part? 
upon which, without the leaſt diſcompoſure, be 
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for it. While theſe ſort of real diſtreffes, on 


deſſion of good actors. Why then may we not 


26 Maron e ar 
terpoſſtion in his favour, that it was the worſe- 


the ſtage are ſo unavoidable, it is no wonder 
that young people of ſenſe (though of low for- 
tune) ſhould be ſo rarely found to ſupply a ſue · 


in ſome meaſure, impute the ſcarcity of them 
to the wanton inhumanity of thoſe ſpectatots 
who have made it ſo: terribly mean to appear 

there? Were there no ground for this queſtio 

where could be the diſgrace of entering * 
ſociety, whoſe inſtitution, when not — Is 2 
delightful ſchool of morality; and where to 
excel requires as ample endowments of nature 
as any one profeffion (that- uf Holy Inſtitution 
excepted) whatſoever ——But, aha? as. All. 
ſpeare ag on 


Where s that . whanlets ometimes , 
Foul things intrude not 0 885 5 


The beſt things : are liable to corruption, and 
the errors of a theatre is no diſproof of its in- 
nate and primitive utility.“ 

Garrick obſerved, that twenty-four years play- 

ing the fool claimed allowance for ſuch tedious | 
labour. Now I have been thirty-three years in 
this perplexing buſineſs, with infirmities helping | 
to enfeeble; and it is not in my power ot in. 
clination to be much longer an ator. An old 
man (it has been obſerved by an eminent writer) 
acted well by a young one is truly entertaining; 
but performed by a real old man is lamentable, 


and not to be borne. It is therefore * buy 
7 - We 


* « - 8 


. ip. 
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ould quit the ſtage (if praficable) at a certain 


, On time of life, and women earlier, leſt they incur” 

nder with Prior's Lady— NES 5 
ſuc · Pity Betterton in ge, 

> not That ridicules the Godlike rage. 


Not but a row old woman is on the ftage, as 
well as in life, at any time worth fifty bad young 
ones. A gentleman, like-manner, being tipſey, _ 
naturally exhibited, is very pleaſant ; but a rea 
drunken man we will kindly ſappoſe never was 
or ever will be ſeen on the ſtage. „ 


ol * 
-. 


Having been ſo free on the ſuppoſition of = 


1 being a ſpectator, I cannot in idea take leave of 


the ſtage with an eaſy mind and ſit quiet, unleſs 
| ſpeak of what is much more reprehenſible, an 
a more egregious fault in performers, than any 
| have mentioned or can inſert of an audience: 

Many allowances from accident may be made 


bor young perſons of rank in their gaité de cur ; 
„ and but what can be ſaid for the outrages or rather 
ts in- audacious behaviour of too many performers, 
Wes who thunder out their difapprobation and the 
; play- WW cruel inſults they receive occafionally from the 
edious audience; but would ſuch performers more 
zars in iitly adhere to their duty, and preſerve more 
elping Wi their own propriety,” they could then with more 


reaſon and real juſtice complain. It grieves me 


An old o ſay the conduct of players on the ſtage is too 
writct) often unjuſtifiable, and not to be defended, and 
ning; ſhould always be reprehended by the audience 
ntable, in the ſevereſt degree. They ſhould conſider 


that Mr. Garrick, who had attained an immenſe 
T.... ↄ 7 e, NNC:- 


to the cenſure or applauſe of the audience. 


complete Hemiet or a. perfect Pierre, but as 2 
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: fortune, when on the beards, laid himſelf liable 


As an inſtance that the audience know their | 
power, the late lively-ſpirited, good-natured Ni. 
cholſon Stewart of Edinburgh, a man of family 
and fortune, who knew every gentleman and 
lady in that ry without exception, when he 
preſented himſelf on the ſtage for Hamlet, Ro- 
meo, or Pierre, (whenever he acted it was always 
for a public charity) the audience did not pay 
their money to ſet up their friend as an idol, 
. unleſs he proved himſelf worthy to be worſhipped; 

and though that. gentleman did aQ':1Ily poſleſ 
ſterling merit, yet he wanted much to make a 


ſtaze-ſtruck. genius (like Mr.” Vapid) they would 

| judge of him as to tees merits more or leſs as an 
actor. 5 ; 

It is not ſo eaſy to mount the Rage and pleak 

as many imagine; for when the audience were 

informed Mr. Stewart (on the night of his acting 
Pierre) had fallen down a trap, and thereby put a 
ſtop to the- play for a ſhort ſpace, the impannelled? 

jury of the pit, inſtead of commiſerating his 

painful tumble, burſt out into an involuntay 

roar of r 5 Franklin * ; 


| The critic fir. we baniſh fro our bellen, . 
Death is his trade, and damning his prof. fen . 
© "Diſqualificed, becauſe (to ſay no further) oh 
* Butchers are never amb in caſe of rt OE 


But had that Wade (Mr. Sr vs in 
a room with any of thoſe perſons, and fallen 


down or 1 ne would have oy 
| mo 


1 


their affſta neee? * 
Ni. An actor ſhould confider that when the firſt 
mily man in a county ſets up for a member of par- 
and liament, he is obliged to ſolicit and uſe humili- 


ating application, (aye, and the right application 


n 
Ro- too) if he hopes to gain his election; but then 
ways be has the happy conſolation to know and feel 
pay it is all for the good of bis county. 
idol, From the king to the miniſter, and from the 
ped miniſter to the king, at times, diſagreeable con- 


oſleſs deſcenſion. muſt in ſome degree happen : It is 


6 cannot carry all his points France and Ger 
world many have lately afforded ſtriking inftances.—* © 
23 an The cobler and his laft ſhould never be forgotten; 


—and no man by any means feels the leaſt mor- 
tification or diſappointment im a more ſtinging 


down even on his equals with a haughty and 
ſupercilious eye: therefore when ſuch a great 


very great man has often checks that cut him to 


and the leaſt trifle of flight from his ſuperior is 


The actor or the poor man feels it only mo- 
mentarily, for at the corner of the next ſtreet 
he poſſibly meets a real gentleman who makes 


een in double and treble amends, and the proud man 
fallen s no more thought of but as he deſerves. 
e been There are many who profeſs to the actor great 
mol biendhip by giving bim an invitation for: the 
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moſt anxiouſſy concerned, and have run to Bie 


degree than the very proud man, who looks 
character is ſeen not deigning to look at or know 
you, there yet is a certain conſolation, that that 
the ſoul, gall his pride, and make him miſerable, 


inſupportable and irritating to the end of his life 


- 
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evening, but the day after do not know how to 
meet him with civility, leſt the common eaſy 
mode of behaviour ſhould- oecaſion a contagion 
or appear diſgraceful to themſelves :—Indeed 1 
have not much reaſon to complain of this, but 
I. have ſeen it often practiſed though ſeldom 
in the eig ooo TREE. 
I have not any right to animadvert on the 
private conduct of aQors,. for there are at the 
_ theatres many whoſe reQtitude is ſo praiſe⸗ 
- worthy, that I might take leſſons, and wiſh: to 
_ equal and emulate them. e 
 AQors. are too likely from their nocturnal line 
E of revels and conviviality, to be led into the 
love of company, which begets a cheerful glaſs, 
the cheerful glaſs begets a late hour, and theſe 
habits increaſe. into a cuſtom (as with myſelt) 
and cauſe a thouſand frailties, follies and faults, 
and too often occaſion terrible negle&@ at the 
fountain head, the theatre,” from whence. all 
their real credit and reputation: muſt ſpring: I 
therefore intreat and beſeech, if the performers 
ſincerely: wiſh the ſtage to be reſpectable, that 
they. will produce ſamples of regularity and ate } 
_ tention, and 1 will venture to affirm the re- 
formation will not paſs unobſerved, 
Fi If a ſuperior is obliged to act his part in life, 
nl the comedian ſhould know his name as is in the } 
== bill to act the part announced to the public, 
and that he ſhould execute it to the beſt of his 
abilities; more cannot be expected. But hov 
can he or ſhe expeſt attention or regard: from 
an audience, when the performers ſo frequent!) 
treat that audience with freedom, nay appatent 
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to neglect? and nothing but ſevere reprobation 

aſy and anger will effectually cure laughing at the 
on audience, and entertaining themſelves with low 
I indecent jokes and a: volley of oaths' not in the 
but parts, and often ſpoke of to their great diſcredit 

om at the tabernacle, and too often the manager 

| blamed for not preventing ſuch impromptu's, - 
the which is not in his power, and even the females 
the. ſtaring into the ſtage-boxes and ſmiling at their 
iſe- acquaintance, acting all to the pit, not directing 

u to their diſcourſe to the perſon on the ſtage, ond 

bu. Horatio, though ſo enjoined to attend the buſineſs 
line of the play, employs all that time by apparently 
the numbering the houſe.) 7 5 
laſs, If the aQtors:wiſh' for regard, they ſhould treat 
theſe the theatre each morning certainly with the ſame 
ſelf) degree of reſpect they would obſerve in the moſt 
wits, common ſchool-room;; rehearſe the play with _ 
t the ſcrious attention, and not with riot and diſcord; - 
+ all thereby giving the ſtage opponents ſuch full 
g: » Cope to exclaim, that the theatre proves itſelf a 
mers ſchool of anarchy and diſorder: by the perpetual 

that llander many performers beſtow on their col- _. 
d ate } leagues ; For 1cl; more in one houſe on a benefit 
e fe- than in another, will raiſe a jealouſy not to be 
mw ſubdued ori e oo I ey 0% ed 
1 life, A little application to the ſtudy of authors 
in the and criticiſms in general would mend many 
wblic, actors and actreſſes; but rehearſals too frequently, 


of his teſemble a game at ſchool- boys play, and inſtead 

: how of preparing for the ſtage like gentlemen, they 

- from dre acting in the ſtyle and behaviour of Chriſt- 
uent!y mas-ſtreet country 'mummers..- oo 7 
parent 9 5 FR e Og 
gleft! 
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Do not let the reader conceive the | theatr 


blin 
ſuch a bear-garden as to render this piQure n 
neceſſary for the performers in the country u ching 
general, far from it; I am only ſpeaking the As 
ſentiments of liberal minds, who are hurt be ex 
ſeeing ſuch vulgar and unpardonable-behaviou is wa: 
from a few egregiouſly. ill-bred, whom reaſoning WM the f 
would only inflame and make their company fil thodi 
worſe: and the audience have often too much arc 1 
patience when they paſs over ſuch repeated faul in hc 
by tos. much + indulgence, which the wrong: AC 
headed actor places to approbation and his ownW junQ 
nnn. oe Fe Sedo paym 
It is not arrogant or preſumptive to allege that 
that many gentlemen and ladies of the ſtag hone 
_ have deſerved and received every reſpectſiſ and! 
compliment, and that real gentlemen of famih any 
have been actors with credit to themſelves and for t! 
their connections, and that perſons of no pe R. 
digree bave proved themſelves ornaments in en 
the ſtage and to human nature, by the aſſiſtanc is, h 
only of amazing genius aud talents, and tha that 
ſuch have arrived to the ſummit of perfectio andi 
is as evident as the ncon-day ſun, and will mie 
continuing to ariſe occaſionally (like come dang 
till time Mall be no norge... how 
Wo all have our faults, as actors and actreſſe haps 

in the world's drama, and without being too hau dulge 
on the ſtagt let ih go. pluck the beam out loſt | 
his own eye, and then he will ſee clearly to puch will « 
the mote out of his brother's eye. Actors belogly is dr 
| they wiſh to expoſe the errors of each oth and! 
which, when exaggerated,” they blazon trill all : 
like making mountains of mole-hills, or reſenaly gene! 
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bling 


by. 


bling the ſtory of the three black crows, —a 
gentleman in his illneſs having diſcharged ſome- 
thing almoſt as black as a crow. fo 
As to the good word of a methodiſt it cannot 
be expected; becauſe: if real charity or candour 
is wanted, it is much more likely to come from 
the ſtage than from a conventicle; and a me- 
thodiſt and a player, like a ſpider and a toad, 
are natural enemies, each party uſing his lungs 
in hopes of a crowded benefit. 
Actors ſhould never run into debt (a hard in- 
junction |) for they may be aſſured a day of 
payment will be expected, and what is worſe, 
that one ſuch black ſheep gives the idea of diſ- 
honeſty to a whole troop; which is very hard, 
and might with as much propriety be thrown on 
any other profeſſion, that many ſnould be blamed 
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for the faults of a fe. 


Running into debts that can be avoided lefſens 
in every degree the aQor's darling paſſion, that 
is, his ideal. conſequence ;. and there is another 


that actors incur, which manifeſts negligence, 


and is, as Mr. Garrick told Shuter, not to' be 00 
comical. O comical actor! it is a debt, and a 
dangerous debt, not eaſily forgot or forglven; for 
how can the performer think that though per- 
haps the town laſt night laughed and gave in- 
dulgence that he is free? ſo far from it, he has 
loſt the golden ore, their good opinion, and it 
will take a long time to regain it: For the actor 
is dreadfully wrong who thinks, becauſe himſelf 
and friends laugh at what is termed jokes out of 
all time, place, and character, it is forgiven in 
general, and not ſet down againſt bim, and 
8 VVV 


— 
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mentioned for a twelvemonth at leaſt with 150 
and fancour by the judicious; and though this 
may be cruel, it is in ſome degree juſt, and 
5 ſhould not be ſo frequently — T would 
have all thirſt for applauſe, but let the means 
purſued be men and charsriſie to 
deſerve OT Eat 
2 Lande an actor ak be at leaſt near 
ight before he is eſtabliſhed ;- out of London an 
or ſeldom gets into ſavour and popularity, but 
ra the frequently in conſequence — the right 
road for the wrong, that is, he ſtudies to quit 
nature, and endeavours to obtain falſe applauſe 
by any means, no matter how acquired :—4 that 
is villainous, and in the end it deſtroys the 
good ſeeds of promiſe, and proves a pitiful am- 
bit ion in the knave that uſes it, be it a tragedian 
or comedian; for the ſame ill-· judged means may 
be pradtiſed as much almoſt by the one as the 
other. In the green - rom the jokes on this oc- 
_ cafion are “bringing them down; “ and tee 
wu _— cen. our lengths.“ 
on the ſtage at our own witticiſms 
is N amentable, not comical fault: Not 
that I would mean to be ſo rigid as not to aſlon 
for an accident, or once in à way a well-imed 
Joke, provided it ſuits time, place, and character. 
If the joke be ever ſo good, yet if the actor is 
performing as a Spaniard or a Frenchman, and 
reprobates either, all wit or ſenſe Is 1. 18 
aun the actor truly cenſurable 
Mr. Garrick was perhaps the NE rigid! man 
in the world as to this diſeipline, yet remember a 
1 joks: ON by Mrs. Clive in her good hu- 


mour, 


* 
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our, that put Mr. Garrick ſo off his guard, that 
he was ſeized with a fit of laughing, and chat ſo 
violently, that he could not fſiniſn the Way to | 
Keep Him, but was obliged, after two or three” 
efforts, to make his bow amidſt a roar of elee- 
trical laughter. But this was merely the effe@ of 
chance, and perhaps never before oceurred in his 
life-time, ſo as to be really maſtered by the whim 
of the Flying Meteor; it was therefore not 2 
very juſtly pardoned, but enjoyed and applaude 
Had even Mr. Garrick the next night done the 
ſame, it would: have been very properly judged 
the greateſt contempt that could be offered, nor 
would he have forgiven himſelf; and had he 
been ten Garticks in one, be would, net have 


eſcaped cenſure and diſapprobation, — Fer thougn 


an audience may laugh out of place, yet it is- the 
actor's profefſion, and that profeſſion cannot be 
ſo truly degraded: as when the profeſſors turn the 
moſt difficult art in the world, to arrive at excel- 
lence in, into ridicule, and tell the audience it is 


not ſuch a character before them, but the hu» 


morous negligent: Me. Wou'd-be the actor 


A circumſtance: relating to laughter on the ſtage 
once occurred-to-myſelf at the Haymarket theatre 


in 1764, and as IL have been mentioning errors in 
moſt theatres, permitted out of London from too 


great lenity, it leads me to point out a proper 


cure for the fault of laughing —I was that year 
an eſtabliſhed favourite in London. One even- 
ing as Mr. Foote and myſelf were acting Tragedy 
A-la-Mode, the farce was going on with high re- 


| 


liſh; but in my dying ſeene of Golcondas ſome - 


1 


thing ludicrous occurred and | laughed, Mr. Foote ESA 
N . laughed, 


X more proto yr” = > 
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laughed, and then the audience laughed, and al 


was pleaſantry, good humour, approbation, and 
the curtain dropped with mutual ſatisſaction. 
The next night as I was performing the ſame 
part at the fame place, Tagain took the ſame liber- 
ty to be comical, but it was where I ſhould have 
been ſad, and an univerſal ſevere hiſs, with ſtrong 


marks of anger, reſounded throughout the whole 


theatre, which changed my merriment, and con- 


vinced me of the impropriety and error I had 
been guilty of, by making me feel the only effec- 
tual means and mode of correction, and 1 have 


remembered the leſſon ever fince, and wiſh every 
actor and actreſs, who take the ſame preſumptive 


freedom with an audience, would read this and I 


remember m. 


How fooliſh does a giggling man or woman 
appear in company, when, like Wowfki, they 
grin, ſhew teeth, and laugh without knowing for 
why: but what can look fo truly ridiculous as 
performers laughing out of character at they know | 
not what ?!—Out of the metropolis, actors dreſs 


many footmen like boors, which would lead a 
cockney, on ſeeing a play out of London, to 
imagine many gentlemen's ſervants in the coun- 


try were as different in materials and ſagacious 


qualities, as a Bath turnſpit compared to a lady's 


| Italian greyhound.— Another reformation neceſ. 


* 


"neſs, or unexpected inſanity, | 


ſary is, the great compoſure with which ladies and 
gentlemen on the ſtage throw elegant bound vo- 
ſumes, &c- into ponds, rivers, &c. which cannot 
occur. in genteel life, unleſs by great ſurpriſe, ill- 

: Wn Stage 
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Stage monarchs and heroes that o'erflep the 
modeſty of nature in blank verſe may be permitted 
to throw valuable trinkets about at pleaſure It is 
not out of character for the uſurping Richard to 
tos away the prayer- book as diſagreeable and uſe - 
eſs after the lord mayor has taken his leave, for 
it has ſerved his end, and is to him then like 
lumber, fit only to be thrown afide and ſcorned. 
Thoſe actions, too frequently practiſed and per- 
mitted in the theatre, as the fine gentleman in 
modern life, are a violation of all probability, 
character, and decorum. When Mr. Reddiſn 
firſt performed in Dublin, he inſerted a paragraph 
informing the public that he was a gentfeman of 

eaſy fortune: But as he was acting Sir John 
Dorilant in the School for Lovers, and walking 
in his garden, perufing a book Mott” eiegantiy 
bound, on the approach of his beloved Celia he 
threw the handſome volume into a ditch : A gen- 
tleman in the pit ſeeing him do ſo, ſaid to Mr. 
Macklin, who ſat near him, Pray, Sir, do you 
think that conduct natural? Why, no, Sir,” 
replied Macklin gravely, ** not as Sir John Do: 
rilant, but ſtrialy natural as Mr. Reddiſn: for 
you know, Sir, he has advertiſed himſelf as a 
gentleman-of.caty tin ::; oh $5 - 
Letters on the ſtage are in general wrote in as 
little time as ſigning the name only would re- 
quite, and figning the name in leſs than the two 
initial Gf. nt Tt 
1 fear T have tired my gracious reader but if 
out of ninety and nine I can reform one actor, 1 
obtain a theatrical proſelyte for his awn and the 
LE I DL pa | 
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public good, I gain my end, and ſolicit forgive. 
neſt for my teciguſn es. bo 

I have made ſo many profeſſions as to my Win- 
cheſter partiality, that I think my veracity muſt be 
doubted, by having ſo long neglected my indiſ. 
penſable duty at the camp theatre, and return 
now, not as a deſerter, but a willing volunteer, 
and mention that my benefit was on Friday, Sep- 
tember 12, and was honoured: with every attend - 
ance I could poſſibly hope for,——The play was 
The Confederacy; my Diſh of Tea, with the 
farce . of Lethe :—T played Mrs. Amlet, Lord 
Chalkſtone, and the Old Man; I had many | 
genteel preſents from Lord Taviſtock, and ſeveral | 
of the leading gentlemen of the army. About 
that time Mr. Garrick had ſome diſpute and quat- 
rel. with-my friend Mr. Maextin, and had toa 
certainty purloined his favourite farce of Love 
A-la-Mode,* then in high rage of faſhion with the 
public, both from its novelty and real attractive 
merits; and ſo eager was he to hurt (if poſſible) 
Mr. Macklin's property in that excellent piece, 
that he wiſhed to do it by the means of a diviſion 
of the ſpoils, as Macklin was engaged at Covent- 
Garden: Nay, it is evident, to have obtained 
that deſired objeQ, he would have run the hazard 
of a law-ſuit, though he knew it muſt have ended 
to his diſnonour; but in that inſtance his ſpleen 
outwent his policy, as the inſertion of the fol- 
lowing letters to me will decidedly prove. I 
never mentioned the matter to Mr, Macklin, as 
it would have cauſed miſchief between him and 
e Ho EOS 
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« THE managers have deſired me to inform 
« you that if you play the Scotebman in Love 
« A-la-Mode, they will give you for every time 
« that you ſhall perform the part two guineas; 
« and if you mingle in the other buſineſs, you ſhall 
« have your old ſalary beſides, and a benefit in 
« courſe of ſalary when you return from Ireland. 
„ wiſh you had called upon me when in town, 
« for I always think that matters are ſooner ad - 
« juſted by one meeting of the parties than by a 
„ thouſand letters. The managers defire their 
compliments to you. I am, dear Sir, 
1 Tour moſt obedient 


& #6 Very humble ſ:rvant, - 
26 Auguſt, 1760. 


GEO. GARRICK.” 


P. S. Pray ſend an anſwer by return of the 
460 poſt, for I am going out of town „ 


. 


< | Have communicated the contents of your 
| © laſt to the managers, and they think you are too 
hard with them.—They are willing to give ou 
two guineas for every time that you ſhall play 
Sir Archy, and will engage that you ſhall play 
it fifteen times at leaſt, and that you ſhall have 
your old ſalary, be permitted to make your ex- 
eurſions, during which time you are not to te- 
* ceive any ſalary; but if you return before the 
** benefits, or ſhall play in any of their nights at 
your return, that then your ſalary ſhall be con- 
eng on To aa „ tinued 


* 


—— 
6 
* 
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« tinued from the time of your return, and you 
„„ he entitled to your benefit into the bargain= | 
„ they cannot poſſibly do more. ff the terms ate. 
b *6 agreeable to you, pleaſe to let my brother know, 
„ for I go into Derbyſhire on Monday next, and 
* they will ſend you the part direQly. _ 
115 7 1 46-4 amy; rar Firs: nos; 

. «© Your molt obedient,.. - 
mee 
„„ „%%%; ᷑ ᷑ 7 eng SO SINCE.” 
Ath September, 17606. ont RR Ei. 
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„ S, Hampton, Sept. 18, 1760. 
„ I Rxcerved yours, and ſhall anſwer it d- 
«rely, can ſcarcely think that you are in 
< earneſt with us from your laſt propofition.— 
$ You muſt know that it is impoſſible, from 
the nature of a theatre, to let you have a bene- 
* fit before Chriſtmas: you mult fix with us, or 
© be: off immediately. Mr. Lacey and TI will 
agree to give the two guineas per night for the 
acting Sir Archy.;: and during the tun, or as 
long as that farce continues to be ated we 
pill allow you your former ſalary. When the 
„ farce is laid aſide you ſhall have liberty to go 
| © adventuring, and when you return ſhall have 
sa benefit as uſual; and if employed in Sir. | 
„ Archy,. or otherwiſe, your ſalary mall be con- 
„ tinued to you. This is propoſed to you to 
_ * hinder any more correſpondence.— Say . aye ot 
e ns in your next by the next poſt; and we de- 
*« fire that you will keep this matter EL us 
„ e ; "72.5 5 INAE 
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1 « ſecret,: and ſtudy the part in all haſte, and ſe- _ 
bh (6 cretly. | I am; dear Sir, | Fea FL OO MSI . . 

fe e Tour truly well; winner if 
ny And humble ſervant, ⁶ 8 
bY e e en 

Theſe epiſtles remind me 
An open ſoe may prove a curſe; 
11 But a pretended friend is worſe, + 
The terms offered in thoſe letters were truly 

3 deſpicable for the conſidered undertaking. Surely 
=P. the labourer deſerves his hire, particularly as it 

: was really a ſervice of danger which he artfully 

dir wiſhed me to undertake ? for I was to engage and 

in fight: and if any ſpoils or harveſt was to be ac- 
zo quired from the. field of battle, he intended, like 
om generals of farmer ages, to have reaped all the ad- 
ne- vantages himſelf; I therefore poſitively declined 
or any engagement whatever Falſtaff like I would 
vill no more into the buck-baſket, rather preferring a 

the winter fituation out of London, than to be ham- 
#3 pered by- Mr. Garrick as his hobby-horſe, unleſs 

we well paid for all his cutting and flaſhing. Not- 

the withſtanding Mr. Rich had refuſed my profered 
go ſervices, (which ſeldom are held in value) before 
ave. I made my determination how t6 arrange my en- 

dir gagements, I once more ſteered for dear London, 
on- and left Wincheſter in the middle of October, to 
y to ſee what was going forward in the great world; 
e Of but not with likelihood of any continuance there 

de- that year of our Lord. On the day of my de- 
und parture Lord Taviſtock honoured me with. a 0 * 


— 


! 
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ſent of fruit in a hamper well packed; I ſet of 
highly gratified with the giſt, but much more fo 
from the very flattering kind ueſs of the compli. 
ment, than by the value of the donation : and to 
prove how good events are ſometimes produced 
by trifles, as once on a time the cackling of geeſe 
ſaved a city, ſo I, on my arrival in London, 
judged that this hamper of Bury pears, &c, would 
be a genteel and very acceptable preſent to Mr. 
Rich, and more ſo, as the fruit would keep with 
care for ſome weeks at that ſeaſon of the year; 
and I added to the ſaid hamper a very fine hare. 
In London theſe things are eſteemed preſents, 
but in Yorkſhire I am under ſuch conſtant obli- 
gations to my friends, that 1 have not the lealt - 
feaſon to regret I am not a ſportſman to be my 
_ own provider, or not | egy" of park or game- 

| keeper, as. J have conſtantly ſome kind remem- 
brancer that ſupplies me. 
The preſent to Mr. Rich procured me an in- 
vitation to dine with him, which favour I did not 
accept, but paid my devoirs to him at his morn- 

ing levees. My old maſter, Rich, one day ſaid 
to me, Muller Filliamſtin, you are much im. 
proved ſince I firſt began to larn you; T think | 
muſt engage 971755 Name your terms, I then 
plropoſed (on that hint) a plan for ſuch a'number 
- of nights rather than for the ſeaſon :—He inſtant- 
Es 4 agreed, and Mr. Fogte's Minor was fixed on 
for immediate preparation; nay, he deigned to 
dieſire me to caſt the parts, I was in ſuch ſudden 
favour; as he ſaid, with truth, he knew nothing 
of Muſter Footy's farce. Mrs. Rich was a Metho- 
dift, —not that I mention it as a recommendation, 


. 
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the ſhrine of Nonſenſe and Hypocriſy.— Me. 
Foote's laſh on Methodiſm at that time was ſe- 
verely felt by that ſect; their compoſition is gloom, 
melancholy, envy, and ſpleen; cheerfulneſs is 
ſeldom obſerved to dawn on their countenances.- 
Notwithſtanding their boaſted inſpirations, if 
| Methodiſt preachers had a little reflection, what 


or that ſhe was a better Chriſtian for bowing at 


theatre the deviPs houſe, and all the players the 
devil's children! I hope they are joking :—and - 
though it may be joking, I am ſorry to ſay it is 
wicked. To make a complete actor requires 
more requiſites to univerſally excel than 5 9161 


. 


” 


any other profeſſion whatever. 
The amazing powers diſplayed by 2a Garrick, a 
Barry, a Mrs. Cibber, and a Siddons, and many 
others, is evidently the hand of God: — He alone 
could give the finiſh to ſuch intrinſic merit. And 
that the Almighty has intended them for that very 
work is evident; which, if not ſo produced, the 
world would have loſt ſeeing the higheſt pitch of 
admiration the human frame . ts. 10 
mention Shakſpeare only, proves more than all 
he before-mentioned perſons, as he is a hoſt, and 
ſtands unequalled, as a moral writer, in many 
points, as well the wonder of the world, as an uni- 
verial gen 88 
Ido not wiſh to infinuate that every Methodiſt 
is an hypocrite, but I mean that I think the great- 
elt part are really ſo: So of the preachers, I be- 
W'icve, there are ſome in earneſt, though I fear the 
umber might be eaſily told. When perſons get 
o the height of a Whitfield and a Weſley's fame 
nk i ee 1 


- 


muſt they think of daring to pronounce every - 


14% Mane of _ 
for acting, there is a pride as well as a duty in be- 
having well; and they both laboured hard: but! 
dare ſay neither of thoſe gentlemen ever refuſed 
a golden ticket for their ſeparate benefits any more 
than ] ever did. O yes, [aQually did once refiſt 
Fe guineas at York! but I was made and re. 
jected it; I expected it to be offered a ſecond 
time It was not; what then? Why then J wa; 
diſappointed, and never will be ſo fooliſh again, if 
opportunity offers.——-Let one of the tabernacle 
| boaſt the ſame—they know better—and that a 
bird in hand is worth two in the buſh. But, | 
ye ſaints of your own creating ! I will preach to 
Fou Mark ! Judge not of 1 55 and players, lf 
Thoſe who are the moſt cenſorious on the in- 
firmities of others, are uſually moſt notoriouſly 
guilt of far greater failings themſelves; and ſanc- 
fied Methodiſtical flander is, of all, the moſt (c- 
vere, bitter, and cruel, and is ſo eaſily diſtinguiſ- 
ed, unleſs by the elect, that it is not worth while 
dwelling any longer upon it. 


In the comedy of the Hypocrite the Colonel 
ſays, he ſuppoſes they go to the play for the be- 
nefit of the brethren:—Cantwell anſwers, * The 
charity covereth the ſin: - which was actual) 
the caſe; for in the year 1757, as Shuter wa 
bountiful to the tabernacle, Mr. Whitfield not 
only permitted, but adviſed. his hearers to attend 
Shuter's benefit; but (a-la-mode theatre) for that 
| night only, ZZ © o Jer Ee. - 
X preacher at Hull was once in diſtreſs and im. 
priſoned; I actually ſent him a leg of mutton and 
turneps: previous to that I had been an * 


TT , . £Y 
99 26 | ; 23 


Taft Wirxixsos. - 145 


Ne a at his tabernacle; he Futeitaige great bopes 

t1 of my converſion, and I certainly confeſs to the 
ſed being wicked enough to have been deemed a to- 
ore } jerable Methodiſt. 1 had then quitted the old. 
fuſe - playhouſe in Lowgate for à 'new one in Finkle-, 

* ſtreet. That the p N performers of con- 
ond venticles love to follow the ſmell of a theatre is. 
wat evident, b heir particularly conſecratingthoſe un- 

1 It ballowed ſhops,” and thinking them enviable ſitu- 
acle ations to practiſe their own love-fcaſts in — 
at a « Put oat the light, and then“ So this 
„ O Rev. Mr. Rutherford, formerly a London coach 
h to man, erected his pulpit on the ſpot where Brutus 

, beſt had been in his pulpit alſo :—the pit he converted 
1 into pews, and the ſtage and ſide hoxes were ap- 
e in: propriated for the beaus and belles. Here fol- 
ouſly lows (moſt truly copied) his letter to me, cauſed 
ſanc- partly by the braſs rims not being come from York 
ſt ſe-. to Hull ; for he told me dver a bottle, to which 
zuiſh- he had no averſton, that he wanted a collection to 
while purchaſe candleſticks, and I having left off uſing. 

5 thoſe braſs rims, (when Mr. Garrick changed the 
olone| mode of lighting the ſtage with fix. branches that 
ge be⸗ uſed formerly to be let down at 'the end of every | 
Ide a3, which required 'a nimble-fingered' candle- 
qual offer) 1 promiſed my reverend father the Me- ; 
er was Wl athod;& [ would! light his ML WC, and pet” 
d not formed it too. oh 4 1 92 * 
alten | 5 „ Fo 
or that 2 to Tars Wigtoon, 4 2 5 
nd im- he Das Six, Og han „% lee or NS 
on an 0 AS your engagements in «public and mine run 
atten- « counter, 1 did not know: when to. wait on you as 
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« to a proper ſeaſon; and therefore as you were 
c ſo good and ſympathizing to act from ſuch g 
* noble ſpirit of humanity to the diſtreſſed a 
_ « propoſing to take a pe in my chapel in Loy- 
ce pate, I ſhall leave theſe four, beſt pews to the 
« generoſity of the perſons hor engage ;; ſo who: | 
«Never leads the way will be a pattern for: the 
« others. I verily think, without the. leaſt flat 
« tery, that your encouragement of ſuch thing 
« will be ſuch an honour to the ſtage, and beſpeak 
« the fame to the comedians, as will perpetuate”! 
« your name more than Alexander the Great's 
« I ſhall be glad to know what place you fir 
ce on, and when [I ſhall wait on you, and whethei 
«e the candleſticks are come. May Heaven load you 
« with all kind of bleſſings for time and an un- 
2. 5 From your humble ang 
ee Much obliged ſervant; © |: 
OB. RUTHERFORD. 
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Hull, Jan. 10, 1771. 
At times I have heard good diſcourſes from Mr 
Whitfield, delivered with energy, feeling, and 
pathos, but then he had been. really and truly an 

' a&or on the ſtage in the early part of his life 3 and 

as he liked tragedy, and found that Aa pair of {quint-4 
ing eyes (as may be ſeen by his print) did nd 
move the young ladies tender hearts, but pro: 
- duced laughter inſtead of tears, he c the 
ſtage, and ever aſter ſtuck to that text ; but be 
often melted and ſqueezed to ſome purpoſe mal 
a a rich dowager, who felt the power of his feelings 
from their mutual ſympathy. - The loy og * 


* 
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the preachers in general is not worth repeating; 
but to ſhew I have not often attended withom 
ſometimes being à good boy, I will begin with 
the ſecond beſt performer in that line I ever ſaw, 
and give his harangue/ verbatim; and tho” but 
frothy tuff, it is much better, and more like rea- 
ſon than the damnation fa terribly thundered out, 
too often in ſtage invective; ſo much ſo, that 
| were they not hardened by the familiarity of 
their fire, brimſtone, and pitchforks, if it 
thundered 1 ſhould fear lefs if in a playhouſe 
than in the tabernacle, particularly if near the 
preachers ; ð ESO 4 - 
Mr. Weſtey about four years ago, in the fields 
at Leeds, for want of room for his congregation 
in his tabernacle, gave an account of himſelf by 
informing us, That when be was at college he was 
particularly fond of the devil's pops (or cards); 
and ſaid, that every Saturday he was one of a con- 
ſtant party at Whiſt, not only for the afternoon, 
bat alſo for the evening ; he then mentioned the 
names of ſeveral reſpe&able gentlemen who were 
with him at college. But,” continued he, the 
latter part of my time there I became acquainted 
with the Lord, I uſed to hold communication with 
him. On my firſt acquaintance,” ſaid Weſley, „I 
uſed to talk with the Lord once a week, then 
every day, from that to twice a day, till at laſt 
the intimacy ſo ineteaſed, that He appointed a 
meeting once in every four hours.“ He recol- 
leded, he ſaid, the laſt Saturday he ever played 
4 cards, that the rubber at Whiſt was longer 
than he expected; and on obſerving the tediouſ- 
neſs of che game, W his watch, When 
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to his ſhame he found it was ſome minutes paſt 


pointed to meet the Lord: He thought the de- 
vil had certainly tempted him to ſtay beyond 
his hour, he therefore ſuddenly gave his cards 
to a gentleman near him to finiſh the game, and 
went to the place appointed, beſeeching for- 
giveneſs for his crime, and reſolved never to 


play with the devil's pops again. That reſolu- 


tion he had never broken; and what was more 
extraordinary, that his brother and ſiſter,” though 
diſtant from Cambridge, experienced ſigns of 
grace on that ſame day, on that ſame hour, in the 
month of October. After the eaſy acquaintance 
he had made, the idea of which I think too ſolemn 
to declare and mention in' the familiar manner 
thoſe ſelf- elected people do; what muſt have 
become of all the tribes before us for the laſt ſe- 
venteen hundred years but damnation? How un- 
fortunate that Methodiſm did not ſtart up through 
a trap-door many centuries ago! What a hypo- 


eritical led-by-the-noſe world it would then have 


Mr. Weſley, after expatiating on the devil's 
pops, ſaid, Now, my dear friends l if you think 
there is no harm follows from playing at cards, 
why play at cards : If you think, my dear bre- 
thren, there is no harm in hunting a poor little 
hare and depriving it of life, why you may go a. 

you will be d for that, provided in your 


W e eee ee a., 
conſcience you do not think you are doing wrong · 


Ik you think there is no harm in playing with 
the devil's books, or going to an aſſembly, where 
| 11 ; 7 4 £ 7 L 5 8 Fa , | 1 you 


eight, which was beyond the time he had ap- 
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you ſhall ſtay till two or three o'clock in the morn- 
ing, and where they dance belly to belly and back 
to back, and put themſelves in the moſt unſeemly 
poſtures why, if you think there is no harm in 
going to that'aſfembly, you may go. I am told,” 
continued Wefley, '** you have a wicked »play- 
houſe in Leeds -I do not fay you will be d—d 
for going to ſee a play, if you think there is no 
harm in ſeeing a play. But now, my dear bre- 
thren, let me call you to a recollection of theſe 
trifling matters: Though you have heard me 
repeat that I do not pronounce damnation on my 
hearers for playing with the devil's pops, or for 
killing a harmleſs hare and depriving it of life 
though I have not ſaid the devil is with ſpreading 
arms expecting to receie you, but that you may 
go to an aſſembly, or even to the devil's. houſe, 
without. damnation; yet, my dear brethren, if 
inſtead of the deviPs pops; the going a hunting. 
or to the dancing aſſembly, or to ſee a play, you 
can, like me, get acquainted and enter into con- 
verſation and intimacy with the Lord, who 
will talk, who, will hold converſe with you here 
on carth—how can you prefer ſuch vanities. of 
this fooliſh world to real bliſs in this and 
ug world to come ?- Here ends Mr. Wei- 
_ The Rey. Mr. Whitfield (the firſt actor in 
the Methodiſt walk) was of a contraty caſt 
entirely, and not, without humour here and 
there, His dialect was very particular —Lurd 
e of Lord, Gud inſtead: of God— as, O Lurd 
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the harder. There was a poor woman, and ſhe 
vas three-ſcore yeats and ten—yes ſhe was z—ſhe 


to the good man that converted her) Sir, (faqs 
me) I am three-ſcore years and ten, I have been 


work the harder yes, Sir, (ſays ſhe) I wil 


— 


that dear good woman work the harder.” Then 
followed a groan of applauſe; for he had, like 
Mr. Bayes, a ſelected number in his pit that un- 
derſtood their cues, and was ſure to applaud, and 


Whitfield, looking round the rails of his little 


are ſome of you twelve, ſome fourteeng and ſome 
ſixteen years of age, yet you do not think of going 
to hell? What!“ exclaimed Whitfield, “ twelve | 
and fourteen years of age, and not thinking of | 


that inſtant the old woman groaned, and, like 
fell Charybdis, murmured hoarſe applauſe ; and 
Whitfield ſhook his head, and growled in his 
white wig, exactly like my performance. of Squin- 
tum, as I actually praQtiſed it from the ſerious | 


then proceeded thus---* Yau go 


me, I will tell you what you ſee there 1---When 
you ſee the players on the ſtage, you ſee the de- 


1 remember a text of his was May vs all work 
was a long time before ſhe was converted: ſhe | 


was three ſrore years and ten : Sir, (ſays ſhe | 


à long time about it: but Sir, (fays ſhe) I wil 
work the harder!” And O! may you all like 


the reſt of the houſe followed of courſe. Then 


deſk below—** What, you young ones! why you 


going to hell! O ye little brats you?” ---and at 


comical diſcourſe I. am now relating. Whitfield 
| to plays | and 
what do you ſee there! Why, if you will not tell | 


vil's children grinning at you; and when vou g 
to the playhouſe, I ſuppole you go in mulls" 
; Z „ ; . 8 be TOM 3 wonder 


— 
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wonder whether St. Paul wore ruffles? No; 
there were no ,ruffles in thoſe days.“ 1 am 
told,” continued he archly, -** that people ſay I 
bawl—well I allow it, 1 do bawl, and I will bawl + 
I will not be a velvet-mouthed preacher, I will 
not ſpeak the word of Gud in a ſleepy manner, 
like your church preachers ——Pll tell you a 
ſtor y, VFC 

a The Archbiſhop of Canterbury in the year 
1675, was acquainted with Mr. Betterton the 
player. One day the Archbiſhop of Canterbury 
{aid to Betterton the player, “Pray inform me 
Mr. Betterton, what is the reaſon you actors on 
the ſtage can affect your congregations with 
ſpeaking of things imaginary, as if they were 
real, while we in the church ſpeak of things 
real, which our congregations only receive 8s 
if they were imaginary?” „ Why, my Lord, 
(ſays Betterton the player) the reaſon is very 
plain—we actors on the ſtage, ſpeak of things 
imaginary, as if they were real, and you in the 
pulpit ſpeak of things real, as if they were 
imaginary,” “ Therefore, added Whitfield, 
« | will bawl, I will not de a velvet-mouthed 

preacher.” % EO OB 4 108; 
I leave the reader to judge on the good reaſon< 
ing of Methodiſm. I cannot help noticing for 
the honour of the ſtage, that Mr. Whitfield 
could not have betrayed himſelf into a better 
ſtory for its.credit—(his pointing out an intimacy 
between the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury 
and Mr. Betterton): And for the actor, he could 
not have given a more ſubſtantial and revered. 

authority, And what 1 joke for Mr. Whitfield 


, . - * . 
Fi , 5 « ; | _ 
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to pronounce damnation. on players, when he 
certainly avowed in his own opinion, that Mr, 
Betterion was, what all the world ever acknoy. 
ledged him to be, a ſchoſar and gemleman of 
| honour; and Mr. Whitfield gave the players 
reaſoning and exemplification, tor his own mode 
of preaching. But hypocriſy, like the cloven 
foot, will fometimes be efpied.  _ | 
Some of the. wild preachers of this kind, often 
remind me of Antonio in the Merchant of 
r . N= 


— 


Mark you this Baſſ-nio! „ 
The devil can cite ſcripture for his purpoſe; _ 
An evil ſoul, producing holy Wei 
Is like a villain with a ſmiling cheekx/ 
A goodly apple, rotten at the heart. 
0] what a goodly outſide falſehood a 


Bell's edition bears this note on theſe lines. A 
moſt excellent remark this; for daily experience 
proves, that ſome of the worſt characters breath- 
ing, ſeek ſhelter under ſcriptural texts; by the 


miſapplication or miſconſtruction of which, allo, 


eternal puniſhmem. “ | 1 
As a ſtriking inſtance of good- ill, charity, 
and mildneſs, being prevalent in the mind, of 
Methodiſts, I inſert the following paragraph from 
Mr. Bowling's Leeds pape: 


*%. 


_ oppoſite ſects uncharitably conſign each other to 


„ At York Aﬀizes, William Richards, for 


„ robbing the 'Fheatre-Royal, was ordered to be 
e tranſported for ſeven years; and on the Welt- 
ern Circuit, a man was convicted of robbing 

« a Methodiſt Chapel, and ſentenced” to one 
7... ß! 
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51 year's . e Thus, in the eye of the 
« law, a Houſe of Prayer is juſt one ſeventh the 
« value of a Den of Thien. 
But now for my tabernacle at Covent-Garden, 
where myſelf and Mr. Rich were lately caſting 
the comedy of the Minor, and which was the 
occaſion of my preaching. Mr. Rich and I were 
on ſuch ſudden terms of violent friendſhip, that 
he infiſted I ſhould caſt the parts. I put down 
the Minor, Mr. Dyer; - Richard Wealthy,” Mr. 
Sparks; We. e £5507 anon 93 eqs 


4 = 


The morning after, a note came from Mr, 
Sparks for Mr. Rich, to the following purport: 

« Mr. Sparks's compliments to Mr. Rich, he is 
concerned at being obliged to return the part of 
Richard Wealthy; but as he is given to under-. 
ſtand Mr. Wilkinſon is engaged, and is to ſuſ- 
tain the principal characters in the comedy, Mr. 
Sparks cannot conſent by any means to perform 
or aſſiſt in any piece, for the advantage of a 
villain, who unprovoked has endeavoured to hurt 
him in his peace of mind, and injure his repu- 
tation, as an actor, with the publie.“ When 
Mr. Rich gave me the note to read, it perplexed: 
me much; but I immediately adverted to my 
very diſagreeable ſituation whgn at Drury-Lane, 
and that I had given up every idea of offending 
the actors of Covent⸗Garden: that by the artifice 
of Mr. Garrick and Mr. Foote I was forced on 
the ſtage at Drury-Lane, in : 1758, againſt my 
own conſent: and requeſted Mr. Rich further to 
obſerve, that when my on bene fits happened at 
Drury-Lane, in 27 1 8 and 1759, not any actor 
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| behalf, and had much weight with bi. > 
. Late a * MBS, Sk bs N 3 b | * 5 8 4 


whatever had been offended Leber imitations or 


mimicry from me; that my ſole aim was leyelled 
at Mr. Foote, for the ill- treatment I had received 


from bim: and a8 4 ſtronger proof, I referred to 
my conduct in Dublin the. winter before, where 
I had not created a ſingle enemy by ſuch beha- 


viour, nor at my benefit the ſpring before at 
Drury-Lane ; or offeted any entertainment of the 
kind, either from the defire: of my friends, the 


publie, or even to aſſiſt my on emolument on 
wy late benefits in London, which it certainly 
muſt be acknowledged it would have dane, and 


much to my advantage; but I readily leſſened my 
own profits rather than incur enmity: I had in 


conſequenct of that conſideration hoped, that 1 
had cleared myſelf from all intentional injury to 
Mr. Sparks or other gentlemen. This fully 
proved to my own mind, for once in my life, 
the good poliey of having laid by imitative 
talents, (Mr. Foote excepted) all that time: fot | 
had l kept publicly practiſing thoſe ſhaning qua | 
—_ hnies, as I judged; them, and though I was then 


certainly in great eſtimation (while under the 


trammels of Mr. Foote and Mr. Garrick); yet 
had lat the latter part of my time with him madt 
. a0 free with my brethren of the theatres, ver) 
likely I ſhould nqt have ſtood any chance df 
 rifing again in London haſtily, or have been 


ever received at Covent- Garden theatre. Indeel 


I might have ſubſiſted on Mr. Garrick's flaps ef 
the f ſhoulders of mutton, but, like poor Jem 
| Sneak, not have got a bit of the brown. My 


reaſons to Mr. Rich worked as palliatives in m 
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ſent for Sparks, and in his manner related to him 
what Mr. WVilliamſtin had ſaid: Sparks in a 
ſhort time was cool and pacified, and ſaid, On 
the whole it appeared perfectly clear that the 
young man was not ſo much to blame as he had 
ſuppoſed : that it was apparent Wilkinſon had 
not received any reward or gratuity for what he 
had done, from either of his maſters Foote or 
Garrick; but on the "contrary they had been 
guilty of meanneſs and ingratitude : And Sparks 
concluded with not only his declared acceptance 

of the part, but offered every aſſiſtance to the 
rehearſals to aid and bring the Minor forward : 
for its being levelled as a ſtroke at Foote, tickled 
Sparks, as gratifying his ancient grudge. Though 
Mr, Foote's acquaintance was univerſal,” yet as 
all knew he ſpared neither friend nor foe, there 
could not be the leaſt reaſon to apprebend a 
ſhadow of reſentment from the audience by any 
attack of mimicry played on Mr. Foote himſelf 
from any opponent, 4s Mr. Foote attacked every 
body, and, like Drawcanfir, might have ſaid ts 
his friends! „ 


« | 1 8 7 N A 


I tuff, 1 bluff, 1 Arat, ddok big, and fare, © 


A moſt intimate friend of Mr, Foote's wrote 
to me the following lines, on my being di- 
| Pleaſed, and is a ſtrong likeneſs . ð ͤ 
Mr. Wilkinſon you ſhould have known him 
better long before this time of day ; then you 
would have looked upon him as a'peculiar man, 
with ſuch gifts of originality relative to men., 
e 1 TT 
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manners, a lent he is in 

right or wrong, I will not pretend to 7 bor 
J will give you this as my on opinion, chat if 
he is wrong, it is difficult to diſpute wirh him; 
and when he 18 ee it is nen ta: aver 
| ©; L. 


Peace being. ſettled, py myſelf. inks ok the 


8 company, Foote ſoon got intel - 


ligence from ſpies in our royal camp, of what 


was going forward: he was much enraged, and 
not having forgiven my freedoms with him at 
Dublin the winter before, he thought I purſued 


him like his evil ſpirit. And one morning when 


1 was fitting at the grand levee at Mr. Rich's, 


with my new friend Sparks in eouneil of war, 
we were alarmed; with a thundering rat-tat and 


ringing of the bell alſo, when a ſervant announced 


Mr. Foote was come to wait on Mr. Rich; and 


inſtead of being uſhered into the grand ___ 


he had been ſhewn into the parlour. 904 
Mr. Rich went down to Mr. Tegen as he 


: called him, but the viſit was not acconipanied by 
a calm, for it was moſt violent, bluſtering, and 
| boiſterous. Mr. Foote furiouſly exclained 

Damn it, you old hound! if you dare let 


Wilkinſon, that pug noſed ſon of a b=—h, 
take any liberty with me as to mimicry, I wil 


25 bring you yourſelf, Rich, on the stage! If Jou 
Want lo engage that pug, black his. face, and let 


him hand the tea-kettle in a pantomime;. for 


damn the fellow, he's as ignorant as a 'whore's 


maid! And if he dares to appear in my charac- 


ters, in the Minor, I will,“ ſaid Foote, in- 


* OE * old . idicalous wo 
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with your three! cats, and yout hound of a'mimie 
altogether, nekt week at Drury-Lane, for the 
general diverſion of the pit, boxes, and galleries; 


ws and: that will be paying vou, you ſquinting old 
er Hecate, too great. a compliment 1775 And after a 
wy few farcaſms Foote haſtily departed,” denouncing 


vengeance on him, and his cats, and immediately - 
Mr. Rich appeared with a moſt woeful counte- 
nance, and ſaid, why Muſler Sparliſb; Mufter 5 
Footſeye has been here, and he ſays if Let Aer, 
Williamſtin act his parts on the ſtage, Maſler 

Sparkiſh, he will write parts for me, my cats, and 


wen Mufter Williamſtin, and bring us all upon the 
h's, ſtage; ſo we muſt not act What we intended.“ 
tar, « Why. ſurely, Sir,“ ſaid Sparks, “you cannot 


be ſo weak as to let Mr. Foote's vapouring yiſtt 
frighten - you from your put poſe, or intimidate = 
you from having a piece aſted that may be of 
ſervice to your theatre, and to the young gen- 
tleman. Is it not truly ſtrange and labghable, 
that Mr. Fo:te, of all people, ſhould confeſs 
himſelt galled, and exert his wit againſt mimiery 
—he who has been for years an univerſal tor- 
huge turer and ſpoiler of private peace, from the lis 
centious liberties he has taken? Now, Mr. 
Rich,” added Sparks, let me intereſt myſelf 
in this matter, I augur ſuceeſs; therefore let us 
you ol Covent-Garden theatre, immediately rally our 
forces, take the field, let flip the dogs of war, 


; for and ac the Minor in defiance. of his own guards 
ore? at Drury-Lane.“ Rich agreed, ſeemed pleaſed— 
arac - but he was ſtil frightened of Foote, and I be- 

in- lieve, dreaded an affront on his favourite cat 


more than on himſelf; all was ſettled to have the 
FFF _- performance 
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ready at Drury-Lane, and they meant not to 


doubt of victory. 


other pieces were preparing, ſuch as Mr. Mack 


and Sally; which all conſidered, made it ſcem 


wall— The MINOR; and that favourite little 
comedy had been all the week puffed and para- 


unforeſeen events ſometimes do and undo what 
our utmoſt wiſdom and wiſhes cannot, as here 


but a few hours exhibited to public view, when | 


as they had been vigilantly put up; it was on 
Saturday the 25th of October, 1760, when the 


monarch King George II. occaſioned; for three 


weeks, a ſuſpenſion of theatrical hoſtilities and 
diverſions of all kinds in the great city of London. 


ſet of people, the actors, on ſuck a melancholy 


torr nce brought forward as ſoon as poffi ble: 
„as Sparks obſerved,—“ advantage fed in 
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loſe time ; for Foote entertained not the lea 


A 
ly on the ſtage in less than a,forthight, as 


lin's new comedy of the Married Eibertine;' his 
Love- a- la · Mode; and Mr. Beard and Miſs Brent, 
were rehearſing Dr. Arne's new opera of [Thomas 


difficult to get our Minor produced. And on the 
end of the week that this matter had been ſettled, 


it was advertiſed on the Thurſday from Drury- 
Lane, and on the Saturday was paſted on every 


graphed in every newſpaper by Mr. Foote; But 


was an extraordinary inſtance; for the bills were 


it ſo happened they were as haſtily plucked down 


eee = a, 10 3. os. 3 


ſudden death of our truly beloved and lamented 


— wy — 


And I ſeriouſſy wiſh (abſtracted from ſelf) ſome 
alleviation could be con ſidered for à truly loyal 
occaſion- 


hf 


WAY 
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occaſion : : For though it is undeniable that eve 
attention and grateful 'detrieanour ſhould be in- 
diſpenſably obſerved on ſuch an awful ftroke, 
and that a hoity toity following of diyerſigns 
would be highly improper, and at Rory 2 duty 
to ſuch le ene is due, yet it ceftai falls 
cruelly on the poor player': 1 reverence 250 love 
my king, my prince, and my country, as the 
moſt falhkul ſubject in bis majeſty's de e 3 
& at ſuch really mournful times, the player, 
4 a middling claſs, who /fruts þ je ugo n; t/ 
age, is certainly deſtitute of dail; beds, 200 es 
diſtreſſed, 'and abſolutely reduced to bein 
charity-dependent, where the week] A To 
been merely an exiſtence; and too likely, if en- 
cumbered with a family, pfunged into debt and 
future miſery. It may 0 17 be credited that 
whenever ſuch à calamity happens, (and which 
in the courſe of nature Aus happen)” many art 
not in poſſeſſion of a ſhilling 5 it is even 4 Hard- 
ſhip to thoſe who poſſeſs economy, which ſome 
actors and actreſfes, to their great credit and 
good ſenſe do, as Mr. Robertſon, formerly of the 
Vork company, is an inſtance, and an honour 
as a man and actor to mention, and ſeveral 
2 whoſe incomes ae bern wary d Kon- 1 
n 4 
Now, as a N cubjeQ; my ſtock was rr | 
great on the ſudden ſurpriſe and loſs of my 
hw was wy OO name 1 Rn TONER "_ child 
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then to render 
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7 and e of Mr. Spackz : 
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e thee and come to duſf. 0 
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1 own Baths” it that time did not gage as 


9 75 God, 1 poyeſed. every needful - requiſite 


ife happy and every way agree- 
able, ſo the theatre being cloſed for a few weeks 


was not any inconyenicnce to my particular ſelf; 


but the poor actor at ſuch a time muſt be rejoiced 


if the landlord is in good humour, and will chalk 
e of receiving caſn; but then the day 
retribution, muſt and. will appear in Beck he 


4 


& 


Thus comes 5 the et when the kanguer J o 25 55 | 


* ls happened. and came to paſs, . during tha 1 


ſerious vacation, that the Minor was brought to 
maturity at Covent-Garden theatre ; and what is 


more extraordinary, by the indefatigable attention 


"Ones my moral foe. In 


\ When Dain again r the Grſ 85 


turday they publiſhed the Minor, with Mr. Foote, 
&. I poſted myſelf in the gallery. Mr. Foote 
was received, as uſual, with great celat, by a moſt 
” brilliant and "crowded audience ; that comedy. be- 
ing in as much vogue then, or more ſo, than any 
tavourite piece at the preſent day of 1790, (the 
run and rage of the School for Scandal, Ab Du- 
enna, being now over. When the comedy was 


finiſhed 


\ 
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Mr. Rich to produce the Minor as ſoon as poſſible; 
when Mr. Dyer (who was to act the part of Sir 


Sparks) judged it a political ſtroke to give out that 
piece for the Monday following; and though the 
play before intended had been given out, we pre- 
Filed on Mr. Rich, and the Minor was announ- 
ced, as by. particular defire, for the Monday: 
Mr. Foote's characters of Shift, Smirk, Mrs. 


was not only | honoured Mith an overflowing 
theatre, but had a very great reception, and it 


advantage, for Mr. Rich's new matters were not 
ready for repreſentation, therefore I was the 


night's performance; for that reaſon, therefore, if 
wiſhed to play himſelf, Mr. Foote was obliged to 
ance, Mr. Rich at the end of the Minor brought 


an article for me to ſign, accompanied by Mr. 


firſt of January, and a benefit when I choſe to ap- 


ſigned, and ſcaled, . On- the: firſt night, in the 


NR TR RG adi 


1.0) ive qualities, which I had not practiſed (as to 


£niſhed I baſtened to Covenf-Garden, and urged 


George, and who was the particular intimate of 


Cole, and the Epilogue, by Mr. Wilkinſon. It 


tay x Wee FEES, 7 os * 


had a confiderabte un; and in that puff 1 had the 


more wanted, — Mr. Foote ſhared the profits of his 
Garrick had any thing ſtrong to advertiſe, or 
give way. On the ſecond night of my perform- 
Wood, his ſon-in-law, an attorney; the pur- 
port was, one hundred guineas for playing till the 
point it. It was a very genteel offer, as my be- 
nefit conſidered, made it of real conſequence to 
me, and of courſe the propoſal was by me accepted, 


performance of Shift, I broke looſe into my imi- 
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Moſſop had but the year before gone to Ireland; 
he was very peculiar, very popular; and well 
OY recolleQed ; 1 Was very like him indeed; and was 
obliged to repeat his ſpeeches of Zaphimri in the 
,, 11 2 ER: 25 
To prove what odd mortals we are as to our love 
and our hate, Sparks, who I related as formerly to 


have been my profeſſed enemy, was now turned to 


the other extreme, and was my hearty well-wiſher. 
On my leaving the ſtage as Shift, he took me fall | 
by the hand and wiſhed me joy, and burſt out in- 
to a violent fit of laughing :=—Says I, Mt. 
Sparks, what are you laughing at? | «© Why," 
replied he, I am laughing ar myſelf, dir! 
for two years-ago I was bloody angry at yon for 
the carrying me into company where I was not; 
yet your imitation of Moſſop was fo ſtrong, that 
I was irrefiſtibly pleaſed whether I would or no: 
ſo I am laughing at my own abſurdity,” Thoſe 
imitations having been bottled up by me ſo long 
had then double the effect, and made Shift a ſtar | 
in the Minor. My introduction in the character 
of Foote was truly Foote from top to toe 3 and a 
to Mr. Garrick: I made no ſeruple, though I had 
him before me; as his curiofity had led him to ſee 
me, not expecting that I would take him off, or- 
he would not have been fo publiely ſurrounded, 
but have carefully avoided ſuch a queer fitvation: 
My imitations were nevet told either in bill of 
newſpaper who they were deſigned for hut when- 
ever I was particularly lucky, the audience would 
repeat the name, as Sparks! Sparks! Barry! 
Barry! Nor was I a little pleaſed when repeating 
from Macbeth, Who can be wiſe, amazed 
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Kc. I heard the audience echo from one to 


the other, O Garrick ! Garrick “O thought 
J my maſter, this is my day of triumph 
and from that night he never forgave or forgot 
his being ſo ſurrounded in the front box, nor 
did he ever ſpeak to me again to the day of his 


| deaths 55 | 


My Whitfield was beyond compare ; his man- 
ner was then univerſally kaown.—— Mr. Foote 
was ſtruck by ſtepping in by chance, and once 
hearing Whitfield; the mixture of whoſe ab- 
ſurdity, whim, - conſequence, and extravagance, 
pleaſed his fancy and entertained him highly, as 
Whitfield that day was dealing out damnation, 


fire, and brimſtone as cheerfully as if they were fo 


many bleſſings. What pity it is that our fears 
only, and not our reafon, will bring conviction; 
but reaſon, handled by unaffeQed pure piety and 
religion, would be a day of woe to Methodiſm, 
and leſſen their audiences in many tabernacles,. 
where they ate certain to lament preaching to no- 
body, though at the ſame time wedged to the 
outer doors, and on the Sunday exclaiming at the 
full crowded theaires, which have probably been 
almoſt deſerted. But Mr. Foote was only a ſpy 
at Whit field's academy, while J had been a zea- 
lot for ſome ſeaſons before my encounter at Co- 
vent Garden with Mr. Foote. My attendance 
had been conſtant with my friend Shuter, and as 
he actually was one of the new-born,” and paid 
large ſums to Whitfield, I was always permitted 
to ſtay with him, for he really was bewildered in 

his brain, more by wiſhing to acquire imaginary 

grace than by all his drinking: and whenever he 
ban OT ITY oy was . 


—— 
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was warm with the bottle, and with only a friend 
or two, like Maw-worm he could not mind his 
ſhop becauſe he thought it a ſin, and wiſhed to 
go à preaching; for Shuter, like Maw- worm, be. 
lieved he had had a call. I have gone with Shy. 
ter at fix in the morning of a Sunday to Totten. 
ham- Court-Road, then before ten to Mr. Weſley'; 
in Long-Acre, at eleven again to Tottenham- 
Court- Road tabernacle, dined near Bedlam in 
Moor fields (a very proper place for us both) with 
a party of the Holy Ones, went at three to Mr. 
Weſley's theatre there, (the tabernacle I mean) 
from that to Whitfield's in Moorfields till eight, 
and then ſhut up to commune with the family- 
compact. Now with all this practice and atten- 
tion, and with my natural talents, I muſt have | 
been a blockhead indeed not to have gleaned ſome 
good things; (and doubtleſs Mr. Whitfield was at 
times a good preacher, and truly excellent.) 1 
therefore really exhibited and obtained a much 
ſtronger likeneſs as Dr. Squintum than Mr. Foot 


: ” did. The week before my Covent-Garden exhi- 


| bition I met my friend Shuter at the tabernacle; 
a great coolneſs: had continued for ſome time, as 
a We - had not ſpoke to, or even looked at each 
other ſince the breach between us in the year 


1758; but as we were met together in a place ol 


charity and forgiveneſs to all who ſuhſeribed to the 
dictator, we became very ſociable, and before the 
concluſion of Whitfield's lecture were perfect) 
reconciled: We adjourned to the Roſe, and dy 


tree the next morning were ſworn friends, and 


continued ſo till death called him away. —Indecd 
He was above eleven years older than me, ar 
a , , 7 29 e Ws 2A N N | F wou 


would have been fixty-three hadlhe: lived to this 
time. Ned Shuter was a lively, ſpirited, ſhrewd 
companion; ſuperior natural whim and humour 


vo ſurely never-inbabited a human breaſt, for what 
Fl | he ſaid and did was all his own, as it was with dif- 
1 ficulty he could ead the patts he had to play, and 
ys; could not write at all; he had attained to si an 
im. order, but no more: Nature could not have he- 

® ſtowed her gifts to greater advantage than on 
ith poor Ned, as what ſhe gave he made ſhine, not 
Mr. only conſpicuouſly but brilliantly, and that to the 
an) delight of all who knew him on or off the ſtage— 
zt, he might be truly dubbed ““ The Child of Na- 
ly- wre: — He was no man's enemy but his own. 
en» Peace, reſt, and happineſs, I hope he now poſ- 
re ſeſſes for the poor, the friendleſs, and the 
ome ſtranger he often comforted; and when ſome- 
48 at times reduced by his follies, he never could 
1 ſee a real object in miſery and reſiſt giving at 
ch leaſt half he was worth to his diſtreſſed fellow- 
bote ereatuf t; DYF iet 10 F 43% © 
xhi- My popularity that year of the Minor was ſuch, 
ele; that my acquaintance I might truly term univer- 
, 26 ſal. My benefit was the week before Chriſtmas, 
each and was not only crowded, but honourably at- 
yea! tended, which put my finances into a molt re- 
ce of ſpectable accumulation, though my free living 
o the from place to place was very expenſive, and in- 
e the deed extravagant: — Vet the reader is to obſerve 
ect my benefits in general were all free from any 
d by charges, and were what we on the ſtage term 
„ and clear benefits 5; and my night being numerouſſy 


attended in the middle of à winter ſeaſon in ſuch 
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a metfopolis as London cannot be yudged ale 
nomen. ene tit 
Phat ſeafon at Com e theatre, the dy 
190 after acting the character of Mr. Foote in the in 
treduction to- the Minor, I received an anony. 
mus letter, and recollected the ſame ſentiments 
| — toaragud to me in the like manner three 
| ſeaſons before after my beneſit- night at Drury: 
Lane, on taking off Mr. Foote as himſelf, not a 
an actor on the wr; 85 fee NE ng) 
as follows: TOR? e dee 


* ” 
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45 Tnoucn your imitation of. Mr. Fo oote lf 
4 nig ht was certainly great, yet your, twich- 
„ ing yeur chin with tweezers was very. wr 5 
4 hough well conceived, but on the. 
« it was a blemiſh, and not any advantage 5 
0 your imitation. z for you ſhould; conſider the 
* audience are only judges of Ms: Foote's public 
_« ſtage. performance, and not of how he facts or 
* ſpeaks when in his own houſe, and wih 
6 his acquaintance and particular intimates: 
4 therefore omit thoſe peculiarities of M. 
% Poote's, and you- will not - lofe, but increal 
your . 0 with ene "__ bb: ls 
* ee, 8 12 Fe | 
15 , $1211 ny; * 8 1 8 I 
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Theſe two notes L often conſidered, as the re- 
mark was ſo juſt) (though I had OT 
dience to the firſt) and made me gueſs from that 
time to the preſent that — proceeded from the, 
ſecret good wiſhes and knowledge of Mr. Murphy, 
#ho was often on parties ät Mr. F. oote's, and 78 
knew what I meant when the public did not: 
Whether it was to him I was obliged or no he beſt © 
can tell; if he did, it may have eſcaped his me- 
mory, and he may not recollect ſo trivial a cir= 
cumſtance, as it did not relate to himſelf. Why 
| take the wiſdom to myſelf” of thinking the let» 
ters came from Mr. Murphy (who had behaved 
very kindly to me) is, that in 1759, on my bene- 
It night at Drury-Lane, as T was acting the cha- 
racter of Mr, Foote, he (Mr. Murphy) was fit. 
ſting in the orcheſtra ;' and as I grew elated with _ 
applauſe,” and feeling to myſelf that all I did was 
right, I too often made uſe of a particular word, 
which Mr. Foote thoughtleſsly,. and from cyſtom, 
iten repeated Taughingly in his own room in com- 
"on converſation ; it Was a word fooliſh and in- 
W'clicate, and by no means fit to be preſumptu - 
Polly or ignerantly mentioned in à public theatre; 
ade! had never thought as to the meaning, but 
as, I declare, moſt perfectly innocent of it; and 5 
rom my rapidity of ſpeech the audience. (luckilß 
ndeed for me) did not attend to it any more than 
yſelf: —And as Mr. Sheridan's Puff in the Critic 
We: © The players never knew when to have 
oe with a good thing,” fo did 1 often repeat 
Ws unfit word before à moſt reſpectable audiencg. 
Wa Mr. Murphy in the orcheſtra enjoying my 
VVV 
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<< ſtage performance, and not of how. he acts or 
his acquaintance and particular, intimates — 
* Foote's, and yeu will not lofe, but increaſe 
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That ſeaſon at eee cheats, the day 
after acting the character of Mr. Foote-inthe i = 
treduQion to the Minor, I received an anony- 
mious letter, and recollected the fame ſentiments 


ſeuſons before after my beneſit- night at Drury. 
Lane, on taking off Mr. Foote as himſelf, not a; 
an actor on the ſta ages e e 
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9 Tnovon) your imitation 21 Mc. — * 10 
4 night was certainly great, yet your, twich- 
ing your chin with tweezers was very. wrong 

8 «hgh well conceived, . but on the 


© your imitation. 3 for you ſhould: confider the 
4 audlie noe are only judges of Mr. Foots's public 


46 ſpeaks when in his own houſe, and with 
ec therefore omit thoſe _ peculiarities; of Mc. 
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Theſe two notes I often confidered, as the re- 
mark was ſo juſt; (though I had not paid obe- 
dience to the firſt) and made me gueſs from that 
time to the preſent that they proceeded from the 
ſecret good wiſhes and knowledge of Mr. Murphy 
who was often on parties àt Mr. Foote's, and 
knew what I meant when the public did not: 
Whether it was to him I was obliged or no he beſt. 
can tell; if he did, it may have eſcaped his me- 
mory, and he may not recollect ſo trivial a cir= 
cumſtance, as it did not relate to himſelf. Why 

| take the wiſdom to myſelf of thinking the lets 
ters came from Mr. Murphy (who had behaved 
very kindly to me) is, that in 1759, on my bene- 
fit night at Drury-Lane, as T was acting the cha- 
rater of Mr, Foote, he (Mr. Murphy) was fit⸗ 
ting in the orcheſtra ;' and as I grew elated with _ 
applauſe, and feeling to myſelf that all 1 did, was 
right, I too often made uſe of a particular word, 
which Mr, Foote thoughtlelsly, and from cuſtom, 
often repeated laughingly in his own room in com- 
mon converſation; it was a word fooliſh and in- 
delicate, and by no means fit to be preſumptu - 
ouſly or ignorantly mentioned in a public theatre; 


was, I declare, moſt perfectly innocent of it; and 
from my rapidity of ipeechithe audience. (lyckily 
indeed for me) did not attend to it any more than 
myſelf : = And as Mr. Sheridan's Puff in the Critic 
lays, „ The players never know. when to have 
done with a good thing,” fo did I often repeat 
this unfit word before a moſt refpeRable audience. 
| ſay Mr. Murphy in the orcheſtra enjoying my 
ERAS ooo 


and I had never thought as to the meaning, but : 
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performance and applauding, Which gave me 


0 10 


double vigour; when on a ſudden he ſtarted up, 


and I loſt, from the fituation full before me, him 
whom I had ſeen in ſuch, high humour, therefore 
I feared ſomething was very wrong, but what! 


L 


could not divine ; but I do ſuppoſe; what { ſaid 


27 


—— — — ͤ ä4rur.— 
— —ũ—6P—ũ 7r—Ʒc9ꝙñ 2 Nees ans 
* 


— 


fo repeatedly had frightened him from his plez- 
ſant ſeat :—Luckily. for me the loud laughter and 
| applauſe drowned the ſenſes, or I might have ſeen 
more decampments, or . myſelf have been ordered 
[ ſo to do: and I am certain, had I been at that 
[| time diſgraced I ſhould: not have knon for wWy. 
| But all went off to my exceſs of joy; and when 


I ſaw Mr. Murphy ſome days after, he kindly ex- 
plained what had drove him from his place, as he 
Jedlared he trembled for me, and gave me at the | 
ſame time proper. information ſufficient to rediſ) 
my error and improve my breeding, without need 
1 1 Johnſon's Dictionary for further knowledge. 
This is a leſſon for all imitations to be confined 
entirely to the modes and manners only with 
which the audience are acquainted ; for the pri- 
beate manners in life of Mc, Garrick, or Me, Any: 
B body, they are neither familiarized tö, nor in the 
5 | feaſt acquainted - with, therefore, fooliſh to add, 
by way of garniſh; as what might pleaſe in a pri- 
a vate circle with information, will naturally leſſen 
| the merit of the mimiery or ſatire, inſtead gf in. 
CTreaſing it with the public; and indeed it muſt 
4 allowed as unmannerly as mean, and on no 6 
' © count worthy forgiveneſs, were it tolerated, to. 
daeeatſe pritate foibles, manners, and converſation 
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My friendly reader, I fear will be apt to 


ative to my applauſe and reputation in London in 


lic eſtimation, when oppoſed to Mr. Foote; but 
] really aver and. believe I have not exceeded the 


time and place I am perſuaded this'olis will ſtand 


V partial, and J am obliged to be the herald of 


widow weeys Heu long is that An hour in 


praiſe-worihy.· Indeed I can mention ſe- 
veral perſons ſtill living who can atteſt every par- 
ticular, I am ſorry to ſay not ſo many as I could 
wiſh, as moſt of my ſincere friends and benefac- 
tors are nd b m TE. 7 Dy; 


the public exe; for though he drew characters 


in the vaſtly. deep, yet as" theatrical and hondur- 
able vouchers" I refer to Mr. Macklin and Mr. 


told me I was in ſome particular "imitations in- 


now to contradict their favourable opinions, but 
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ſhrink, and think 1 have been too liberal in 
praiſing and loading myſelf with encomiums re- 


1760, as a rival in point of mimicry, in the pub- 


ſtrict bounds of truth. As to the exactitude of 


my own prgiſes': for Shak peare ſays, If a man 
will not eræct his own tomb-ſlone ere be diet, his me- 
mory ſball live no longer than his knell rings, and his 


clamour, and à quarter in rheum- And ſe much for 
praiſing myſelf, who" I myſelf” will brar witneſs am 


As a true imitator I ſtood before Mr. Foote in 
ſtrongly, yet his manners in point of likeneſs were 
not ein (juſt 3 beides thy partial friends o 
that time, hg cannot now come when they are 
called, arid, for all I know, may now be ſpirits 

| Murphy, wha will not, 1 truſt, deny they often 
comparable, and I was too well bred then and 
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verily think they were good PPPs” ſpoke | 


bus, the truth. Mr. Macklin has often acted by 
me 28 4 ticular Kind friend, and te him 3 
in debt for many obligations of tender regard. 
paid to my juvenile years, and ſince ; and as l 


never made him any 5 return, confeſs: myſelf - 


his obliged and grateful; debtor. Mr. Murphy 1 
have not the ſatisfa dd ion or pleaſure to call an in · 


timate 12. even common acquaintances my free ! 


quent aughs with him at that diſtant juncture of 


_ time, were chiefly occaſioned by my often; meeting 
him an parties at Mr. Foote's and at the New Ex- 


Change coffee-houſe; but, Mr. Macklin and I 
. have often met in Dublin, ſometimes in the ſame 
theatre, ſometimes in our different ſhips of war; 
and meet him where I wonld, I 8 but re- 
member civilities, not only to me, but to 
1 kriend 1 took in m hand to introduce to 
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V, a full purſe, a hook of, hen and auen 
of goo friends, my Covent - Garden engagement 


d; after which 1 ſoiled till Paſſion Week 


a near—A week that occaſions the players ne- 


ver to forget it is a religious ons, though their 


noon may not have the ſame feeling occaſon 
to rub up their memories: but every player and 


playere eſs can eco 
. . | 
Mr. Garrick, 1 5 de 8 


Mlecs that een, g 


| obcurate 3 but thank God I neither wanted bi | 


* nor his favours as a manager. 


ly in March I. was favoured with a. letter 
89 my good friend Mrs. Strode at Portſmoutb, 
t me, 525 a, we of Peering were ae 


4 
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pe 
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peated there; 48 a grand expedition was preparing 


W againſt ehe Fteneſ aud the number of officers - 
| and ſubalter ns bott df aemy and navy would be 
incredible Juſt before Eaſter: that there were n 
7s going forward, nor any diverfions whatever; 
and if I could but hit on any entertainment, ir 
would turn out lucrative to me, and be received as 
x compliment #6 the tan, ang ell my ktiend and 
acquaintance. I made proper inquiries on re- 
ceiving this Looking intelligence, and heard every 
thing Mrs. Strode Rad mentioned in à manger ſo 
de ſaon, confifmed. No the Jave of mo- 
ney, added to the allurement of wandering, ſeemed, 
io me itreſiſtible 3 I knew nothing could be done 
there in Paſſion-Week, though. F aight prepare 
| how to manage and contrive. without an able aſs, 
ſiſtant. Mrs. Strode, at my. requeſt, procured 
the theatre againſt my arrival; but ane auxihary 
at leaſt. became indiſpenſably necefſary,—L men- 
tioned the matter to m laughing whimfical. friend; 
Joſeph Auſtin, who [iked a frolie as well as my-. 
ſelf; I. therefore did not hefitate a moment as (o 
whom I ſhould impart my perplexity : To him 
related my new-fangled ſcheme and want of aſſiſts 
ance, alſo laid before him the glaring temptations = 
of army-officers, &. and propoſed terms of agrees 
ment. Without a pauſe our wiſe, heads ſettled it 
immediately; and that we might be more ſure of 
attractive merit, Joſeph clapped in his lady. as _ 
third performer (a very pretty woman) into the 
chaiſe, and on Palm: Sunday we fat down to ſup- 
per at Portſmouthꝭ: We found the playhouſe as- 
the company of comedians had left it, a mere 


= 


Mo 


% 


F b 85 : 1 | . # \ 
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wreck: They had torn away all traces of its for. 
mer ſelf—all little ornaments of what it oughbt to 
have been having removed all the wings and 
tagged ſcenery for their more remote threatres, 
with Juliet's tomb and . balcony, © even Deſde- 
mona's bed Fo N f 200. 1104 5 L 3 ; ler 1 . 9 2 ' 
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Had been ſeized by the hands of filthy dungeon villains, 


Aud thrown amongſt the common lumber, 
And conveyed in their baggage cart at Port. 
mouth to their fortreſs at Plymouth, themſelves 
having a long and heavy winter maroh; and in- 
deed | fear the greateſt part of that theatrical army 
were obliged on the expedition. to uſe their legs 
inſtead of carriages to obtain ſafe footing at their 
diſtant Devonſhire (encampment ; which proves 
rhe truth of the old proverb One half rhe world 
thows not how' the orher half tive.” 
My friend Joſeph and I had a moſt whimſical 
entertaining week; I am ſure he never can forget 
it, as it conſiſted of oddity and many freakiſh oc-. 
_ currences. - From ten till two at noon, we were | 
bofily employed with plaſtering paper on laths for 
our wings, and filling up the back part of the 
ſtage with ſomething like what we term a flat 
ſoene; indeed we had a carpenter, but Joſeph and 
Tate were the principal "workmen. Before the 
week was expired our playhouſe was prepared for 
the receiving a molt ſplendid audience, with which 
we were honoured ; even our ſtage was crowded 
and produced the beſt back flat ſcene I ever ſaw, 
which well paid us for our induſtry. "We were 
not only gratified with the great houſe being lo- 
e TOON FEI) One 
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crative and faſhionable, but we were ſtill more flat< 
tered and pleaſed by a deſire of ' a ſecond night, 
and with the aſſurance of gr ſupport ; for my 
own part I had been ſo fettered and confined 
while articled by Mr. Garrick, that I was rejoiced 
at being what I liked to be, and ever will be if 1 
can, FREE af air; that by choice ſhall ever be 
my motto; therefore the ſecond night was palat- 
able and quite agreeable to me. But here a diffi- 

culty aroſe: I had engaged to perform for my 
friend Shuter's benefit on Thurſday, March 265 
and that promiſe, without breach of word, ho- 
nour, or friendſhip, was eaſy and practicable, as 
time would juſt allow it, and not any to ſpare ; 


expedition, was likely to be tried for offences at 
the grand court of Drury by Judge Garriek, a 

ſevere judge, who would demand his bond, as 

Joſeph had actually engaged to play the Wedneſ- 
day night, March 25, a new part wrote by Mrs. 
Clive for her oon benefit; who at writing was 
(as may with Juſtice be equally ſaid of myſelf) 


So fell Joſeph, though he has not the leaſt relation- 
ſhip to Joſeph the Baſhful: Not withſtanding his 
perilous ſituation he yielded te entreaty, though 
he foreſa and dreaded the inevitable ſtorms We 
performed much the ſame kind of jumbled incohe · 
ſent entertainment as we had done onthe firſt night. 
We had a full houſe on the Tueſday, aud ſoon 
after ſupper that night my friend Joſeph Auſtin 


hind to ſettle all bills, &c. for our private and 
N 1 e 


3 « 


: 15 


but my trepanned friend Joſeph, on this ſmuggled ? 


a dead good one. However he was very happy, 1 
and temptation lay before him: 80 fell Adam — 


ſct off with his lady for London, and leſt me be-. 


public expenditure. My friend got to London in 


ſtate affairs upon his head and ſhoulders, that had 
he been there a day ſooner 1 do not ſuppoſe he had 
ſtudied ſufficiently to have known a ſentence. 

The lamentable conſequence to Mrs. Bayes {or 
rather Dame Clive) was her being obliged to ſub - 
mit to change her new farce,, or have an apology 
made for the part to be tead which Þ underſtood 
was kindly undertaken by Mr. Packer, but am 


nately d—— d, and the dreadful doom of it ſhe 


that truly comical lady (on the ſtage only) to the 
higheſt pitch of fury; not Ceres with her torch 
ſet the fields of corn on fire with more eager fan- 
tnaſt ic fury than ſhe would have at that inſtant 
"ſacrificed even the high-prieſt of the ſynagogue, 


rounds a king that he eſcaped her vengeance by 
a ſecure and ſpeedy retreat; and if truth may be 
ſpoken, I am inclined to think o this mattet he 
was more indehted to flight than his divinityſnip 
for ſafety: as be it known, though our monarch | 
great and ſmall, yet Dame Clive (like the Welch) 
was never ſubdued indeed the great little man 
dteaded her. As an inſtance I remember one 
night, while I had the honcur to appertain to 


deſire of ſeyeral perſons of diſtinction: The bil 


* * 


a whole ſkin, but too late for his part; and in- 
deed he had been ſo laden the werk before with 


not certain, However the piece was unfortu- 


attributed entirely to the negledtive and audacious 
behaviour of that impudent Auſtin.z- it enraged 


Garrick himſelf, could ſhe have dragged him to 
her altar of revenge; but 4 ſuch divinity ſur- 


Garrick uſed. to be lordly and managerial over 


Drury: Lane. theatre, Lethe was to be acted by 


run 


. 


- 


rit in the piece, but whether it had been printed 
in that manner by deſign or accident. I know not, 


rors, even though Mr. Kemble was the manager. 
Madam Chive at noon came to the theatre and 


omitted was an offence ſhe conſttued ſo heinous, 
that nothing but vengeance, and blood ! blood! 


but her not ſeeing in the bill“ The Fine Lady 


indeed, the was a diamond of the firſt water. 


was received with the ufual expreſſion of gladneſs 


deſerved; and her ſong from the Italian Opera, 


14 favourite 
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run thus: A dramatic ſatire called Leih. The new 
character of Lord Chalkſtone by Mr. Garrick ; | 
and not any other performers mentioned, not even 
Woodward's or Yates's— Mrs. Clive's part was 
the Fine Lady. There were ſeveral actors of me- 


as play-bills publiſhed daily muſt be liable to er- 
furiouſly rung the alarm bell: for her name being : 


lago was the word! and it was no more ſtrange 
than true that Garrick ever feared to meet that 
female ſpirit: | Perhaps Mr. Croſs the prompter 
might think / Gatrick's name was all-ſufficient; 


by Mrs. Clive,“ was ſo unpardonable an offence, 
that could ſne have got near him, and he had 
been ſevere in his replies, I dare ſay ſhe would 
have deranged King David's wig and dreſs as 
adorned for Lord Chalkſtone, which would have 
diſconcerted him much. Mrs. Clive was a mix-. 
ture of combuſtibles he was paſſionate, croſs, 
vulgar, yet ſenfible, and a very generous woman, 
and as a comic actreſs, of genuine worth indeed, 


When her ſcene of the F Nea came on, ſhe 
1 + £5: ©: 4 
on her approach, ' as ſo charming an actreſs truly | 


where ſhe was free with'a good ridiculous imita- - 
lion of Signora Mingotti, who was the darling 
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favourite at the King's Theatre, and admired b) 
all the amateurs, —ſhe was univerſally, encored, 
and came off the ſtage much ſweetened in tem- 
per and manners from her firſt going on— 
c Aye,” ſays ſhe in triumph, that artful devil 
could not hurt me with the Town, though he had 
ſtruck my name out of the bills.“ She laughed 
and joked about her late ill- humour as if ſhe could 
have kiſſed all around her, . though. that happines 
was not granted, but was willingly. excuſed 3 and 
what added to her applauſe. was her inward joy, 


_ triumph, and ſatisfaQtion, in finding the little great on 
man was afraid to meet her, and which was of ry 
all conſolations the gteateſt; not out brave 18 
Rodney could feel more pride or glory on the h 
French Admiral de Graſſe delivering up his ſword " 
to him, than Madam Clive did in the. idea of her * 
ſubduing Garrick. The valiant Boadieia never * 
| hurled her ſpear with more furor than Clive, thet 4 
Amazonian Thaleſtris of Drury-Lane theatre, 95 
purſued that great general, Garrick, whenever he fur 
offended her; indeed the whole green-room dreads. der 
ed her frowns, She was the original, and quite e an! 
at home when in the Cobler's Wife in the Devil e au 
to Pay, and always proved that Poor Nell bad # fa 
great foul; indeed, to thoſe who approached her na 
| *door in miſery, ſhe ſupplied their wants, and gare ws 
at once without pride or oſtentatian. Me. Gat- m 
_ Tick. alluded to Mrs. Clive in Nell, and Mis. *. 
Pritchard in the Queen in Hamlet, when he wrote fois 
and ſpoke the following lines the ſeaſon. thit Ga 
harry, Cibber, Quin, and Woffington, united inf 
forces at Covent · Garden c 
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Our ladies too, with hands and tongues untam d. 
Fire up, like Britons, when the battle's nam d. 
Each female heart pants for the glorious ftrifey, © _ 
From Hamlet's Mother to the Cobler's Wife. © © 


So Madam Clive, of whom 1 have been ſpeaking 
ſo long, when her farce was dd, as ſhe could 
not ſtart that Fox Auſtin' from his hiding-place, 
at laſt found Mr. Garrick her darling prey, 


whoſe curioſity had led him back to take à peep 


which gratified his ſpleen; and indeed her works, 
believe, were truly indifferent, and would not 
have cut a much better figufe in print than my 


| profeſs quite the contrary," cry quarter, and fue 
for merey: Clive, like the good houſewife, who 


loner eſpied him than ſhe faſtened ; and the 
furious poeteſs bitterly and vehemently harangued 
her manager as abetting and aiding in a plot to 
fink her works to oblivion, by being privy to 
Auſtin's having elopẽd, and thereby deſtroyed her 
fame. The manager ptoteſted his innocence, 
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infernal exotic, Wilkinſon, to whom he never 
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at the field of battle, after beholding her farce 
and its fatal overthrow,” and had exultingly ſat 
ſmiling at the tumult, and enjoying the, ſtorm, . |, 
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ſees a rat in the trap in'the morning taken, no 


nay aQed great rage, denouncing © ſevere and 
unheard-of 'puniſhments'on_ Auſtin ; for certainly 
my friend Joſeph being abſent from his royal _ 
duty, and in a time of war was not to be de- 
fended; and what added to his crime in Mr. 
Garcick's eye was, that he had been with that 
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granted abſolution. He d -d Wilkinſon; ge 
4 Foote, and ſaid, Lacey, I fay, 'ecod W 
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will have no more exotics at the theatre l“ and 
concluded with a determination to diſcard Avftin, 
for he was at that time really angry and offended 
with him, and much diſapproved of his intimacy 
with me, as his jealous fearful temper ſuggeſted 
Auſtin. (who was in full confidence with him) 
might give information now and then of“ The 
forbidden ſecrets of his,. priſon-houſe 3? He at 
length pecified Clive, convinced her be was not 
concerned in the plot, and hoped to ſee Auſtin 
affficted with tortures for what ſhe had ſuffered 
5 l night from his neglect, to which ſhe attri- 
huted her favourite offspring being ſtrangled in 
the birth. Mr. Garrick even ſoothed her into 
tolerable temper, hy aſſuring her that her farce 
was one of the moſt entertaining and beſt written 
pieces that had been produced for years; het 
oon aQing had charmed him, and he was mor. 
- tified; to think her misfortune in its diſgrace was 
1 entirely owing to the unparalleled had behaviour 
of Auſtin. Poor Joe was obliged to face his 

| Maſter Garrick in à few days, and I beſieve 
_ received from him a very ſevere; lecture, attended 
(1 conjeQure) with a ſmarting fine; he was allo fr 
ſome time bauiſhed the court of Drury, and hi 
Majeſty of Denmark's. preſence ; but luckily ir 
cunning Joſeph Mr. Garrick had interwoven hi 

; 170 ICHemprs and buſineſs ſo much with him, 
| that Gzrrick found he could not, without incon- 
|  Ceivable inconvenienge, conduct his multiplici) 
pk affairs without, Joſeph's tranſaäing the ſec 
Wh been in the cabinet, for Croſs was ,grown 96 
| Re uperannuateg, and. unfit tor his office as prompith 
= Kc. ; and on weghing-the ſoales with Auſlin i 
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nd one and mY darlin in Intereſt with the Rupture i ink. 
in, the other, be found the balance was againſt him 
ded ſelk; he therefore with quick and wonted gene- 
* roſity graciouſ] "reſtored Auſtin to favour at 
ſed court, and rein 1 2 him in all his honours and : 
im) moveables of which he. had been diſpoſſeſſed; — 
The For two years he was really 4 ſlave to him; ; 
* I nothing was "ris ht unless Auſtin was oled; 
not and, by way of amends, he would often honour 
ſtin hint by publicly walking with him arm in arm, 
ered chatting, laughing, &c. with a ſmall bribe for 
utri⸗ the day, and a large promiſe for the mortow; 
d in and 1 believe I may pronounce to a certainty, 
into he never in all his life made Mr. Auſtin 4a zenteel | 
farce preſent of recompence for His trouble. . ” have 
ritten mentioned this on gueſt, and ik 1 am wrong in 
der my aſſertion ſhall'b "happy to retraQ ; for I would 
More not advance a fatſeh66d- for any advantage what- 

e v ever, and Mr. Auffin can cafily in any newſpaper 
Wiout contradict what I have affected, and inform us of 
de bis Mr. Garriek's generofity. Mr. Auſtin is an in- 
elicve Bl ſtance of one who fo time glowed under the 
ended ſunſhine- beams of court favour; yet with all his 
Iſo frr dependence on the great man in hopes of, inde-" 
nd h. pendence, hie feet *coulf'dbrain his wi es and 
ly ior expectations; for, like the Miſet, Jofeph wanted 
en hi to * touch foriethin 4 teal,“ but Was only pad 
h bim, (as Namiſte) with” forgivetieſs' of” all that had 5 
Ioan paſſed. n FS 
iplich) At len ab Westie out, Me. Auſtin was = Y | 
Tec be neceffity! of feaving his friends and country; 
vn 010) and ſeeking a refs 80 45 ylam'i in Old Ireland; - 
mpich He never more” retuſned' 16 to. his old maſter Gar: 
tin i rick, -** * 093274 40 3 a 1 . * NW ate 2 0 | 
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Nowvithtanding Mr. Garrick's oddities, Lat 
ways did and ſhall reverence, teſpect, and eſteem 
him as the greateſt actor the Britiſh, Rage has 
ever known, from its firſt eſtabliſhment. to the 
preſent day: but in other points 1 have only 
given the picture as it, ſhould; be, from the life, 
with all its pots, blemiſhes, and beauties; fo 
my conſcience may reſt: as certainly, if my, 
narrative reſpecting his treatment of myſelf be 
true, there remains; no call; of any trait of Mr. 
Garrick from my pen but juſtice. :... 
In Dublin my old acquaintance Auſtin and! 
often met, and fince that time as late manager 

of the Newcaſtle theatre; but he has retired with 
eaſe and plenty—an enviable ſtatel Whenever 
we do meet and want matter for converſation, 
we need but, recolle& Portſmouth: Mr. Garrick, 
Mrs. Clive, and others— and, as Lady Townl 
ſays, „We can make the prettieſt ſherbet ; aye, 
and without too much lemon: and to 9 
with her ladyſhip's words (as to Auſtin and my- 
ſelf). 461 believe in my foul, it =P Jaſt as lang a | 
we „ 

Mr. Garrick, Ne attached. to 1 e 
was kept in order and decorutn himſelf by our 
, Je ingenious writer, Counſellor, Murphy; 

hat gentleman could teaze his ſoul, and. gall his 
- gizzard whenever he pleaſed or ju wines himſelf 
wronged. Mr. Macklin ny maſter Garrick did 
not much love, though formerly they were on a 
friendly footing... but the 8 0 palace gates 
againſt his Av were faſt: cloſe When Bar- 
baroſſa (wrote; b the late Dr. 'Brown). was. Py 
_ duced, Ser e firſt N entered after th 
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fourth act in a glittering filver-ſpangled-'tifſue 
ſhape 3 when Mrs. Clive, inſtead of court adu. 
lation, eried out, O my 
"abs s ) 224 
rudeneſs .diſconcerted him much for the remain-. 
ing part of the evenings and certainly it was 
too free, and not well timed, as he was trembling 
alive all over on the firſt night of a new part in 

a new play 3 and it certainly is-a ſenious matter 

in London, and a ſeruice of ange. 

Before I arrived in town from Portſmouth for 

Shuter's benefit, Mr. Arthur (manager of the 
Bath company) came to that town on the plan of 
building a new theatre there, as the inhabitants 
much wiſhed for a better and more regular com- 
pany of performers. Mr. Arthur waited on me, 
wiſhed me joy on the ſucceſs of my two nights 
public! impromptu at Portſmouth; and as his 
friends, who bad encouraged his new under- 
taking, wiſhed. to ſee me there again the enſuing 
ſummer, he hoped it would turn out mutuall7 
agreeable and lucrative to himſelf and me ;—the 
matter was. ſettled and agreed between us. He 
then made another propoſal for my playing ten 
nights that . ſpring ſeaſon at Bath, with a clear 


Portſmouth. and got to London on Wedneſday | 
night, March 25, 1760, and on T hurſday gave 
Tea, as I had promiſed, for my friend Shuter's 


wonderful applauſe: The approbation intonie 
cated . me ſo much, that the night following, 
being in company with, Shuter and Ballard” the 
treaſurer, I conſented to pour water on the * 
"1041 | © 5, e 
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for his benefit early in May, though 1 had en- 
gaged for Bath, and knew I was do incur the 
expence from thence to London and back again: 
but my deſire for applauſe incfeaſed my thirſt: it 


went down ſo deliciouſly, that I was glad te cover 
that as an obligation, Wich in fac I was pleaſed 


to be requeſted to do and thought no. price l 


could pay equal to public approbation. I did not 


then ſo well know the fiekſe changes of Fortune 
as well as life 


I arrived at Bath well, and without the leaf | 
fatigue; the next day I paid my reſpects to Mr. 
Arthur, alſo to Mr. Ridout, with a thoufand 


at his ill-declining health calling Him there, and 
obliging him to quit Covent-Garden. theatre; to 

which place he never more returned. He was 
the only man in whom Mr. Rich placed any 


confidence, or whoſe advice he would liſten to. 


Mr. Ridout being prime miniſter, he was of 

courſe beſpattered with plenty of abuſe 3 but he, 
like me and Benedick, cared not for a ſatire of 
an epigram: for if a man will tet himſelf be 

beaten with brains, he ſhall wear nothing hand- 


KRicdout was extremely glad to ſee me at Bath, 
nand when my benefit was advertiſed he ſent me a 
letter deſtring three box tickets, and begged my 
acceptance of the incloſed three guineas, with 
his beſt wiſhes and thanks for havidg ſo Honour: | 
ably kept my promiſe in 759, not to meddle 
with his manner of acking any nighe of my imi.⸗ 


tations at either of the London theatre“ The 


1 4ͤ« 
TE 


three 
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three ca was meant, it is. true, as a Ae 
and I had ſome title to accept the caſn and not 


return it ; for I gertainly had deprived | myſelf = 
of a credit as do the imitation; and I pin my 


faith more on Mr. Macklin's opinion than on my 
own merit: for Mr. Macklin when I. laſt ſaw 
him declared I had taken ſuch exadt menaſure of 
Mr. Ridout, that my likenefs of him was my 
maſter- piece At Bath he died: When I ſaw 
him there he appeared in a weak languid Tate, 
not in ae danger. * 1 926 157 
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1 ſo. 0 0 (Mr.  Aircaftle,, 1 from e one 
point to another, that I can apologize, * 
cannot help being incoherent. 2 
Bath was then certainly a 
Now I am, told, and it is well known that city 
has increaſed at an ineredib le rate of 1 ina 
to the aſtoniſhment and admiration, of all Europe. 
In that city Mr. Keaſberry treated me . my 
rſt dinner, and I was particulatiy lucky by un- 
expectediy meeting with an unthought-of e. 
ſing; for in a few hours after my name had been 
publiſhed for Richard the Third, I was „ 
. With the agreeable. pleaſure | of receiving .. 
from my ever dear remembered. friends. and 
patrons and Mrs. Chaigneau and Mes Forks, | 
and ſome others from Ire ade ap moſt happy 1 
telligence, indeed for me, a from inter * 
Bath was at that | time, and {till continues, 2 
nn of conſtant, faſhionable, and friendly, — 4 
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dom of Ireland: It was in truth a fortunate' cir. 
cumſtance,: as they immediately introduced me 
not only to a genteel but faſhionable reſort of 
friends, who were of the utmoſt ſervice in fixing 
my reputation as a public performer amongſt all 
the cirele of their acquaintance, © beſides the ber- 
tain allowed oredit, convenience, and: ſelf-ſati. 
faction on my Bath onſet as an actor, to have 
ſuchleligible and eſteemed places to dine at, and 
be received as a particular friend and viſitant at 
Mr. Chaigneau's in Gay-ſtreet, and Mrs. For- 
bes's in Queen- ſquare, &c. I played a variety 
of characters there, and it would be tedious and 
fulſome to repeat the favours I received; every 
perſon I knew conſulted to make me happy, 
My benefit was on Monday, April 27, 1761— 
| Confederacy the play, with Tea and the farce of 
the | Guardian—I acted Mrs. Amlet, and the 
Guardian, with Tea; and in the courſe of my 
playing 1 acted Richard, Lear, Hamlet, and 
Sbpioe — parts in the Minor, Cadwallader, Pe- 
truchio, &c. My benefit was honoured with ſo 
great a demand for places, that the whole pit was 
laid into the boxes, a circumſtance which had not 
 _ Heen often inſtanced. A large party, with the 
| Tate Lord Chve, were that night contented with 
Places: in the pit: "Indeed a theatre is ſuch a 
Wang place, that the ſeat which is faſhionablc 
one night, is horrid another; for ſometimes if 
only the firſt rows of the fide-boxes are taken 
the cry is, “ Not a place to be had in the boxes; 
| every ſeat is let!“ The front boxes, if Ng. 
Siddons acts, are called good places, and ac- 
Enpwledged (as they'truly are) to be the beſt ſeats | 
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in the houſe for een a FO but on any night, 
if not wiſhing to be at the theatre, and yet want- 
ing an excuſe to ſtay away, the cry is, ““ It is 
horrid—it is 2 bore.— Who can fit in the Aya | 
boxes? thoſe giblet pa” 
When my nights with Mr. Atty" were ex- 
pired I had engaged to perform Lady Pentweazle 
and Cadvaltaier for his benefit on Monday, May 
4; but Mr. Ballard the Covent-Garden treaſu · 
rer, (with Shuter's ſummons): advertiſed me in 
the London papers according to my promiſe, 


penſably under an honourable” contract to make 
my appearance in London, and was obliged to 
quit Bath on Saturday, May a, and took poſt- 
chaiſe for the purpoſe- On Sunday noon I un- 
expectedly met a party of friends at Hounſlow, 
where I ſpent a cheerful day, and got ſafe to 
London in the evening, and was ready to fulfil 
my duty and promiſed faith on Monday night. 
Before ] left Bath T agrecd to return the Thurſday 50 
following, May the 4th, to performs for the be 
nefit of Mr, Keaſberr. 

The Monday night I was in 7 9 5 1 bad _ 
leiſure to ſee any, friend whatever, but was plea(- 
ing myſelf. with. the thoughts. of what vaſt and 
uncommon. applauſe . 1 ſhould be. favourcd with 
the next night: for my honey-draught on/Shuter's | 


curring the expence of ſuch a pvit journey. 1 
have often heard Mr. . Foote declare, that the 
change of weather had an effect upon the tempers 
of the audiences ; and. allo. to a certainty it ace 
differently with the Ck as as to their ſpirits, | 


. — 


therefore I could not be excuſed, being fo indiſ- 1 


benefit had been a great inducement for my in- 


7 : 7 . N 1 y 9 * 1 
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&c. The truths: af theſe ca 1 cannot 
take upon me to determine, but fave it to the 
doctors and wiſer heads: Every: frequenter of x 
theatre muſt have at times been inſenſibly led to 
obſerve, that with the ſame actors, in the ſamt 
piece, and in the ſame theatre, the reception, 
whether it was the weather, the audience, or 
their own: dulneſs, has been widely oppoſite. Ii 
the audience is not in humour, the performet, 
let him go on in his beſt ſpirits, will fag; but on 
the contrary, if the audience is in gfeat good 
humour, and the players flat and inſipid, chen 
will catch the fire like electrieity; and though 
the performers went on the! ſtage even in bad 
health and ſpirits, they will be transformed and 
all alert, forget theit illneſs, be nero vigourtd, 
become what each ea es 'perionaſe- in- the 
wes charaRterto—rs - 2 1 ; 
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} Tech Wen lord Sts; Nightly on: W 
Andi all that night an unaccuſtomed ſpirie 
Lit ow des the [age with cheerful thoughts 


; 80 1 on 8 * of Ballard's benefit, like Mrs 

Heideſburgh, longed for the rencounter, and was 
us uſual well received; and I was determined t 
get applauſe by giving much more in quantity | 
than what 1 had done for Shuter's benefit —an 
ignorant zeal, that, like Shakſpeare's Dogberry, 


had it been ten ties more, T would have be- 


flowed alt. my tediouſneſs. on their Worſhips. 
But alas! alas! before I had gone half a ſtage 
with my comic” lecture my numerous auditory ap 
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was as Mr. Foote had obſerved: the weather, the 
drowſineſs of the audience, or from what other 
chain of ſtupidity, 1 cannot tell; but I rather 
believe it was owing to a jumble of bad materials, 
with a double quantity of my own inſipidity in- 
termixed. One circumſtance I remember per- 
fectly, which was, 1 thought it would never have 
been over without Supernatural Aid, or a ghoſt 
to tell me ſo—and I am certain my heaters 
thought ſo too. But as it is often ſaid, ** It is a 
long lane that has no turning, ſo at laſt the 
concluſion did come, and two or three friends L 
at the lower end of the hall gave a hand or two, 


different kind of token; therefore I did not take 
the advantage of thoſe: few at the lower end, 
and ſtay to ery, Thanks, gentle citizens and 
friends, &.“ but even then took off and made 
Pallard's benefit was compoſed of all forts of 
the lower order of people from every diſtant 
quarter of London, the greateſt: part of whom 
perhaps did not ſee threes plays in a year, and 
my imitations were as little underſtood: by the 
red · eloaked ladies in the front hoxes as When I 
gave Tea at Norwich; in fact it was as Hamlet 
ſays,, „ Caviare to the multitude.” 80 1 (poor 
Pilgarlick) had treated myſelf with a poſt - chaiſe 


and to return back; and all for a bill which my 


which had no ſtability, and was not fit to be 
truſted, as it was proteſted and returned back on 


the upper part of the building. I believe gave a 7 


jaunt of one hundred miles from Bath to London, 


vanity had drawn upon the bank of Folly, the 


my hands to my own ſhame and diſgrace : This 
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is true but not without a good leſſon for young 
people's improvement and future obſervation— 
and I conſoſed myſelf with never in future playing 
at hazard for the chance of applauſe only, with- 
out the becunia, where there were ſuch odds 
againſt me. I returned to Bath, and was on the 
ſtage on I hurſday, May 7, on Mr.-Keaſberry's | 
night, and when there, had plenty of Span- 
water, very eaſily purchaſed, to, quench my thirſt 
for applauſe, when I wanted more than 1 de. 
ſerved :—Not'but the longing defire of applauſe is 
a good "incentive to excite ſpirit and emulation 
in every young performer; for without ambition 
few would encounter ſuch various and almoſt 
inſurmountable diffieulties as attend a theatre; 
I remember Miſs \Nofficer's ſaying in the green- 
room, that all of the theatrical profeſſion ſhould 
be bleſſed with more than common philoſophy: 
That we ſhould poſſeſs that ſaid ſerenity I agree 
to be a right obſervation, but am far from think- 
ing we are in any great degree honoured with its 
attendance as a conſtant companion; in general 
we have ſomething like an equivalent, and that 
is great ſpirits, which glides over little misfor- 
tunes, evil tongues, and diſappointments, eaſier 
than with mankind in general; and good ſpirits 
create caſe and happineſs, _ like death and 
o_ dice, levels all diſtinQions— $a 
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While at Bach 1, was ſolicited to perform for 


has almoſt. every benefit ;- I . moſt willingly complied; 
fing and ated (away: moſt Eee without fee or 
155 reward, ſo was in no "I ſyſſeriog on the 


vagrant N | 
The two aſt plays. were Hamlet and Richard | 
the Thitd: the firſt for the benefit of Mr; Wil- 
liames, (termed the Ancient Garpenter),on'Friday, 


wo June 5, 1761 ; and the laſt, for, Mr. Wooley 
TM the painter, Monday, June 8.—The farce Was 
"Ay Heb in the Mell, in * Mr. Wooley, appeared 1 
won in the character of Hob. 3 


The reaſon; for my — — fo particular, 2s 74 
the days, months, and years, on trifles not worth 
doubting is, that it helps as a reference to the 
rrofelſed plan with which I ſet out, and to make 


onld good my affertions with thoſe; now living, who 
phy: might think it worth while either to corroborate 
ige or contradict my, relation of facts with the, i 


* ſtrideſt obſervance of time and place. 

"WR From thence I lounged at Wincheſter. "A 
eel the new theatre at Portſmouth (building under 

| that Mr. Arthur's inſpection) was ready for; the re- 
2M ception of the Bath Company, at that time under 
aber his direction, Where I reſorted according to beat 
pirits of drum and marching; orders on the iſt of July; | 
and but when I ſaw the deſolate, ſtate of the building, 


| judged it impraRicable for its wide extended 
walls to have a play enaQed that good year of 
our Lord: However Arthur was indefatigable ; 


. 4 low, and ſure ; ; and in ſo ſhort a time as Monday, : 
wth July 20, Hamlet was announced for opening our, 
Vhile 51 n ts ON CR. of $h eee 
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4 Hhrnler; Me. Wilkinſon * Poloniudj M Arikur; 
Horatio, Mr. Keaſbetry; the Queen, Mrs. Lee, 


5 Keeidents ;/ and the other khat entertaining and 
at Drury Lane and Covent-Garden, alſo 2 


before I was at Bath between Mr. L 
Palmer, (the Bach 1 which not being 
8 r N ſettled, 


| complaint) defired to be retained;” 


5 July, had not the leaſt appearance of being 
fit to de opened that night, either before of 


ſtacles, and the wonder-working incomparable}; 
Arthur deſpiſed difficulties: ' At twelve ofclock a 

| noon there was not one ſeat in the pit, but he 
actually contrived” to get it finiſhad by ſe ven, 
Not any rebearfal was poſſible, as the ſtage wa 
„ one's waiſt in ſhavings. The populace 
were eager to ſee the new playhouſe, new: com 
pany, and the firſt acted play; but on traverßag 


tance, they became very noiſy, the failors pat. 
ticularly unruly ; when into the ſtreet-popped ou 


not — his advertiſed cba of Polonius, bu 


7 
_ 


% MMA or 4 7 


Mrs. Lee was wife te the lade Mr. Lee, and 
mother to the preſent Miſs Lee of Bath: One 
wrote the pleaſant comedy of the Ohapter of 


well-drawri®romdtice of the Recefs.: Mr. Let 
by known in London as an a@6r of merit 


manager and performer at Edinburgh and Bath. 
But ſome cdiſpbte had happened about a year 
e and Mr. 


Lee withdrew'; but ſhe 
ry ſenſibly dae having. given any ne * 


Our new grand theatre at noon, on the 200 


behind the curtain the whole company were of 
that opinion: But great men will overcome ob- 


the ſtreets from four till ſeven, and no admit 


old. -crofs commander in chief, Admiral Arthur 


* 


mot 
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| more reſembling one of the witches in M 
check'd 'apronz with a prin Udon 1 . 
and his face as hegrimed and grea F as 2 bary- 
deine Othello e ide Pot dec He barangued => | 


kur; 
ev | 
and | 
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De money, fo each fallor and his Kals, or his 
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"ger Tor, without putting off his apron, 
5 ſoon as the houſe had filled and all were « Tate | 
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what he could either by threats or civility obtain: 

ry they pleaſed ; nor would he have ſtirred ll „ 
ar pc night whilft he beheld the glimpſe. of 
we ropping ſhilling to have paid for their | 
ly obtained footing. When he had finiſhed || 
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that difficult job he retired to what was abſolute) 


more (the hour 
had often performed in London, and acted truly 
had occaſioned; ſuch a miſt and violent heat on 


univerſal melancholy gloom as I never can forget: 
 —evyery_ one of the performers, and the well- 


_—_ 


| Judged I ſhould make my exit as à great man, 
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adage, that a man muſt. ſwallow. a peck of duft er 
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my own ſuggeſtion fancied I, muſt that night have 


after, our little theatre was really an elegant, 
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had ever then experienced in point of grandeut, 
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requiſite, ſoap, and ſand, and in about an hour 
jour of nine) we proceeded on with 
our ſolemnity. Mr. Arthur was transformed 
a long old periwig and a ſumptuous ſuit of clothes 
gracing his perſon for, Polonius (a part which he 


well); but the lamps and candles having been 
loaded with the immenſity. of our kindred duſt 
from Beogis (the, manager's qutrageous ſweeping) 


o 


the audicnce-part of ihe theatre, on the ſtage, 
behind the ſcenes, and had diſperſed ſuch an 


warmed (nay L may ſay nearly parched) ſpeRator 
became refleQors of burning heat to each other, 
and were almoſt literally ſcorched on that night's 


dangerous undertaking. For my own pant 1 


eing no leſs a perſonage than the Prince of 
Denmark; and recollecting the old women's 


be diet, 1 concluded my time was come, as | by 


gulped that fatal quantity: — however it is evident 
f furvived that ſuffocation, , In three or four nights 


well-approved, and faſhionable: place of-relort; 
far different from what the families of Portſmouth 


comfort, . or regularity; or as a .xeſpeRadic 
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tel 
ou have opened the theatre in this ſtrange, incon- 
with venient, and contemptuous: condition, but from 


20th of July led on to the Portſmouth annual 


h he mart; a week of general reſort for all ſorts of 
nul people that aſſembled yearly: to purchaſe toys, 
been ribands, flippets, &c. therefore: had he loſt that 
duſt advantage, he would have miſſed. the capital 
ings) | prize in his theatrical lottery. It was hall the 

it on time not only of hoſtility with France, but an 
tage, honourable, fucceſsful, and as: glorious' a: war as 


any the Britiſh: annals can boaſt z—though as to 


get: WI var at Portſmouth the creed of the inhabitants 
well- is eaſily underſtood by the words of Kate Match- 
Lators lock in the Funeral, who fays, O rare news} 
other, we are going to have: a war, and a war's a war, 
ught no matter whether abroad or at home. 80 in 
art fact war is the only manufactory of Portſmonth 
man, and Plymouth: — An of courſe that war con- 
269-0 tinuing added much to our good fortune, and 
men was the happy work of more lucky chances. 
WE We were ſoon oppaſed by the old Plymouth 

2s | by company, of comedians at the old theatre, the 

\t have ragged regiment I have ſo often mentioned; but 
evident their theatre was ſo dirty, their conduct ſo irre- 
nights WI gular, that they were generally viewed as a vat» 
legant, gar dram-drinking ſet when compared to our 
reſort; decent demeanour and truly creditable appear= 
(mouth WH ance; therefore we were honourably termed the 
andeur, Lality company: Our houſe: had many advantages; 
xeQabic not only as to elegance, but was more commo- 
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kadeed 1 de not ſuppoſe Mr. Arthur would 


2 particular circumſtance, which was, that the 


dious and cool; with: good wardrobe; ſcenery, &. 


My night was on Monday, September 26, and 


{once famous as Othello in London); Anna 


lind, thoygh Mrs. YT the beanie was 
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was greatly attended; as a proof I believe it was 7 
the beſt in our whole: ſucceſsful ſeaſon. Tamer. ſhe 
lane with the Upholflexer.—1 aQed Bajazet, the on 
firſt ſcene of Sil Archy, Bucks have at Je . ſor 
with Pamplilet and Razor. but 
Our campaign ended without any paſticular oc- un 
currences on Monday, October 19, 1761, with wit 
Henry VIII. and the Coronation: It was aQed anc 
two ADB after the benefits were over. Wol- tret 
ſey, Wilkinſon; Gardiner, Arthur; Cranmer, tay 
Kcaſberry; Henry, Stephens 'the: button-maker tea 


Bullen, Miſs Reynolds, late Mrs. Saunders; who In | 
adcted the Country Girl when it was altered at Mr, was 
Garrick's defire ſome years ago by Mr. Bicker inſt 
kaff; _ Katherine, Mrs. Baker... a g 
Mrs. Baker was a woman of ftrong ontferſiand- ver 
ing, aided. by a good and highly-finiſhed educa- hon 
tion, wonderful natural abilities, and an aQreſs hav 
ol great capacity, and ſhe had performed three or Por! 
four parts at Covent-Garden, where they could 3 
not deny ſhe poſſeſſed much merit; her features fe 
were very good, but her figure was ſhort, clumſey, Kin 
and againſt her in many parts, which otherwiſe day, 
ſhe was well calculated for. If a line had been ſuire 
drawn of competitorſhip, the firſt of that or the in L. 
preſent day would have ſhrunk in the debate as to held 
 comprehenjion and real underſtanding, and yielded our 
to her courteſey, Uſe is of greater importance WW #1! t 
than the London or any other audience are aware deck 
of, —Mrs. Pritchard was a ſtriking inſtance, who, on, 
with a large figure, was eſteemed the beſt Roſa- Wer 
'PF 
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and her opponent. Prejudice for ſome time pre- 
was vailed much againſt Mrs. Baker at Vork, where 
ner ſhe ated during the races in Auguſt 1768, and 
the one winter 1769; but at the latter part of the ſea- 
All, ſon ſhe ſurmounted thoſe prejudices. At Edin- 
PLA burgh, where ſhe reſided ſome years, ſhe was in 
roc- Wl univerſal eſteem as an aQreſs ; but on a quarrel 
with with Mr. Digges (for her temper was ſoon ruffled, 
Qed and ſhe was too apt to ruſh into the different ex- 
Wol- tremes of love and hate) ſhe haſtily quitted the 
mer, ſtage, and there undertook” the difficult taſk of 
naker teaching the Engliſh pronunciation; for which ſhe 
Anna was not only capable but thoroughly qualified: 
who In ſo doing ſhe received great promiſes, (and what 

t Mr, was better) great emolaments, all which increaſed _ 
cker- inſtead of being diminiſhed. She was received as 
. a gueſt of knowledge and entertaining lively con- 
tand- verſation at the firſt tables in Edinburgh, which 
duca- honours, at that city, would never without talents 
\Qrels have been conferred. Her laſt performance at 
tee or Portſmouth was in Queen Katherine. 
could The coronation to Henry VIII. had double ef- 
atures ect from being well timed; his preſent Majeſty 
zmſey, King George III. having been crowned on Tuel- 
erwiſc day, Sept. 22. On that day moſt of the Hamp- 
been ſaire world aſſembled; for thoſe that could not be 
or the in London flocked to Portſmouth, and there he- 
e as 10 held at noon a glorious fight indeed; ſeveral of. _ 
vielded our nobleſt ſhips of war dreſſed in their colours, 
nance all the officers of their ſeparate denominations 
- aware WW decked out in their full uniforms, and every per- 
„ who, on, both high and low, in their holiday clothes: 

| Roi Whilſt all the cannon from the ramparts and 
ol, was WY" 'pping, as alſo from the caſtle on South-Sea 
bet e 7§ↄo’O»» .. © non; 
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Common, were echoing and re-echoing reſound- 
ing thunder, with ſuch a delightful. confuſion, of 
noiſe, (as Sir Callaghan' O Brallaghan ſays) that 
I can,no-more attempt to give an account of it 


than to tell the ſtars in the ſky. That heavenly 


fight was greatly heightened- by the additional 
illumination of Apollo, who had mounted his 
_ fiery ſteeds, and the ſun beamed molt brilliant 

Aud hailed one of the moſt auſpicious and ſplendid 
days that ever bleſſed our nation. Almoſt every 
reader knows that the proſped from the ramparts 


at Poriſmeuth to the iſle of Wight is one of the 
moſt delightful in the kingdom. The coronation | 


| being the general topic added not a little to curi- 
oſity and attraction for our Henry VIII. on that 
evening; and the play was highly approved by a 
kull audience. VCC 
1 muſt not omit before I quit Hampſhire to 


mention, that early in Auguſt 1761, Mr. Lee had 


hired a banditti ſet of actors to perform at Win- 
cheſter every Saturday fo? a few weeks, a camp 
being there, but far inferior to the incampment | 
before deſcribed. the preceding year-; but I agreed 
on ſuch nights to accompany: Mrs, Lee, he paying 
the carriage for two days, the Saturday and 
day, and to have a clear benefit; which eogage- 
ment he punQually fulfilled, but we differect about 
ſome trifle and did not; part friends, Mr. Let 
pas very fond of teaching to act, with: which be 
amuſed himſelf from Saturday to Saturday with 
_ almoſt as thin a company as Gibbet's in the Beaux 
Stratagem— I am ſure it did not double it. The 


ſalaries the reader may be ſure were po, as Wir 
85 ch eſter with the- little camp could not afford great | 


expences 
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expences ſo as to procure Mr. Lee a living, and 
the additional charges of my going there with 
Mrs. Lee; yet Mr. Lee being known as an actor 
of merit, the officers were pleaſed and obliged to 
him for their Saturday's lounge, and made it a 
point to do all in their power to ſupport him.— 
Mr. Lee would not lead off the firſt play be- 
lieve he was really afraid, his ſpirits being daſhed, 
as whoſe would not; like Falſt if, who ſays, 4 
be not aſhamed of my ſoldiers, I am a ſouſed 
The firſt play was on Saturday, Auguſt 8, 1761. 
There was not any thing appeared to Lee to be ſo 
practicable as my doing the parts in the Minor, 
ſo the Minor was fixed on without any other en- 
tertainment whatever; and it was acted from ne- 
ceſſity in a very mutilated ſtate, as it was impoſſi- 
ble the people Mr. Lee had ſo ſuddenly and with 
difficulty collected could be perfect in the imerme- 


diate ſcenes where I. was not concerned: HoW . 


ever a very genteel houſe appeared of Mr. Lee's 
patrons, and I was well received as their old fa- 
| vourite acquaintance, having been there a whole 


campaign the year before with the Bath com- 


pany ; ſo from confideration to Mr. Lee and my- 
ſelf, they went away in perfe& good humour, pro- 
feſſed themſelves: pleaſed and ſatisfied with their 
hort emen ] öͤ ; . 
Auguſt 1, we acted the Fair Penitent: Mr. 


Lee had amuſed: himſelf with drilling his troops, | | 3 


and the play had one great claim to being well 
received, as it was very perfect. Lothario, Mr. 
Lee; Horatio, Mr. Wilkinſon ; Lavinia, Mrs. 
Burden, who had acted Charlotte in Love A-la- 

!. k WT OO 
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Mode at Covent-Garden, and the lady I have ſo 


often mentioned as the infernal limb ; Caliſta by 
Mrs. Lee. The farce was Lethe—The Old Man 


and Lord Chalkſtone, Mr. Wilkinſon 3 French- 


man, Mr. Lee. 


Auguſt 22, Jane Shore. Shore Mr. Lee ; Ha. 
ſtings, Mr. Wilkinſon: — With a ſcene from Taſte 


as the entertainment; Lady Pentweazle, Mr. 
JJ! 8 


Auguſt 29, The Way to Keep Him. Love- 


more Mr. Lee; Bucks have at ye All, Mr. Wil. 


kinſon: With the farce of the Author: Mr. Cad- | 


wallader, Mr. Wilkinſon. 
September 5, (By defire of Lady Harriet Con- 


yer? The Provoked Wife: Sir John Brute, Mr. 
and for the farce Mr. Wilkinſon will give 


„ 


September 12, (my laſt night) Romeo and ju - 
let: Romeo, Mr. Wilkinſon ; Mercutio, Mr. 
Lee. With Bucks have at ye All, and the ſa- 
Mac Sarcaſm from 
Love A- la- Mode - to a very noble audience, which | 


vourite ſcene of Sir Archy 


may be eafily accounted for, not only as a reward 
for the trouble I had undergone of performing, 


added to the journies, but from my eſtabliſhed * 


acquaintance with the gentlemen of the army, as 
well as with the particular inhabitants of. Win- 
cheſter the preceding year. Aſter the hard duty 


I had ſuſtained of marchi ng and counter-marching 7? 


from ſtage to ſtage, and the buſineſs - univerſally 
heavy on me at Portſmouth. garriſon, no wonder 
if I wiſhed to indulge a few weeks autumn repoſe, 
with that belt good phyſician my mother, who 


was certainly not only my trueſt but moſt agree | 
e ee e able 


— 


— 2 — 2 W _ CINQO 


ar WII K INS ON. 199 


able friend. After a few days reft I viſited my 
old maſter Mr. Rich, who had ſome weeks be- 
fore ordered Mr. Ballard the treaſurer to write 
me a letter of invitation, and that I was ex- 
pected by his manager to be in London' 18 5 
20th of September, the opening time of the Lon- 


to be ready in the character of Bayes, and to ſign 
an article for three years, benefits included in the 


propoſal. My engagement with Mr. Arthur, 


rendered a compliance (with honour or any degree 
of honeſty) impoſſible. My non-attendance much 
offended Mr. Rich, as he thought (and very juſtly) 
he had made me a very genteel and comfortable. 
offer ; but after I had two or three times attended 
his morning levees, we became as good friends 
as ever. He even condeſcended to requeſt a favour, 
which was, that I would make my firſt appear- 
ance in a farce, which he told me ſecretly in con- 
fidence, was of his own writing; and I have reafori 
to believe it was, and that it will not be eagerly 
contradicted or claimed on account of its be- 
queathed honours to poſterity. It was called the 
Spirit of Contradiction. He faid, if I would but 
act the part of the Gardener from his larning, it 
would make my fortune, provided I would im- 
plicitly yield to his inſtructions- I had by that 
time grown ſo familiarized to Mr. Rich's oddities, 
that I unfeignedly held him in great regard and 
eſteem, and in the true ſenſe of the word, believe he 


was a worthy and reſpectable gentleman; for tho? | 


| well remembered he pronounced a very unfavour- 
able opinion of me ſome years before when I was 

really diſtreſſed, yet in our after ſerious acquaint- - 
"FR RE es © anos > Mee + 
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ance I often experienced many aQs of kindneſz, 
good wiſhes, and cordiality, which fully made me 
amends, and my former ſeeming ill luck bad made 
me often read the book called Experience. Too 
often neglected in all ſtages of life, for the pre- 
vention of errors which lead to misfortunes. 
When I ſpoke of the Gardener for Mr. Shuter 
(who was the Edwin of the time) inſtead of my- 
ſelf, he took his ſnuff, ſtroaked his cat, and 
ſaid, „If I give it Muſter Shuttleworth he will 
not let me. teach him, and he. is ſo idle: I 
want it perfect Muſten W illiamſein; but 1 will 
larn you Mufter, if you will play the part from! 
my tpition. _ e OY TORT 
Me were one noon, hard at work with the part! 
of the Gardener, when Mr. Younger the prompter | 
_ abruptly came into the room on urgent and imme» 
_ diate ſtage ftate-affairs. Rich perceiving. bim, 
turned haſtily about, and in a rage ſaid,. “Get 
away Muſter Youngmore, I am teaching Au, 
Whittington to ad. If queſtioned why I have | 
ſpoken of Mr. Rich ſo reſpeQtully, yet draw ſuch 
a caricature? I anſwer, my obligations to him 
at firſt were not thoſe of a good kind, that Na- 
tered my opinion, by having notions ſuperior 
to prejudice, and as a true drawing of character, 
without giving tints of theſe oddities, ſtrangem 
would babe no true notion of Mr, Rich's real 
manner and perſonal oddities: And I wih 
every writer, good or bad, never dealt in more 
fatire or intention of doing harm than my in- 
ſignifieant ſelf, Indeed. Mr. Rich's peenhanitics | 
' are not here obſerved as a novelty, for his belt | 
friends then, and thoſe who now remain, o__ 
| | | * „ WER DU 
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jut ſay the relation is not more whimſical than 
true. 
When I had ae fix da 's leſſons, hg. 
1 the Gardener line by line, and to the 
beſt my ear could conduct me, Mr. Rich ſaid, 
« No engagement with his ſarning me, unleſs 
confirmed by an article ſigned for three years.” 


Now I had been ſo weary of Mr. Garrick's 35 


ranny, and above all loved to ramble, and was fo 
habituated to get money and be my own maſter, 
that I could not by any means reliſh the leaſt idea 
of bondage; for being at liberty (excluſive of = 
profit) ſeemed doubly pleaſant and alluring. 

in ſhort, after a pauſe, with heſitation, and Pos 
could not gulp down an article, I frankly tolc 
him my diſpoſition ; 3 but that I was rptwithſtand- 


ing at his command, on his proffered terms for 


ten weeks only; whereat my old maſter grew 


angry, I turned ſullen, and our interview con- 


cluded as follows :— 

Mr. Rich. So you will not fign your article 

Muſter Williamſtin, and let me larn you? 
Mr. Wilkinſon. No, Sir—Articles may w. 


repented on both ſides, and I would rather agree 


for a ſhorter term, and N if mutually agrec= 
able. 
Mr. Rich. Why kleb Muter F illiamſtin, 
what will you do? for Mufter Griſtin (Mr. Gar- 
rick) told me in the ſummer he would never en- 


gage you again ; you have offended him 44 1 


and he will never forgive you; and Hafer Wil- 


liamſtin, you did not attend . theatre when 


ſummoned, and 1 9 made you a liberal 


offer, 
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offer, but endeavoured to be the making of you by 
larning you to at, . 1 
Mr. Wilkinſon. My good Sir, I am truly | 
, . obliged to you for your offers; but mult repeat, 
I do not reliſh: a confined engagement — Rather 
than be under an article for three years, I would 
prefer rambling for ſix; therefore, good Sir, with 
my ſincere thanks and wiſhes, unleſs you will 
agree for ten weeks, I mean to ſet ſail in- a few. | 
ä, y nes Gt: 
His aſtoniſhment and anſwer I ſhall never for- 
get, though his prophecy was not in reſpe& to 
myſelf verified, yet I have reaſon to fear ſonic ad- 
venturers poſſeſſed of too much faith in promiſes, 
woefully experienced real diſappointmentt. 
Mr. Rich Iſternly.] Muſier M illiamſtin, Ill 
tell you wet will be the conſequence of your 
headſtrong ignorance ; you will go over to Dub- | 
lin, and engage with the tall man, Muſter Bor- 
lymore, he will promiſe you a large ſalary, of 
which you will not receive a ſecond guinea ; for 
that Muſter Barlymore: can wheedle a bird from 
the tree, and ſqueeze it to death in his hand". 
Muſter Williamſkin, here is five guineas a8 4 
ticket for your Iriſh benefit, that you may be ſure. | 
of ſomething, I wiſh you a good journey—your 
| ſervant. He left the room in à pet, and the 
five guineas in my hand; and though I was 
no lawyer, I was not ſo ignorant as not to te- 
= tain the fee, and that was my laſt viſit and con- 
|  . verſation with the really good Mr. Rich. He 


This was a ſevere caricature of Barry, but ſhrewd and too 
dear a reſemblance, © e 


died 
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died ſoon after, during the run of his fplendid” 
doronatin ?: . HR hnes OTE HR. 
The day before the fracas happened, I had re- 
ceived a letter of preſſing invitation from Mr. 
Moſſop, then manager of Smock- Alley theatre in 
Dublin. That unexpected treaty could not have 
been brought about after Moſſop's declared aver- 
fon, had it not been for the willing interference 
of Counſellor Barrett. That gentleman had a 
trong partiality for Mr. Moſſop, as a friend and 
an actor; they had been bred T underſtood at 
college together, which laſting intimacy induced 
Mr. Barrett to be ever ready to contribute to- 
wards conciliation and acts of kindneſs ; for the 
which, I doubt he ſuffered very conſiderably (tho” 
willingly) by frequently encroaching on his own' 
ſubſtantial finances to the generoufly aſſiſting Moſ- 
ſop with material ſums at times when bewildered, 
and plunged in his fatal airy ſcheme of being an 
oppoling manager, which too frequently occa- 
honed various occurrences and diſaſters at different 
periods; for which generous benevolence, I fear 
the friendly hearted Counſellor never had a chance 
or poffibility of being reimburſed : however he 35 
vas afftuent, and did not want money, but the 
diſtreſſed actor unhappily did. I relate this from 
eonjectute only, never having been on a footing | 
of intimacy with Mr. Birrett to enable me ts 
vouch for its authenticity, though | infinitely. 
obliged to him in Ireland, in 1760, for many © 
eivilities which 1 am ever pleaſed to acknow= ' - 
ledge ; likewiſe his being inſtrumental to the 
once more in 1762: but that governor of reſt- 
e e „„ 
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leſs players was not by any means bleſſed with a | 
 tythe of Mr. Barry's pleaſing abilities as an actor, 

or generons qualities as A man or manager. Mr. 
Barry had certainly a moſt enchanting faſcination 
beyond the general loi of mankind ; as @ proof, jt | 
was ſeldom either credizor or enemy left Barry in 
an ill humour, however in other reſpects diflatiſ- 
fled or diſappointed, Mr. Moſſop was overloaded 
with a quantity of combyſtibles, conſiſting of 
pride, inſolence, arrogance and gall. I reviewed 
the difference as to the reſpe ctive managers; but 
Moſſop's offer claimed a priority of preference, as | 
being the farſt, and that offer was liberal, The | 
reader will think it ſtrange that Moſſop ſhould 
have any engagement with me after his declara- 
tions; but he judged (I ſuppoſe) it was better 
policy to keep ſuch a miſchievous monkey in bis 
own theatre, where he might play his tricks at | 
the expence of the enemy, than ſuffer pug to be 
at the oppoſite one, and be let looſe upon him- 
ſelf, He wrote me word I might depend on every 
| friendſhip in his power, to render his theatre 
0 agreeable; and infinuated, that after his ge. 
|! nerous preſentation he truſted ] would not deal ſo 
1 unlike a gentleman when I arrived in Dublin, 30 
to enter or liſten to any terms whatever as to en- 
gaging with Barry and Weodward, which Tal 
ſented to. On my arrival Mr. Maſſop and I ſoon 
1 ſettled all preliminaries, it was early in Janvary | 
8 and a few days after Chriftmas holidays, M) 
firſt appearance was in the play of the Miner, 
. (which two years before: had been damned 458 
farce): it would haye been hazardous 4 but Its 
being inſinuated and adyertiſed with a . 
e account 


ug 
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account of. the amazing run and- ſucceſs it had 
met with at all the three theatres in London, not 
omitting to mention conſiderable alterations, 
which by ſo doing obtained a verdiſt in fayour 
of ſceing and hearing it aQed. And as Mr. 
Foote has been mentioned to have obſerved the 
difference of weather, humours, and various 
accidents that make for and againſt to render it 
impoſſible to aecount for the uncertain Changes in 
theatrical events, ſo the Minor was acted to a2 
very fine houſe, received with univerſal applauſe, 
and continued to be performed twice a-week to 
good hanf e e en 
My imitation of Mrs. Bellamy (in Shift), with 
the Introduction, the Puppets, and a Moeck Bur- 
| letta Imitation, &. were of great ſervice. The 
Minor was well ſupported, as may be perceived if 
by the following caſt.—-I ated Mr. Foote's cha- 
raQers; the Minor, Mr. Jefferſon; Mr. Wealthy, - 
| Mr, Sowden 5 Sir William, Mr. Baddely'; Loa- 
der, Mr. Ryder: Lucy, Mrs. Kelf. In that 
theatre I met with my agreeable friend,” Mrs. 
Abington, in high eſtimat ion; ſhe did not ſee " 
her old friend Tate with a new face. Ste had i 
grown weary of being conneQed with 1 and 
Mrs, Dancer, as the latter could not- reliſh the | 
triumph of Miſs Notable, nor could Miſs Notable 
patiently. ſubmit to the inſolenee and affected ſu- 
periority of Mrs. Conqueſt. My agreeable ac- | 
quaintance Mrs. Kelf, now Mrs. Egerton, with | 
her mother and ſiſter, were at Moſſop's theatres | 
laugh very heartily on -recolleQing the many * If 
happy days, and - whimſical adventures whic 
bn, Et ___ ». occurred. 
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occurred that winter in dear Dublin. When- 
ever I remember the happineſs I there experienced, 
and the numerous obligations I received in that 
city, I: figh and languiſn for another peep, 
ere I depart to meet my many good friends of 
great Britain and Ireland which have gone before 
me, to that country from whoſe bourne no traveller | 
Mr. Moſſop and myſelf, for the firſt three | 
weeks, were on the moſt intimate footing. 1 
dined twice with him at Dr. Wilſon's apartments 
in Trinity College; he was a ſtaunch friend of 


and Woodward ; but that I dectined from 
For I prophetically judged it moſt likely that this 
ſudden apparent friendſhip would not be of very 


— 
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Moſſop's. (I believe the Smock- alley theatre was 


Dr. Wilſon's property.) Theſe dinners, I ſur- 
miſed, were intended to induce me, by their 


mutual rhetoric and perſuaſion, to attack Barry 


long duration, as I knew in his heart he hated me: 


ſo the foundation which I depended on his good 
will was very weak and frivolous; and when 
he wanted to be quit of me, I ſhould have ſhut 


Barry's doors againſt my ſweet ſelf. However 


I propoſed, over our claret, to take great pains | 
with Woodward's favourite character of the Bar- 


ber, and he might advertiſe my name for it 


in the manner of the original, which ſeemed 


to pleaſe Moſſop much; a plain proof how we 


_ reliſh ſatire againſt others, and how little we 
allow for it againſt ourſelves: It was imme- | 
diately brought forward. 


0 e he | 
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waited on the attractive Abington, and impor- 


zood naturedly complied with. She was at that 
ſuncture of time in her full bloom and prime of 


her day; and ſhe, I hope, will live like the French 


the age of ſeventy.” 


jealous Wife for my night, if ſne would favour, 
me with playing Mrs. 


great civilities, and I never received a favour in 
my life that I was not grateful for, and ever 
ready and proud to acknowledge. It was ſur- 


been in print two winters, and not brought for- 


We acted the Author three or fbur nights, and 
it was commanded by their Graces the 5 


that time the Lord Lieutenant. The Upholſterer 
was often repeated, and I was eſteemed fo very 


vond my exact repreſentation of Woodward in 


make out my twelve nights, with the repeating 
the ſucceſsful comedy of the Jealous Wife, in 
VVT which 


— 
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The next day after being with Mr. Moſſop; 1 


ted her aſſiſtance in Termagant, which ſhe. 


life: ſne has had her day Miſs Farren now has 


beauty Madam Ninon de l' Enclos, who capti- 
rated her ſon by ber charms when ſhe was at 


r hg SIPS. 
I told Mrs. Ahington I - ſhould - revive the 
akley, ſhe. conſented to. 


ſtudy it againſt the 22d bf February. Indeed 
ſhe, that winter, as well as in 1760, paid me 


piſing that ſo truly good a comedy ſhould have 
ward properly at either of the Dublin theatres. 


uke and 


Ducheſs of Northumberland; his Grace was at 


like Woodward in the part, by my having ſo 
exactly copied his manner and dreſs, that 1 do. 
not believe Colley Cibber's relation of his like- 
neſs of Dogget in Fondlewife was in truth be- 


the Barber. Lady Pentweazle alſo helped to Ph: F | 
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which Tacted Mr. Oakley. 1 That year, eatly 1 


and Moffop, had fixed on performing Othello 
on the ſame Monday, for their benefit play. 


| ſolicited his Grace the Duke of Northumberland, 
to command Moſſop's night, to which he gene- 


| a ceffation of hoſtilities between the two com- 
would poſtpone his night to the Tueſday, he 


ment, by which means the town would be kept 
in good humour, the particular friends of each 


ſhould (by ſuch attention and compliance from 


him in his favourite character of Othello, which 
always afforded him the higheſt ſatisfaction.— 


diſpleaſed that the critics (without a diviſion) 
_ declared opponents. On this remarkable occa 
ſion each houſe was equally thronged, though 
0 Crow-ftreet was capable of containing. more 


than $mock-alley 5 otherwiſe party zeal added 


«oy . 9 Ki 71 
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March 1762, both the tragedy candidates Barry 


Moſfop relying on his novelty, Barry on his long- 
eſtabliſhed reputation; the partiſans prepared for 
battle, bets ran high and furious as in the preſent! 
days for pugiliſm. Moſſop's holder of the ſtakes! 
was the Counteſs of Branden, heavy in' demea. 
nour, but alert in apprehenſion. Her ladyſhip 
rouſly aſſented; but wiſely eontrived to occaſion 
batants, by premifing to Barry, that provided he 
would alfo command that evening's entertain- 


reſt ſatisfied, ' and, his Grace alſo added, he! 
Mr. Barry) not be deprived the pleaſure of ſeeing 
Barry of courſe complied, and was not inwardly 
would have ſuch an immediate opportunity to 
compare notes on the ſkill and ſuperiority of the 


Barry's on the Tueſday was the greateſt receipt, 


-abun- 
dance 


to curioßty, raiſed auditors in ſuch ſuper 


% 


wo 
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ce as would have filled Drury-Lane and 
ly in Covent Garden theatres. As to victory, Barry's - 
Barry Othelo was ſo meritorious as to make Moſfop's 
thells} newed at a diftance only 3 he was a8 much | 
play. bperior in the valiant Moor, as Moſſop would 
long WY ive been to Barry in Richard or Zanga, I ſat 

ed for be evening of Moſſop's benefit in an upper hox, 
reſent I vbere 2 lady, who ſat next me, exclaimed on 
Rakes . Moſſop's firſt appearance, with an archneſs.and 
emea. WY humour - peculiar to that nation, O! faith 
dyſhip e Mofſop has got twe eyes in his belly?” This 
x pt; ſhrewd remark was occafioned by his wearing 
gene. WM heavy emboſſed ſhape, (fit for Brutus or Cato) 
caſion WW: dragon's face on the brraſt, with two large 
com- racing red ſtones for the eyes, his face and wig 
ed he being black, conveyed exactly what the lady had 
y, he Wo ironically - expreſſed. + Mr. Barry, though 
rtain- WJ naſterly that night of controverſy, had frequently 
e kept I bewn himſelf to more advantage, merely owing 
f each to his then taking too great pains in his favourite 
d, he nd much eſteemed part; which proves, that 
from ¶ lack) accidents fortunately combined with nature 
ſeeing will perchance ſtrike out more beauties for an 
which WI #tit than all the moſt determined force of 
oe pcmeduations |: 4 eff 
ward BY Mr. Moſſop that year had an Italian opera 
viſton) Wl company, which was of infinite ſervice to him, 
ity to Wl but aſtoniſhingly hurt his own conſequence: for 
of the hat with parties and other diverſions of routs, 
occa - ademblies, concerts, &c. with which Dublia in 
hough Wl the winter abounds, and oppoſed by the forces of _ 
ceipt, Wl Woodward and Barry (for they ill maintained 
more their faſhion and good report) the great box 
added Wl "'ghts were chiefly confined to thoſe of 11 bur- 

25 / Lf ds  Tog.. 
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lettas. That agreeable ſinger and aQreſs "IM 
De Amici was the principal, and was - almoſt 
adored ; ſhe: after that greatly ſucceeded at the 
* houſe 1 in een as * firſt Op woman 

Rer.. 832 ö 

'T heſe talian comic operas * were ol the rage, 

. and* were ſupported at the following prices :— 
boxes, pit, and lettices, 58. '5d.—middle gallery, 
28. 2d. —upper gallery, 18. 1d. Dublin was then 
torn to pieces by the perpetual application for one 
theatre or the other; it was reduced quite to a 
party matter. The Counteſs of Brandon would 
not be ſeen at Crow- ſtreet upon any account, but 

attended conſtantly at her dear Moſſop's. Barry, 
I believe had at leaſt converted the ladies two to 
one in his favour, | Barry's making love, when 
on the ſtage, left tender impteſſions z; but yet this 
play-begging ; at laſt grew troubleſome, and ended 
with fatal eircumſtances, of which an exad 
account has before been given. 

Moſſop, when he had a good houſe, Inflved of | 
endeavourin to extricate himſelf in any degree 
from his muſtiplicity of difficulties, grew deſpe- 

rate, and "inflend of paying either his tradeſmen 
or performers, flew to the gay circles, where he | 
was gladly admitted; and in order to mend his | 
broken fortune by the chance of a die or the turn 
up of a card, of which I believe he was ignorant, | 
and unacquainted with the neceſſary arts to ſuc- | 
ceed. He has often left the theatre with a hun- 
_ dred guineas in his pocket, and returned home 
with an aching head and heart; but his guineas, 
with debts of honour, were all left behind. The 
en of Brandon ſerved him es it is 9 ; 
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but often the money ſhe oceefiened being aid 
a the theatre returned to her on coffers. This 
vas the univerſal opinion of Dublin, and is all 
I can allege in that caſe as to its authenticity; 
and, as to Moſſop's poverty, there needs no 
evidence for that unfortunate reality. 
This conduct, and a train of evils attendant 
thereon, ſoon preyed upon his health, involved 
his talents with himſelf, and gave bitter ſours to 
that temper which was, in its natural: ſource, 
far from being one of the beſt. An inſtance of 
the poverty his performers were reduced to in 
754 I will, with permiſſion, relate. 
The Diftreſfed Mother was to be added 
Oreſtes, Mr. Moſſop; Andromache, by Mrs. 
Burden (whom I have ſo often mentioned.) — 
The ſalaries had not been paid for ſeveral weeks, 
and ſhe was in true character as the diſtreſſed 
woman, With infinite difficulty ſhe forced acceſs 
to the General Moſſop; for it was hard to ac- 
compliſh admittance on account of many in- 
convenient reaſons, unleſs on a Sunday, and on 
that grand levee day performers and tradeſmen 
were too menial to be admitted. But with the 
force of a heroine, who dauntleſs ſurmounts all 


into the © inmoſt receſs of his priſon houſe,” . 


determined to preſerve character — for at the awful 
voice of Moſſop ſhe, Andromache-like, was proſ- 


forth in tragic. tones, Ol Sir, for God's fake 
aſſiſt me, I have not bread to eat, 1 am aQually 5 
wien * ſhall be turned out into o the ſtreets.” 


"09" 


« * d 


barriers and tyrants at will, ſo Mrs. Burden burſt Ke 


and when arrived at the royal hall, ſhe' was as 


rate at the feet of her royal maſter, and uttered 
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pounds per week, ve- man 
Mr. Burden. True Sir: But I have been in 
Dublin fix months, and in all that time have only | 
received fix pounds: —1 call every Saturday at the 
office for my falary—but no money, is the an- 
ſwer: beſides, Sir, your credit and your hondur 
is at ſtake; how can I play Andromache, the 
Trojan Queen, without black ſatin ſhoes? | 
Mofſep. Woman, begone | I infiſt on your: 
having black ſatin ſhoes for Androm-a-che,. And, 
wo-man, if you dare alk me for money again, [ 
will forfeit you ten pounds, wo-—mAan.—9$o 
ended that real tragical ſcene of penury and 
My benefit that year, Feb. 22, 1762, was a 
uſwal, very great indeed, it could not be better. 
My play (as be fore related) was the Jealous Wife. 
—Oakley (with a prologue of Garrick's) Mr, 
Wilkinſon z Major Oakley, Mr. Baddely ; Lord: 
Trinket, Mr. Jefferſon 5 Charles, Mr. Reed; 


Ruſſet, Mr. Heaphy; Sir Harry, Mr. Ryder; 


Capt. O'Cutter, - Mr. Sparks: —Lady Freelove, 
Miſs Kennedy; Harriet, Miſs Macartney ; Mrs 
Oakley, Mrs. Abington: With Tea, Backs 
3 at ye All, and the farce of the Country! 
My engagement with Moſſop being expired, | 
intended ſoon leaving my old favourite ipot, 
Which was now become a home; but was detained 
by Mrs. Abington's requeſting I would ſtay and 
aſſiſt ber in a ſcene of fun and humour for ber 
benefit. night, which ſhe had complied with at 
the requelt of her really good —_ Lord 

„ Ss 0d | e Miltown. 


* 
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Miltorn. A1 Abington had often entertained 
ſeveral: genteel parties with fome-drolt ſtorĩes of a 
good gentlewoman ſhe named Mrs. Fus. I had 
been an parties with Lord Miltown and Lord 
Caanbraſſil, when in high ſpirits and good humour, 

and had divested! myſelf and the company with 
ſtories and: aneedotes of my drar fuvoure od 

lady, Mrs. White, of ho the reader muſt by 
this tine bave formed ſome idea, by referring 

back to what L have before related of my cues 
old gentlewoman's: mes. 
Mrs. Abington had: promifed Lord: Miltown 
ſhe would-produce herſelf as Mrs. Fuz, and ſhe 
would: prevail on her friend Wilkinſon + to- do the 


information: his Lordſhip made known to all the 
families of diſtinction in Dublin: but the peer 
did not reflect, that thoſe ſtories told by myſelf 
or Mrs. Abington, over the convivial table gave 

a kind of explanatory key to the ſtrange charac- 
ters; and Sir Francis Delaval and Me. Foote 

knew the mother and the daughters, as well as 
myſelf; but on a ſtage where few of the audience 
vere. acquainted either with the character that 
Mrs. Abington or I repreſented, the joke was as 
difficult to find out as Mr. Bayess laughing 
nolently. at kis own Prince Volfcius, where the 

poke lay in the boots. Her play was Rule a Wiſe 
—Leon, Mr. Moſfop; Copper Captain, Mr. 
Brown :— Eſtifania, Mrs. Abington. Between the 
play and farce, an interlude called Mrs. Jenkins 
and Mrs. Fuz. Mrs. Jenkins, Mr. Wilkinſon's 
Mrs. Fuz, Mrs. Abington. Before the night 
AH e, 6e : ohen emen ourſelves with ex» - 


tempore 


ame, as Mrs. Jenkins (alias Mrs. White); which : 


* / 


- #4 - {MM EaOnRs OT 
tempore rehearſals, and conceived ourſelves eaſy 
perfect, and entertaining. Mrs. Jenkins wal 
dreſſed before the play concluded. Mrs. Abing 
ton, after an epilogue of ſhrewd turn, and ſpokſ E 
with great point, retired to dreſs as Mrs. Fuz Can 
dur dreſs: had been before well conſidered. It 
was à crowded houſe; part of the pit laid inte 
the boxes. Mrs. Abington had ordered an ex 
cellent ſupper, ſuperbly lighted, &c. and hat 
Vrote a little introductory dialogue ſcene in thy 
ſtreet between two gentlemen, giving a deſeriptio 
of a party they were that night invited to, anc 
where two extraordinary characters were aſked 
for the entertainment of the lady's gueſts, at 
wiuhoſe houſe the rendezvous was appointed; but 
: each perſon was enjoined to lay their fingers o- Th. 
8 their lips, and not to: laugh on 'A 7 accounts 
whatever, but to pay every mark of attention ace. 
and approbation, in order that the two ladies d ju 
might with more unlimited freedom diſplay theirMberlel! 
different abſurdities. After the dialogue waer labbe 
finiſhed, the ſcene was drawn up, and diſcovered huliet, 
ſeveral well · dreſſed ladies and gentlemen ate 
ſupper: - Miſs Ambroſe was fitting at my elbow e enkit 
as the daughter of Mrs. Jenkins, who intended ware 
bringing her on the ſtage: Mrs. Fuz was ſeated host ne 

- at one J. corner of a long ſupper table, and ut, 
was at the other: Mrs. Kelf was at the head as began 
lady of the ceremonies, which was the only goodnger 
part, for there were the ſervants with wine, and end g 
ſhe diſplayed” on the occaſion her being miſtteſs tot d 

of a good knife and fork. On being diſcovered, b the 
and looking ſcornfully at each other, our woher it 
figures had for jome'time a fine effect; loud fed e 
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; eaſy laughter ſucceeded, © and from theſe great 

15 wal upectations were formed. © ; e RY h | 
Abing e Mrs. Fuz then deſired Mrs. Jenkins to/begin— = 
po rs. Jenkins deſired Mrs. Fuz would do the ſame 


and we found ourſelves in an aukward ſituation: 
bit after a few efforts the two ladies entered into 


. 


d int hobbling ſhort * converſation, which was re- 

an exWicived very well, from the eager — 2 that 

d bad mething better would follow, for the audience 
in the ere all eyes and ears; but we foon flagged: 
riptionWirs. Fuz aſked for a glaſs of wine=ſays Mrs. 

0, anenkins, % my fond and 1 will have'a'glaſs 
aſkeꝗ wind too. Them Mrs. Fuz ſaid, when ſne 
ſts, als firſt married her two breafte/es were fo large, a; 
d; bu do might have carried a plate of ſalt upon them: 

rers on- That did not do, and the Abington began to 
ccountMc! it a ſervice of danger, perplexity, and. diſ- 

tention race. Mrs. Jenkins called to her daughter to 

ladies Juliet, and obſerve her manner, and to ſtick - 

y theiſßgherſelk upon the ſtage as if ſhe was chilled and 


e wa labbed throfout ; But as ſhe kneeled down to act 
WJ ulict, the ſtrange old lady, Mrs, Fuz, got up, 


r elbowWcnkins to the mercy of the audience; I was well 
tendedſh ware of what might be expected, and therefore 
ſeatedſhoſt no time, but aroſe and ran after her, crying 
and ut, Mrs. Fuz! Mrs. Fuz!”—The' audience 


iead a5Wc22n to ſmoke the joke, and by their tokens of 
y goodWnecr gave the neceſſary hint to the ſtaring ladies 
e, andiind gentlemen on the ſtage, that a retreat would 
niſtreſs Who de imprudent if they regarded their ſafety; 


Qvered, 
Ir two 
ud fits 


bol 


o they ran away alſo, which cauſed a laugh; 
bor it was evident when” Mrs. Abington and 1 
tad cloped, they were ignorant what to do, not 


* ? 


nve her a kick, ran away, and abandoned Mrs, 
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8 knowing but that we meant to return, for th 


abruptly as we made it, but expected us 10 


but will laugh at it as I do; though it was truly 
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in favout of the promiſed ſcene, that it had been 
the canvenſation.ofi the preceding week. - | | 
When the curtain dropped,, which was with 
loud, marke of cenſure, the ladies univerſally 
atoſe, and, by way of joke, laughed and courtc- 
fied to each other, ſaying. Vour ſervant, Mrs. 
Jenkins; your ſervant, Mrs. Fuz l! —which I 
dare ſay vexed his Lordſhip much, not only for 


— 


but more ſo, as any failure of Mrs. Abington's 
was mortifying! to him; for he was chen; and! 
am told is now a maſt violently attached and true 
patron and well- wiſher of hers. Mes. Abington, | 
in her epilogue after Eſtifania, had ſpoke ſome 


- 1 


who, to ſpeak truth, deſerved it at her hands: 
they were very. ſevere, and her being ſo great a 
favourite, and delivering them maſt excellently 


England, and was the occaſion. of an intimacy | 
between him and me; as till then it had. ſo hap· 
pened that I had never met wich, ſpoke toy 0f | 


%. 


were only deſired to ſtay on till we finiſhed, which! 
the; performers: could not conceive would be ſo 


come: back. and make a. concluſion, to our cha- 
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aukward at the time, and it really drew Lord 


Mikawn into diſgrace, for he had ſaid ſo much 


his own and the diſappointment. of the audience, 


lines very ſarcaſtically aimed at Mr. Woodward; 


in Woodward's manner, ſtung him to the quick. 
Indeed he was ſo much irritatod by her arch ex- 
hibition, that it put a ſtop to my intended (ail for 


hardy 
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hardly ſeen Mr. Woodward, but in his profeſſion 
on the ſtage. He directed my old acquaintance, 
Joſeph Auſtin, to call on me, with an invitation 
to ſupper, tha Sunday night following my great 
performance, united with Mrs. Abington's, which 
could not refuſe, as I had an impulſe, I may 
add, to be acquainted with a gentleman of ſuch. 
character a π nrlg⁴, innit 20544 „ 
Mr. Auſtin introduced me on the Sunday even- 
ings and ſuppoſing ſeorets of ſtate were not to be di- 
vulged, left us to! a roaſt fowl- and mince-pies, 
with the help of two bott les of olatet to grow wiſe 
and intimate; for with an Engliſnman the ſecond 
bottle is ablolutely neceſſary for thoſe. purpoſes, 
though I know by long experience not ſo ſalutary 
compliment of ſay ing he wiſhed to be on a foot 
ing of intimacy ; hoped I would become his re! 
friendly Acquaintance, a nd make his table my 
own while I remained in Dublin, when at leiſure 
or not particularly engaged; and further ſaid, at 
that time he kept not any company, for the 
manner of living. in Dublin was too free—— 
Mrs, Wogdward was on her dying bed, and a 
friend in that ſituation would be his only comfort, 
pleaſure, and ſat isfaction, to paſs away a dreary! 
From that night we formed an acquaintance, 
and a he Offer ed me twenty guineas tor playin 1 ; 
four nights; and a clear one for my benefit. 1 1285 
urged with truth that I featred a ſecond benefit 
would fail, eſpecially as I had been honoured | 
with ſo many great ones, and that my friends irxrx/ 
Voß ll rode particylar _ 
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particular! would not like it, (which was really 
the eaſe). Woodward urged in palliation, that 
was his reaſon for offering me twenty guineas, 
and he would not adviſe me to treuble or think 
of my friends attendance, ſo lately called on, 
but inform them I did not expect their appearance 
again on that occaſion: and added, as you are on 
the ſpot you had better continue five or ſix weeks; 
and if the receipt is but indifferent, it will be 
taking ſo much without trouble: This ſeemed 
feafible—I liked Dublin and as it ſuited my in- 
clination, and was practicable? I conſented; and 
Is believe we had à third bottle as a figning the 
contract. Woodward, I muſt obſerve, Was a 
ſober man to à degree, not fond of parties, but 
liked to chat with a friend; and over a bottle he 
would often ſtreteh a point. I was enliſted once 
more in the ſame regiment with Joſeph Auſtin — 

The firſt night I played (there was- a very fine 
houſe) Kitely, in Every Man in his Humour; 
which character, from ſome cauſe or another, 
had been wanting from the two ſeaſons of Moſſop's 
departure; Bobadil, by the any Bobadil of pre- 
ſent memory, Mr. Woodward; and with Byck 
in the Engliſhman returned from Paris, &c. 
made out the four nights, but not within the time 
I was engaged: As his wife's death kept him 
ſome weeks off the ſtage, and greatly retarded 
my intended expedition, and by that ſerious in- 

tervention drove my benefit till the'25th of May. 
The play was the Tender Huſband 3 er; the Ac- 
compliſhed Fools: — Numps, Mr. Woodward; 
Sir Harry Gubbin, Mr. Wilkinſon; Captain 
Clerimont, Mr. Dexter; Biddy Tipkin, Mrs. 
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Dancer W ith a paltry p jece of ſtuff IE ned 
The Auction; wherein 1 — the Auctioneer: 
My friend Joſeph, always ready to aft, acted a 
part called Lady Toothleſs n which interlude 

we gave a ſpecimen of the French Harlequin 
Comedy, with what wit Maſter Tate and Maſter 
Joſeph could beſto on their pod natured 
audience, not much to our credit; but we 
eſeaped to the full as well as Mrs. Jenkins and 
Mrs. Fuz.— The Faroe was Thomas” and Salljß: 
| ated: Dorcas as an Italian, and really with good 
reception and ſueceſs; my broken Engliſh and 
imitation” of foreign manners were ſo preſerved” 
within proper bounds, as I may pronounce of 
myſelf was tolerable, and at the finiſn ſpoke 
the exact words, and in the manner of Sig- 
nora De Amice, the greatly followed: Italian 
ſinger of that feaſon 'at''Smock-Alle Wee : 
which had a catch of 1 8 weve and k 
approbat io. 1. 5 
« Me am forry/ mes am vrtemthy N me 
cannot ſpeak better Englis : Me return my 
ſincere tanks for dis grat 'a favor: - Me vould 
viſn bettar, much bettar vords to expreſs my gra- 
titude.? ? 5e D197 T7911 n An n 51 7 
The evening finiſned with great laughter, but = 
the ſum totab I teceĩved Was only 581. demie cds 
ſnillingze J moſt not forget a paftieufaf ceum⸗- 
ance Which happened chat very tight” at 2 
concluſion of the Tender Huſband; all had g 5 
on ſmoothly till the end. of che comedy, when alt. 
a ſudden even Woodward was planet ſtruck > 
not ont could proceed the au Hence hiſfed -'\ 
8 theiſfage' to me, and Yuthoris 
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tative chid me for not ſpeaking: the tag: 1 
ſaid. he was wrong, and difſclaimed;; any know. 
ledge of a line more in my part. I ſpoke to Mr. 

; Dexter Mr. Dexter. to Mrs. Dancer (nom Mrs, 
Crawford), and with diſgrace the curtain; dropped: | 
and after each perſon, looking on the other, like 
ſearching for one's knee - buckſe in a hurry, which WM 
at the ſame time is often where it ſhould be; ſo Mo 
ue, on inſpaction, found the laſt: ſpeech and tag me. 
belonged to Mr. Dexter, who was a very perfect vit 
actor in general. J But the ſame misfortune has wer 
been known in, London to have happened: for WI h. 
when it comes to the tag, as we call it, of a well - the 
known play, we at rehearſals, like careleſs people hoy 
at church, begin to move off before the blefling is Re 
pronpunced; and from that omiſſion in the twe 
morning it begets inattent ion, and we fall into at 
the pool of diſgrace at night: So when the book of 
was produced it told in glaring letters that Mt. lis 
Dexter was the defaulter. Now, ſays the reader, . © 
where was the prompter? Why, my good Sir, . 
or Madam, when players come to what we call a l 
ſtand-ſtill; they are then; dumb-foundered, ſtupid 
A nimals, ' and cannot. ſay ba. We are not always 
the wiſeſt of mankind, nor yet quite ſo ignorant 
and vulgat, as we ate ſometimes honoured by the 
ang, n -accidents will happen in 
the beſt. governed. milies. dip MES $7 51. | 
Another odd theatrical adventure happened at 
that very time: Mr. King, who was as great an 
eſtabliſhed favourite as Lever remember in Dub- 
lin, (not even Woodward. encepted) not having 
been in l ela nd. tam the: pia 1759 till — 1 
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1762s; Mr. Garrick: had given him leave chte or 
four weeks before Drury-Lance cloſed, hoping he 
would have obtained fine gleanings in the month 
of May, by viſiting, his Dublin friends and ad- 
mirers after an abſence of three years. Great ex- 
pectat ions were formed, yet the ait raction failed, 
and on his benefit in particular, Which was the 
Monday after mine; for an influenza had ſeized 
men, women, and children: I never was worſe 
vith an) llneſs than at that time. {Auſtin and 1 
were in the middle gallery- on his benefit night, 
when I do not believe there were twelve perſons 


there beſides, nor much more than 141. in the - 


houſe even though Mr. King played Bayes in the | 
Rehearſal, and had to change his dreſs between 
two or three of the acts, for he ſpoke Bucks have 
at ye All! and acted in Mr. Garrich's Interlude 
of the Farmer's Return from London, and had 
his abilities, aſſiſted by a very good company, 
wy may be ſeen in db bike ns here” ve c | 
ife. e X | 
| Mr. King” 5 grodifeaſs withe not be aner at this 
recital, for it is an inſtance of the power of faſnion, 
more or leſs, in every placet But when Mr. King, 
a few ſeaſons after; err; the people were not 
o unwitted ; for on his being advertiſed to appear 
in Lord Ogictiy,- zit was with the utmoſt difficulty 
a ſeat could be obtained, not only for bis firſt 
night; but ſeveral ſucceeding: ones; all ran in 
crowds to ſte their old favourite Tom King every 
ume he, performed, thought a Lore of . fer: of 
players to aſſiſt kim. 0 » . 
Dublin is remarkable ſor doing! and . | 
for tlie] actor, or nothing 5 and: if one particular 
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reſſed and eſteemed by every one, that they were 
not contented when his firſt engagement was 


they are apt to endanger the healths of their gueſts 


Wedneſday, Thurſdav, and Friday) and each 


| a ſeat to be had in any part of the theatre, and at 
ſeven o'clock he was on the ſtage receiving the 


2 Ns or | 


part by a performer happens to pleaſe their fancies 
and judgment, once a week to the end of the ſea- 
ſon it will fill the houſe. The winter 1788, 
in Novembet and December, he performed with 
as high ſpirits and more profit than on any 
preceding trip he ever made there; and was ſo ca- 


finiſned with the manager, and therefore he 
agreed for twelve nights more after Chriſtmas. 
which was equally beneficial with the firſt; and 
the Iriſh hoſpitality: was ſuch, that it is well he | 
got away with ſafety; for wherever they eſteem, | 


7 with acts of kind neſs. He then went to Scot- 
land and performed four nights at Glaſgov, 
(which run in regular progreſſion, Tuesday, 


night to an; overflowing; houſe. On the Satur- 
day he travelled forty-four miles from Glaſgow 
to Edinburgh, where at fix o'clock there was not 


warmeſt welcome from an audience, pleaſed to | 
ſee not only ſo excellent an actor, but a-gentle- | 
man Whoſe own natural good qualities were fu- | 
perior (or at-leaſt muſt be allowed equal) to his 
Abifities as the player GS 5 | 
Owing to the influenza having confined me for | 
ſome few days, and not baving any engagement 
confirmed either in Ireland or. England to call me | 
from Dublin, I did not depart, though my engage 
ment finiſhed on the'25th'of May. Waſhing for 
a little country air, I requeſted my rieten | 


s 
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with which Dublin is romantical 


metropolis, I accidentally caſt my eyes on the 


and between the play and farce Mr. Miltin ſon will 
give TEA: After which, Mr. Macklin's 


Mr. Woodward ſhould improperly advertiſe me 


ritories, and that done by ene or both without a 
line or meſſage. - T' felt-myſelf angry and hurt, 


Mr. Auſtin perſuaded me much not to abide by 


acted rather cavalierly, but judged: it much more 
adviſable to avoid offending my friends or the 


they meant to pay me ſome: compliment. To 
tentively liſtened, but obeyed jts dictates, went to 


jumbled performance at the playhouſe: when 


to dine. with * me at one ob theſe pleaſant villages . 
y and delig Be 
fully ſurrounded, At our return, on entering Pie : 


plaiſtered-up play-bill, and, to my infinite ſurpriſe, : 
read“ The Orphan: Caſtalio, Mr. Barry, '&c. 


Love 
A-la- Mode.“ I thought it very ſtrange, unpre- 

cedented, and rude behaviour, my nights being 
expired, and my time delayed, that Mr. Barry or 


for what I was not then prepared for at their. ter- 


and declared I would not attend the theatre, but 
that reſolution : He urged, that the managers had 
public, or even the managets; we might meet 
again: it was always better to be on terms with 


thoſe leaders in power; and he did not doubt but 


this friendly admonition and advice I not only at- 
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my lodgings, dreifed and prepared to give ſome 


there, I complained of the ill hehaviour, which the 
graces of Barry foon made eaſy, and prevented me 
from permitting rage to fire my boſom... When 

the Orphan finiſhed, and Barry Rad, as the un- 
happy huſband of Monimia, departed to the ima- 
wude ee $1 in a few minutes informed © 
a 1. 4 we Wannen ; 
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_ Carmichael the prompter, that I was ready to give 
the whole houſe Tea, though without cups and WI  / 
ſaucers ; but juſt when the curtain was drawing bye 
up, the ſaid Carmichael came in a violent hurry Wi 
and told me he came with peremptoty orders from 
Mr. Barry, that I muſt not on any pretext what- | 
ever attempt to proceed with, my part of the | 
entertainment for the evening, until the end 
of Love A-la-Mode, and that Me, Macklin 
inf 1 on that injundion being ;complicd 
win. F at As de iin IFERILS | 
Mr. Macklin was ever tenacious of his favourite 
offspring, and he. judged, I do conje cture, that 
any delay or laugh immediately after. the tragedy 
from the audience, might in ſome {mall degree 
take off the'reliſh. when Love A-lar Mole began. 
VVV 
with doing what he had not che leall right to com- 
mand or expect, I would, unſeſs J was then per- 
mitted to perform, inſtantly quit the theatre: To 
that declaration Barry. did. not pay much atten- 
tion; and as he was ever intimidated by Mr. 
Macklin, and tremblingly alive and fearful of his 
deſertion to Moſſop, the mortal opponent of Con- 
4 ſtreet citadel, of courſe neither my petition, nor re- 
monſtrance could prevail; andi, 8s obſtinate as 
either, not only left the royal army under the 
command of the maſter, revellers,. uf, instead of 
going home, retired to Me. Acheſon's, à private 
and worthy family in Trinity-lane, where I was! 
aſſured not any purſuers would. ever dream. el 
finding me; or indeed if they had, I ſhould.not 
have feinrn ed. 
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$ and Aster inquifing as to tt termination ut the 
awing renting at the play houſe; I'was infofmed that all 
hurry vent on ſmeethiy; the pieet reeeived the tribute 

s from i due to its merit, and Macktiny Barry, Woodward, I} 
bat. and Meffink. #' repetition of approbanion which - 
of the their teſpective merits had: ſo frequently obtained: 
e end Not one ef the three leading peiſbnages had —2 
acklin E thought on Wilkinſon; 'tior dio they ſuppoſe he = 
mplicd WY would be calted for; or if he Wis, thats flight | 
11+ Wl epology: tom the manager of Mr. Tatr's ae rh 
rouritc BN would fettle all matters amicabl p. 

bi that But the” event proved" muck to ine ton. 
ragedy ttary ; for when the farce finiſhed,” and the au- 
degrec WY dence were” jodged to be departing,” on peeping 
began. through the curtain a few“ inves after their 
Bart) BN {ppoſed ereunt omrier; they were all eſpied in 
0 £OM- Hl Gread array, and as regularly ſeated as they had 


en. pe- 
E To 
zatten⸗ 
dy. Mr, 
| of his 
* Crow-1 
nor re- 
nate as 


preparator y muſie giving the elevating ſound, nor 


murmur à violent clamour enſued, when ſpeedily 
Mr. Barry ſtepped forward and informed the large 
zſſemblage the whole matter r that Mr. W. it Was 


were baden eloped © however, that would not in the 
Read ef i (malleft degree paciſy them; they judge their 
n. ſights ing, and the heir Wee much impoſed 
1 me WW von, infiſted on my being ſent for, and ſaid they * 
cam a would ſit patiently'til-Fattended'and” fulfilſed my 


7 I . : - 4 
7 3 
„ * . 
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r . 
at 


duty—but all the meſſengers” ſearch was fruit leſs 


found me in my hiding: place, J ſhould not have 
returned to have endored tie wrathful W 


1 4 | Wy. N * 


been viewed the hour Grdde ding and of) neither | 


Mr. W. making bis er decke appearance, roma 
true had been there; but for What reaſonl Mel B. 


could not divine Mr. W. had as unexpectedly As 


and, indeed, had it deen otherwiſe, and they had ; 
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and diſgrace I certainly. had not deferved and muſt 
mined I would not venture my ſweet ſelf again it 
| their. field of battle that year of our Lord. O. 


upon poor. Tate, and the departing gueſts, on 
and all, pronounced great puniſhment on my de 


and declared to the manager they would not mil 


matter, with. various ill-natured and inereaſing a 


ling the other party to have been ever ſo wrong? 


deed it muſt, be granted, though, 1 was favour 
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have ſuffered, but, ſnail-like, would have pulled 
in my horns, and kept ſnug and ſecute within mf 
ſhell, For the manager certainly, (as I was not en- 
gaged then to bim) had not the right or the 
power to act as he did ; and I, ſore warned of thq 
diſpleaſure I had incurred, had prudently deter 


their patience being exhauſted, and Mr. Barry] 
aſſurance of the various means taken to tecove 
the Joſt ſheep, che whole blame fell (as was likely} 


voted head whenever, it next popped before them 


any opportunity to treat me with a diſh of their ti 
in Heu of my own. All this vexations, unluck 


ditions, the next day or two much perplexed an 
diſtreſſed me, the more ſo as I was not withont y 
ſitors, who in general condemned my conduct, at 
would yield to my being in the right, even adm 


For they obſerved, as my engagement was finill 
ed, I could effectually have prevented any futu 
miſtake of the kind; and even if what I intend 
10 preſent to the public had loft ſome trifling 2 
plauſe, or had not been reliſhed by the audiene 
it was not to be balanced againſt the almoſt ce 
-tainty of, offending many, if not all of thoſe 
v hom 1 had been ſo conſtantiy o liged z and 
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tion on the other hand have conſidered that Twas | 
not without numerous enemies many defervedly 
o WhO would aſſuredly rejoice: at ſuch an open 
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opportunity of relating it greatly to my diſadvan 


tage. Now, as to who Was moſf in the wrong, 
my different readers muſt determine . Notithat I 
eſcaped entirely without puniſnment, as in the 
year 1764 lexperieneed an unexpedted and him 
ical retaliation,” which will be truly related in its 
proper time and place in this ſalmagundi diſh of 
all ſorts: prepared by Mr. Garrick's exotic. The 
important ſubject very ſoon ceaſed, and was put a 
top to by the ſudden appearance of Mrs: Pritchard 
from London, who never had been in Ireland, 
and was engaged on large terms to perform a few 
nights with Mr. Barry: Her long eſtabliſhed fame, 
her excellent private character, and univerſally ac- 
inowledged worth, gave riſe to wonderful ex pec- 
ation. Notwithſtanding ſuch a combination of 


wod promiſe, and that ſhe made her firſt appear- 


ince in one af her favourite and beſt eſteemed 


jaricularlyY-ah accompliſhed beauty only en be 
ſearts at will, and, fike Bobadil, "calf twenty into — 


moſt afſared of victofy; ſhe with merit may a | 
g 


he field" of love, kilthem: twenty mort; kill 
dem too? nah more, in Ireland, a newgofn Ve- 
Is like Mrs. Sullen, may ſay, Ol a Hnctwe 


* 
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ſeience l ſhe may raiſe an army of twenty thou. 

ſand men!!! 
But I will leave the worthy ancient lady, Mn. 
; Pritebard, - and attend on myſelf 3+ who, after 
the late fracas at Crow Street Theatre, leſt the 
Srecians early in June 19623; and when at Che- 
ſter was induced to launge there about eight days, 
and formed an acquaintance with Mr. Daniel | 
Smith and Mrs. Smith, of the White Lion Inn: 
He was one of the moſt ſpirited; friendly, and en- 
tertaining characters | ever met with; hundreds 
are judges of the individual I am ſpeaking 'of,— | 
Like other men that have merit he had envious 
enemies, but they were ſo overbalanced by friends 
and great and deſerved ſucceſs, (hat ſuch oppoſers 
ee the Soma; line enn to him. 


NW % DT 3-526 4206 


w praiſe wax cenſure, — ag cance ren. 


He was, on my firſt intimacy, a rine of ke re 
of an intrepid manly diſpoſition, ſtrong and happy Wl th: 
in; health, attended with great livelineſa; not a 

| lg hace of. Cheſter, ; or mh oy but liked WM bo 
Dan Smith as a companion. To him I owe i 8 
veral acquaintances at Cheſter, whom I reſſed Wl tor 
on with pleaſure, as well as the many happy days en 

1 have had there, for Smith's houſe; was at-al WI th. 
times my home: not that 1 accepted his favours Wl pu 

5 Nun 4. Ne 12 * my intimates we m. 
Roger Wilberham, „ Mr. eee op 

' 2 2 Tench, Mr. Orme, &. I was ſo de, 10 
7 lighted with the elt civilities which Lexperiqnce ti 


from Mr. and- Mrs, Smith, that it wap aQuually 
_ bn eee I. could leave them: 


however! 


gays, 
Daniel 


Inn; ; 


ater. | 


ndreds 


vious 
riends 


oneret, 
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Westi bi muſk be adheredito, er a 
mutual promiſe of a continuance of friendſhip ſo 


 agreeably begun, I took my leave, and determined 


on going to Birmingham, where I had never been, 
and where my good friends, Mr. Hull and Mr. 
Vounger were a8 manügers for the ſummer 
ſcaſon.; I took a poſt⸗chaiſe, and on the ſecond 


day arrived — to dinner :- It was quite a ne 


ſeene to me. The company had adted three or 
four weeks, and I intended my viſit to Mt. Hull 
for ſeven or eight only. Miſs Morriſon, 
Mr. Moody, and ſeuetal performers from London, 
with whom I was well acquainted, were there: — 
they wiſhed for my continuance; provided I would 
accept the terms of the company, which was a 
ſhare and a benefit: to that I conſented : I was not 


engaged at any other place; and it was particit- : 


ww agreeable to my own inclindtion.” ©! | 
n the 29th of June, Alexander eee 


To which was added, The Minor.—I | performed 
the uſual characters ER 


The following paragraph Mr. Hull put to the 


bottom of the bill — — Tod 0% $41 : 4% 4? ti 7 BY 


„The company, in ood: to render their 
brmaheer d generally agreeable as poſſible, fave 


engaged Mr. Wilkinfon for the enſuing part of 


the ſeaſon; Who will occaſionally entertain the 


public with ſeveral characters in Mr. Foctes 


manner; and with various imitations of . 
operas; &. as they have been repeatedly ex 
hibitecd in Ty "WR" e E 
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My mother's letter to me at Birmingham, 
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.: *©,YOURS of yeſterday makes me extremely 
i c happy that vou feel na remaining effects 
cc from that violent night's :;overdoing your 
cc ſtrength; that you are in favour with the town, 
c and alſo that you are at this hot time free ſrom 
«5. hardy work in tragedy I am vaſtly delighted 
that you have the pleaſure of ſo ſine a country, 
e and. with ſuch a multiplicity of engagements 
ec with the people in high life: only, as vou 
L obſer ye, it is living too well, which 1 hope will 
he, carried off by ſine air! and your riding. If 
you go to Worceſter, very poſſibly you ma) 
de fee Mrs. Hutchinſon there, at Mr. Broomley's | 
ga man of fortune. If ſhe is not at the races, 
% and you have time, Whitley-Court, at Lord 
% Foley's, is but a few miles, which viſit would 
« reinſtate you in her favour. As you are ſo 
e near the ſpot called Tato Heaths it is very 
« right to think about what. inquiries are to be 
.«« made about it: then in the firſt piace your arc 
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%, take the advice of ſome perſons of good 

, charaQer, eminent in the law, whether your 
father did not, after his sonviction, forſeit all 
his rights to any thing he had from the Crown 
remember that was Mr. Sharpe's opinion; 
and if ſo. you;can have no claim: but if upon 
further inquiry you! ſhould; be better informed, 
e your right as from your father would be vet) 
e eaſy to prove at the Duchy-Office. It was the 
.** year forty when your father was at Warring- 
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« ton, and; all the papers I have relating to the 
* coals were ſigned by John Baily, who, if alive, 
* could inform you particularly where the coal - 


5 pits: Menn eienr t 4 den do o 


"ot How could you; be at a loſs to know whoſe 
kitchen I meant? her ladyſhip's: who I believe 


6 
q a 


is as much diſtreſſed to ſupport that; family as 


* ever I was in one far leſs. Lord Forbes has 


- 9 


been dangerouſſy ill; upon which news the 


Captain ſet. out: poſt for Dublin ; and whilſt 1 
was there yeſterday, letters came from him 
* and Mrs. Wilſon of his ſafe arrival. I moſt 

* fincerely- wiſh” them all happy, but returned 
home bleſſing God how much. more true eaſe, 
content, and ſatisfa ction I and my fon enjoys 
© for really, as far as I ean judge, you are now 
in a round of engagements of all the pleaſures 

« this world can give our way of life here ſo 
different, I do not know. how you will recon- 


* cile yourſelf to the- change. My deſires are 
contracted in à narrow ſphere—a mind in 
peace, with the decent neceſſaties of life. I 


* hope by your enlarged acquaintance you may 

© meet with thoſe who will prove real friends, 
and befof ſervice to you upon many occaſions, 

as your men of fortune carry weight, in every 
* health and ſpirits. will ever give the higheſt joy 
„to the nent kk . 


4 


' : - 3 ; #4 3 by * * N Lk: | 
__ 6 Your moſt affectionate mother, 


e G. WILKINSON.” 
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Medneſday the 25th of Auguſt, The Rehearſl 
—the firſt time I eber adted Baye. 
The company was ſummoned by Me. Yates to 
Preſton on account of the jubilee, whidlv is kept 

there with great feſtivity, and celebrated every 
twenty-one years : he had engaged ſeveral prin- 

eipal London performers. 1 returned back to 

Cheſter, being enger to ſee my friend Smith and 

family, and other new acquaintance at that place; 

but made my journey thither u pleaſant round, 
and took Preſton in my way: I met Mr. Sowden 
coming from Ireland on the road, and he turned 
back and went with me to the Jubilee, and then 
to ſtay with me a few days at Cheſter; At Preſton 
we fouttd very bad accommodations, very dear, 
very dirty, and much erowded. The proceſſion 
was tolerable, but not worth the trouble or ex- 
penee of a journey to ſee it; indeed 1 was very 
glad on the ſecond day to perſuade Mr. Sowden 
to quit Preſton for Cheſter, for at was all eon. 
fuſion and mire, except the main ſtreet, which 1 
recolle is ſpacious and handſome,” but it was 
the eroud and inconveniency that made us glad 
| «to depart 3 and we went from thence'to Liverpool, 
here J had never before been; and after one 
day view we \croffed in the Eaſt Ferry to 
: Cheſhire, 'where' we ordered # poſtcchaile, ' and 
got im good time to dinner at Cheſter! ©" ' | 
Mr. Sowden's intimacy with me began the} 
winter before at Mr. Life's thedtrs, where he 
was à füb-manager at that time. He was a ſen- 
fible ſhrewd bred man, looked on in general as 

"remarkably inſincere; not that IJ ever met with 

any thing from him in any reſpect, but the 4 
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poſite conduct 1::6hce went With him from 
Dublin to Wicklow, (a pleaſant ride) to receive 
ſome rents there: He was "oy entertaining, and 
a great epicure: He was poſſeſſed of an ample 
fortune, the conſequence of being a good eco- 
nomiſt, and well knowing how to ſend his money 
to great advantage; yet not without good ſecùrity : 
He made himſelf generally pleaſing, as he never 
contradicted any body, or-difliked any thing at 
anotber perſon's table, but always approved. If 

a gentleman had ſaid, “ Sowden, that cabbage- 
leaf thoſe ſtrawberries are on is a fine leaf? he 
would ha ve ſworn a loud oath, that the cabbage - 
leaf not only was a handſome cabbage- leaf, but, 
by Gods the handſomeſt cabbage-lcaf that ever 
grew.” Hoe was father to Mrs. Jackſon at Edin- 
durgh, _ 1:bcheve-ſht only came in for an in- 


Jackſon is the only competent and. proper judge; x 
and | fincerely hope my: ue may be qane | 
wrong for her fake. By 
From Cheſter I went to 1 where | had | 
not paid my dutiful reſpocts for ſeveral months, 
and there had à welcome not to be fuſpe ted. 
From thence, for à few nights, I paid a: en 5 
the eve of the peace being ty between France 
and England, to my! brandy company of the old 
theatre at Portſmouiha the Bath commander had 
kit that place for his regular winter quarters: 
ſhips of war were failing daily into the harbour 
to be paid off, 8 money was plenty, 
and the theatre well filled. I had not viſited my 


e behdes OE attained a ſupply of new 
| 5 _ cha racers. 1 


conliderable part of his fortune 3 but of that Mrs. 


friends for a full year, I was therefore u kind of | ; 
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charaQters. The 20th of October, 1762, I added 
Lear, alſo Bayes, &c. and finiſned with a crowded 
benefit and well-pleaſed theatre. I haye often 
wiſhed once more to walk thoſe ramparts, and 
take a retroſpect of my juvenile part of life, ſo 


frequently employed on that ſpot where I was 
then fo highly gratified with friends, pleaſure, 


and credit; whenever opportunity offers, 1 will 


indulge myſelf; for a few days with that trip. 


From Portſmouth I returned by the road through 
Saliſpury to Bath, where I expected without 
doubt an engagement; but there my vanity or 


my hopes, call it which you will, were fruſtrated 


as to the theatre. Mr. Arthur thought I aſked 
too much, and 1, that he offered too little; in 
conſequence thereof Mr. Simpſon of the great 


rooms obliged me with them to exhibit in; and 
actually I had, to a jumbled, ill conducted med. 


ley, at 3s. per ticket, not leſs than Gol. and! 


was at very little ex pence. Mr. Fleming leading 
gratis; in ſhort, the night was univerſally faſhion- 


able, and every body was willing to ſerve me, 
which cafily accounts for any ſucceſs of that kind 


however wonderful it may appear. It actually 


chad ſuch genetal ſanction, that the theatre was 


ſo deſerted as to be obliged to be diſmiſſed: for the 


want of an audience on that evening; an in- 


ſtance perhaps never before or ſince there, within! 


living memory. I had a ſecond. night on Thur 
 -day, Dec. 16, and very genteely attended, 35“. 
it was much better conducted and approved, and 
would have been more lucrative had my firl 
been more pr Oper ly conſider ed. q 4 30. ee” 
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From thence} I went to Briſtol, where I had 

never before been, and on © Tueſday, February 
it, I had a moſt brilliant and crowded audience, 
2 the. aſſembly room, in Princeſs-ſtreet. Mr. 
Fleming aſſi ſted me again as leader, and gave his 
Quaker's| Sermon on his vielin; for Which he 
vas much admired and applauded, and was truly 
a worthy man, and univerſally eſteemed; he was 
her to the Miſs Flemings now of Bath. 1 
teturned the compliment in a ſmall degree by once 
performing for his benefit at William Wiltfhire's 
rooms on the 28th November, 1764, at Bath; 
by aſſiſted me twice there, and twice at 

Briſtol. 8 j “„ 

| was much obliged to the ladies and gentlemen 
at Briſtol for their general patronage, and their 
kindneſfes ſhewn me on thoſe nights, as except 


ated 
owded 
often 
8, And 
life, ſo 
J was 
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briſtol, T did not know even the names of three 
people in that opulent city, my whole time there 
vas entirely conſined to Mr. and Mrs. Church. 
They behaved with great kindneſs to me, a 1 
was very ill under their care in a fever near three 
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a4 nol Þ 2550 6s wr voy Shen: bed at 
« Sin, a Ve 11 e i ee een 
ee / ß e 
As I have not had any letter from my ſon 
* fince | Wedneſday ſeinnight, that he was then 
ill, Jam under great anxiety of mind, con- 
* cluding he is 0g and if ſo beg you will let 
„no attendance or advice be wanting; and that 


is 3 
£ il 5 


© 


From 


— 
13 288 
1 4 - N 


— 


Mr. Church at the White Lion, Broad-ſtrect, 


r — ' oo W-2 
er Soo 


+. ]. beg you not to fail writing as to a mother 


On my recovery, from thence I returned by 


BI 5 arr bogs another new trip. Mr. Hurſt (whom 


lr. Banniſter, ſenr, was there, and took his fir 


2 %ſñe |; þ ACEWoTND. or: 


if the is not able to write, I beg the favour you! 
ec will be ſo good as ſend me a line by return off 
«« the poſt; for if my ſon is (as 1 greatly fear] 
4 ill, I will upon ybur anſwer ſet out for Briſtol. 


« whoſe carthly happineſs is placed in the life 
„and health of her only childs +} 
am, Sic, your moſt humble ſervant, 
j nennen 
osdon, Feb. gg . 1 
e Pleaſe to direct for me Half- moon: ſitett in 
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Bath to London, for a few days recreation, and 
then ſet eff on an invitation; I had received from 
Mr, Ivory, manager of the Norwich theatre; ſo 


1 had known in Ireland) was appointed the di. 
recting manager, and I believe was the occafton 
ol the offer. Mr. Hurſt I had oſten met in my 
adventuring (as Garrick termed: it) and his be- 
| haviour at Norwich was kind and attentive to 2 
degree both as to my profit, when my beneßt 
was to be fixed, and in every other particular. 
In return I really underwent infinite labour; for 
be worked me not as an horſe of blood, but as an} 
horſe for burthens; I even now fink. at the very 
thought of how I drudged and toiled in that! 
theatrical Norwich mine. 
On Monday, February 29, 1963, I played 
Othello; on Saturday, March 5, the Minor. 


ideas of mimicry from ſeeing me play thoſe part 
IEC Roti. £4 
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in the Minor, Cadwallader, and ether of Mr. 
Foote's pieces. My playing in the Minor drew 
repeated and increaſing good houſes.” This may 

zppear as a ſtretch; but Mr. Dodd was there, to 

whoſe ſervices Þ have been much obliped at Vork: 

he was a: reigning favourite at that time, and 1 
call on him to vouch, that though the city of 
Norwich is not the moſt theatrical town in the 
kingdom, yet that audienee to any piece that is 
yell received will bear a more repeated acting of 
u than any other town of the fize whatever. I 
think the Padlock was acted twenty-five nights 
the firſt ſeaſon; now, that to be accompliſhed 
from its produktion there with only four: plays, 
Jer but three in a week, I look upon to be equal 

to fifty times in London. Norwich ſeaſon was 

then f — monthe. I acted Bayes four Play nien 
progreffively— Saturday, March 12, Monday 74, 
Tueſday 15, and Thurſday 17. The 'Rehearfal/ 

was much liked, though not calculated for any” 
wdience'*to'pit, box, and gallery it” out of the” 
meridian of London, Dublin, Edinburgh, Bath, 
or Vork. Prince Volſcius was acted by Mr. 
Dodd, and the preſent clever Mr. Banniſter 
played the- grave ſententious Mr: Smith; the 
Gentleman Uſher, *Mr.' Weſton, who had hot 
then acted in London (and was not in any degtee 
of eminence as a comedian). I do not believes 
lake it for all in allz that Norwich ever had- a 
better company than that identical ſeaſen; Mr 
Chalmers was there as à comie actor, and I fear 
| ſpeak truth when I ſay, I'verily believe be was 
a greater favourite than Weſton; he was fathefß 

o Mr. Chalmers with me ut Tork ſome ſeaſons 

„ eee Ir ? Aa young- 


— 


1 


238 


1 | > | by £ TIFF 1 : * 928 
: Memoirs OF: 


_ a young man of merit and a very good harle- 


: 1 : 
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quin. 


- I will here mention that an adventure of mine, 


ale by: J, e in tex Meth roms 
relative to Mr. Chalmers the comedian, of Nor- 


wich, paſſing for Wilkinſon, the Vork manager, 


is no more than ſtrictly true, however vague, 


romantic, and improbable it may appear to a 
ſtranger. I have been often taxed as to its au- 
thenticity; but the following petſons are ſtill in- 
habiting this earthly globe, and muſt remember 
the tranſaction mentioned Sir John Sinclair, 


Mr. Woods, Mr. Bland, Mr. Moſs, Mr. Death, 


Mr. Beynon, Mrs. Webb, Mr. and Mrs. Charteris, | 


Mrs. Inchbald, and others, were all then at 


Glaſgow, and ſubſcribed to aſſiſt the ſtrange Mr. | 
Chalmers at that time. The day I met my friend 


655 Wilkinſon, at Hollyzown, was on Saturday 


the 16th; of April, 1774. But as that matter is | 
not in the leaſt relative to my adventures! at Nor- 


wich, and leſt I ſhould ſtray until I am bewildered, 


*%. 


there was no end to- 1 


I will get back to that towp, and infortn. the 
reader, that after being cordially and partially 


received in ſeveral; principal! charactets, my be- 


nefit night there was fixed on Monday, April 11 


1763. y.tpra having 
the honour to pleaſe the inhabitants of Norwich, 


I had, been lucky tpra degree in having 


and almoſt every part repeated again ; alſo the! 
farces were approved, and B 
played at; my beneßt 


* 


King Lear, and, promiſed to treat all the ladigs 
and gentlemen. with TEA, which was ſeriouſh 
taken bythe people in general as: a contract they: 

expected would. bs fulfilled: it was thought, very 


. expenſive, 


An 
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erpenſive, and would be attended with m ach ö 
difficulty and trouble; but Mr. Wilkinſon was 
raltly genteel, but then how would he be able to 


ind cups and ſaucers for "ſuch a quantity of 
people? Why, to be ſure, the quality 
ki 


china, to be” humbly preſented to Tom, ' Mary, 
Darby, and Joan, in the galleries. What I am 
deſcribing is more ſerious than will be : ſuppoſed 
ſtrangeſt, it is not the only inſtance of the kind 


zequainted. I have the pleaſure to ſay I was 


teris, ¶ myſelf much pleaſed at the very great compliment 
n at I dad me; as at the uſual prices from that time 
to the preſent there, has not (I have been given 


riend w underſtand) been ten ſuch, crowded; houſes 


day en at Norwich in the tedious round of 
ter in wenty-ſeven years, In ſhort, the town was 

in a mob at three Oeclock in the aſternoon, to 
ſecure a firſt ſeat if potable to ſee Mr. Wil- 


linfon and drink a Diſh of Tea with him. The 
interlude given that night as Tea, was the ſame 


1 


London, Dublin, e, and with which the reader 
as been peltered from the Hirſt yolume' of this 
cmplex—what | d'3e tall it—ſumething—nothing 
of a boot; for the work wi | certainly be allow 5 
onginality, and that no ſuch hurlo-thrumbo pro- 
bution 46 10 information of jumbled, matter and 


turaordinary than the ſtrange miſtake whic 


| | folks were 85 
to be ſerved firſt, then à freſh" waſhing of the 


credible, and however unlikely, though it is the 


vith which my readers ſhall' hereafter be made 


lind of mixed entertainment, conſiſting chiefly 
of the imitations of thoſe: actors, and the ſame 
materials which had been ſo greatly received in 
of this 


+ 
4 * : 


anccdotes ever. before appeared! What 935 more | 


xoſc in the peoples ideas, ſhould not only have 
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a thouſand ſtories, and Fame increaſing as te 
goes, told the tale witk wonderful additions tg 


they can now relate what their daddies told then 


1 


even put at length into the newſpapers (which 


* chaiſe with four Kates took all the money whic 
bad been received that night into a large fil 


„5 1 N 


* 
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been taken as ſeriouſly offenſive at Mamick then, 
but it actually laid the foundation. for fabricating 
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the children of that time, and remembered by 
thoſe young ones wo then could not liſp z yet 


of me, (Wilkinſon): whe promiſed to give all the 
town Tea, and; behaved ſo ill, he EY "Not ker 
big Ou but enen Ads: 170 


On ea 3 F . ws 
i actions are but born 2 3 de, 


K was, ſbon after my departure tin ard 


muſt be true) that I was obliged to ſecure my 
perfonal* fafety by flight, that I ordered poſh 


handkerchief, without, waiting to count if All u 


right, and. got out of Norwich, with all expedition \; 20 
leſt 1 ſhould have been torn in pieces by the en long. 

. raged multitude; and when I arrived i in London „eg. 
they. fad W ilkinſon laug hed” at the Norwidd | | 
1. and an 58 ric ela falſehoods of thi hang 
kind were propagated, and nag ed. carctully don dre 
zl that generation and piouſſy ranſmaitted tg tho ere 
children. Now the plain matter of, fakt Was n farce 1 
more than by not ſatisfyin them feally with f for out 
eager erpedled Tes, the thirſt for 7225 ab likely 
great that I verily believe had Mr. Garrick bee only: 
King Lear they would have thought the "play e ae it 
bren too Ll Wi VOPR. wer. als no 1088 urs 
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they did not reliſh: what I was doing as the way 
by any means to make them amends for the inſuſt 
they ſuppoſed F had wilfully given to their un- 
derſtandings; but what was more, my likeneſs 
of Mr. Barry, Mr. Sparks, or, any of the London 
performers was Gteck to them; and it was na- 
tural for them not to admire; what they could not 
by any means comprehend. '- The difference of 
audiences in ſuch like circumſtances is amazing · 
A farce, if it poſſeſſes true humour, in London 
will be greatly reliſhed and applauded; In the 
country very. poſſibly the ſame (even decently 


delicate. The loye/for Love of Congreve, the 


d, and Trip to Scarborough, the Way of the World, 
(hig be Confederacy, and others, are in London at- 
Fel tended to as plays of wit and merit, (witneſs their 


conſtant repetition} but in the country not per- 


uh mitted, or if permitted to appear, not Aron any 
1 cccount faſhionable, which is juſt as bad. 
. The ſame unlucky reception of my Tea at 
: 


Norwich, would happen to the ableſt imitator in 
London ſuppoling he gave the ſtrongeſt like- 
Jneſſes of the Kdinburgh' and Vork actors; a 
London audience ſo tried would feel not only 


he en 
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tokens of ' reſentment and anger, as would far 
exceed that of the enraged -Norwichers. My 
farce that night helped to confirm. my diſgrace; 
for out of London certainly no one was ſo very 


} Kon likely to difpleaſe as Mr. Foote? 8 Orators, not 
ck 4 only quite obſolete but local: let any perſon. now 
5 Te take it up of the age of. twenty-five, and it will 


puzzle the beſt, head! * find out 97 compte hend 
Von.. WEE 1 ; Raw” 


N 1 1 4 
8 
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ated) ſhall be termed vile, low, vulgar, and in- 


chagrined and diſappointed, but would give ſuch 


* 
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how at that time, even in London, an audience 
could poſſibly be entertained by it, however well 


aQed. The porter-club, the laſt ſcene of the 


farce, gave it a complete overthrow, though af- 
ſiſted by Mr. Weſton ; their patience” was quite 
exhauſted, and I could barely make a finiſh. 1 
dare ſay no lady can feel this account more for- 
ctbly than Mrs. Wells; for without" being on the 
ſpot to judge as a witneſs, and though furrounded 
by many friends, and even the royal ſupport of 
majeſty, ſne found, I dare gueſs, a material dif- 
ference between giving her imitations / of Mes. 


Siddons and Mrs. Crawford at Covent-Garden | 
theatre, than before the beſt collected audience 


at Cheltenham. 
As Peter Paragraph 
E only recollect a few nonſenſical lines of 
| Foote's, not printed, which he always ſpoke, wy 
| occaſioned a laugh. The character was drawn 
as a likeneſs of Mr. Alderman George Faulkner, 
an eminent printer, well known in Dublin, for 


which performance he ſued Mr. Foote, and caſt 


him for damages. 


When Foote wrote the part he had two legs, 


but Mr. Faulkner had but one : Foote afterwards 
ſuſtained the ſame loſs 3 myſelf too nearly expe- 
- rienced the ſame painful and dreadful misfortune : 

Thank God, not quite ſo unfortunate.” 


tional lines as peter Paragrapp. 


Peter Par, An't pleaſe your vorhat Mrs. | 


h Paragraph was as beautiful a woman, and of 28 


good a Oy” as any in all Treland—her ſiſter 


4 


too 


in the e chat ni hr 


When! 
Las before the Judge in the court of juſtice, as | 


ſubpcencd on trial, I related the Tollon e 
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too is a perdigius agr 
haps one of the melt neeks of any lady in alt 


Dublin. I encountered her one morning upon 
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the middle of the ſtairs—my hand fell acciden- 


tally upon her boſom, and 1 proteſt and, vow, 
pleaſe your worſhip, it gave me ſuch a tbr ill, [ 
felt it at the bottom of my dead limb. 


Second Story &s Parzu Paxacrar H. 3 


Peter Par. My. wiſe Mrs. Pacht pb, was a 


perdigius agreeable woman. As we were return- 


ing to Ireland, in October, in the year 1739-40, 
during the autumnal equinox, a violent ſtorm 
aroſe, I went down into the cabin unto her, and 
ſaid Mes. | Paragraph; my dear, anſwer me one 
queſtion-—Sink or ſwim, have you been untrue 


unto my hed ? Says that dear woman (by way of 


reply) My eee Pr or ſwim, that ſecret mall 


go along with me. — 0! ſhe was a perdigius 


valuable woman 1-»you might have Go her 


with any thing 5 


At thoſe little jokes 1 was ie in Pltor 5 


Paragraph; but as to the ſtories circulated,: and 


believed about my running away from convidtion 
of intentional affront from: myſclf, they were too 


ridiculous} to tell, and more ſo to be credited; 
what added to the idea of deſigned infult that 


night was at the; conelufon of my Tea, I gave 
2 Medley which Mr, Garrick himſelf had wrote 
tor Mr. Beard, and given to me; he deſigned 


it firſt as a compliment to Mr. Beard Tos his 
Ranelagh benefit, but after that he altered it 
fox the playhouſe. - 


teeable woman—ſhe has per- | 


- 


The lines taken as * were the very harm- 


D 
les © ones that follow, to a COMMON: tune RE, 
* * Now if. you think I'm m wr 1 | 
925 In all I've faid or ſung, rang, W hp negl 


N And wiſh that poor I had been dumb, dumb, dum, 
1 Tho' the fiſh are in the net, | 
Yet I ſhall fume and fret, 6 4 3 a ; 
And though 1 have caught you be mum, mum, muw. 
1 I therefore beg and pray, 


a That nothing you will ſay, W ee 
Leſt others next year ſhould not come, i come. 
For if like you they're taught. 


N 


\ They'll not like you be caught, ET 
; And n [ py you 5 Ade 1 mam. 4 Re 


Their being in an ill humour; and my finging 
thoſe lines in the medley very” gravely, (as [ 
El judged a very good joke) they abſolutely took ſe- 
riouſly, and occaſioned all the ' buſtle and non- 
| ſenſe here related, and in'reſentment-t they” echoed 
back - hum, hunt, hum; and it was n hem. | 
con. that I intentionally laughed at them. 

To ſpeak my thoughts on the matter, 1 per- 
ceided myſelf much injured by ſuch ill-ſuſpieions 
and miſconſtructions on all 1 done; and | 
really had fatigued myſelf more that «night, 
hoping to pleaſe, than almoſt any one Jever 
performed before or ſince; as it vas too g 
even for a ſtronger conſtitution than mine 

As I remained on the ſpot, inſtead of quitting hir 
Narwichs: my very extraordinary departure from I © for 
which I. ſhall immediately give an account of, W © aft 
that muſt 8 all vio NT or Ps. . 5 
Kan e FF 
44 151 N „ i p i pets bare 
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m- During my refi dence there my mother gave 
2 me the following account of her 1LLNess, by 
8 which it will be perceived, as a fon, 1 did not 


negle ct thar e feiend. 


cc MY DEAR TATE, 991 
N thi pleaſure of yours. on \ "Taefda;, 
„ but was neither able nor willing to inform Try 
that I have been fo far gone as to be obliged with 
great reluctance fo have the further advice of 
« an eminent 'phyfician :—=I am but juſt begun 
5 „with his advice; but having done all, 1 refiga 
ging Wl © myſelf to the Great Diſpoſer of life or death. 
as | W © I have had two very friendly viſits from Mis. 
% Batt. Lady Forbes, not very little noticed till 
* this day, two bottles of Madeira, with an offer 
* of any thing in her power. I know her good 
« will would not be wanting, —[ pity her, and 


„think her ſituation more diſtreſſed than my 

* own. She offered writing to you, but I laid I 
cions Wl © had wrote, and would again as ſoon as able. 
ind | W I wondered not at your being heart ſick of the 2 
right, Wl © Minor; feel glad at this week's reſt, and. 
ever . ſhould be ſtill Tir happy if you would give 
much W © way to a few ſerious thoughts why this is called 
the Paſſion Week. You will excuſe theſe Intle . 
itting W © hints from one who is ever anxious. both | 
from W © for your meren happineſs here and here | 
at: of, Ml © after. e | 
eve to | Las "Your moſt affeRi6nate mother, 175 | 
ieh 1 6. WILKINSON.” 44 l 
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e MY DEAR TATE, 


CL YOUR obs: cares Pas . 
60 offers far exceed what I could ever either expe | 


or defire. I thank God I have not wanted any 
« neceſſary helps; and for your kind fears that! 
« do not cheer my ſpitits with eating and drink. 
„ing, you know I cannot bear two days plenty 
„without being ill; and I had, as 4 told you, 
« dined out. every day, which occaſioned my 
« preſent illneſs. I am I hope better, but kept 
„weak by phyſic. Mrs. Hutchinſon ſent me 1 
chicken oy 
_« treſhing draugbts). Of what uſe am 1, to 
„think of a journey to Bath at your expence? 
« — No, my dear Late, if I ever conſent to that, 
« you muſt be there to complete the cure: and 


as to accepting your princely offer of 30l. for | 


the journey, oh | that muſt he a moſt deſperate 
« and killing extremity indeed, and * 3 4 
© no true nouriſhment - whilſt feeding. ſo 
e upon what you ſo induttriouſly ſlave for: =" 
„ above all, the overflowing joy and ſatisfaction 
you give completes the wiſhes of my ſoul, in 
that ſerious juſt ſenſe you expreſs ſo ſufficiently 
Ac, Lin few words, of that awful reverence im- 
preſſed by God upon your mind en ne 
« 188 be bleſſed for ever | 
The expeditious filling your ha appears 
4 hi ghly in your favour indeed; but that pleaſure 


„ ſeems till to be alloyed by the impoſſibilities 


©« ſet forth in 
% Lear alone 1 | 


your” over-worked bill; RIG after 
ould wich Jou in a warm bed. 
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„Though a fight of you, even for one night, 
« would rejoice my heart, yet I beg you will reſt 
«a night or two; and as your trunk muſt be 
much ſhattered, would have you get a new one, 
and leave the old one here 
Having juſt made a, comfortable meal of 
„half a fine ſweet. bread, with the blefling 
of God hope to be able to cook and cat 
„with you by the time you talk of ſeeing 
„again 53 N 
« Your ever bleſſed Peers 
| «© And affectionate mother, 

On , TEE NSTING” 
Lindon, Apr. 5, 1763. F 


F BY. 
ov 


| Theſe ſhort letters, it is true, have no parti- 


cular, connection with the work; but the contents 
flowed, from a pen of ſuch true worth as will 
render them far from unacceptable to every 
worthy mind, whether depreſſed or exalted, as 


Nature ſpeaks with moſt miraculous organs. 


My benefit was Monday, April 11;—and on 
Wedneſday the 13th of April I acted Douglas: 
| alſo ſpoke Bucks have at ye All, and performed 
the uſual parts in the Minor. Sufficient duty 
for one night, well or indifferently manceuvred : 
for I was. threatened with ſtrong marks of reſent- 
ment, and they were in reality very angry; ſo 1 
was prepared for, and expected it. Yet I was 
ſuch a favourite, that when I made. my appear- 
ance their good nature got the better of their diſ- 
guſt, and I was aſtoniſhed at receiving my uſual 
good welcome; not 7 of diſapprobation. 
Thurſday the 14th I played Mrs. Amlet, and, 
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for the fiſt. time, Hartop in the Kniahts; Sir 
Gregory Gazette, Mr. Weſton; Tim, Mr. 


Dodd. On Saturday the 16th was advertiſed my 


laſt night of playing: I ſpoke Bucks, and te- 


pzated Hartop: The cemedy I was not con- 


cerned in—it was Rule a Wife and Have a 


Wife, aQed purpoſely to introduce Mr. Larry 
Kennedy; and was the only night the manager, 
Mr. Ivory, had left (as manager) : the regu- 
lar courſe of benefits beginning the Monday fol- 


| lowing. ; 


Two offences more in the courſe of the week I | 


was informed J had committed, but indeed very 


innocently. It was at that time not only the 


cuſtom there (and a horrid cuſtom it certainly 
was), but alſo at York, Hull, &c, &c. for the 
performer, whether man or woman, to attend the 
play bill-man round the town, knock humbly at 
every door honoured with or without a rapper, and 
ſupinely and obediently ſtop at every ſhop and ſtall 
to leave a playbill, and requeſt the favour of Mr. 
and Mrs. Griſkin's company at the benefit. The 
heroine (if unmarried) was equally reſponſible for 


ſteering her ſteps—no matter whether the Juliet, 
the Cleopatra, the Lady*Townly, or the Queen 


Elizabeth : no dignity 'of -any kind allowed for 


| ſuch an omiſſion, without being conſtrued a viola- 


—_ 


=p. 


tion of duty; that ſevere law of cuſtom then in 
force muſt be complied with, or looked on as an 
infringement of rules and reſpect, and would incur 
cenſure, with the appellation of pride, impudence, 
inſolence, and want of reverence © no matter how 
ſevere the weather, if froſt, ſnow, rain, or hal), | 
Jane Shore and the proud Lady Macbeth were 


expected 


* * 
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expected equally to pay the ſame homage. If the 
Lady Turtle Dove was bleſſed with a loving mate, 
her attendance was diſpenſed with, but not other- 


wiſe on any pretext whatever; in that caſe. the 


honour devolved on the huſpand. Theſe laws 
(thank God) I had not been accuſtomed to: and 
having a plentiful: well-ſupplied pocket had no 
need to comply, or trouble myſelf to uſe ſuch a 
practioe; which I dare ſay ſuperior minds to my 
own have, from the dictates of prudence and ne- 
ceſſity, againſt their will too often complied with; 
and the produce of my houſe proved ſuch degra- 
ding rules were better broke than kept for the ete- 

dit of the actors. And. bleſſed be the times to ſay 

what I relate had better not have been Wen se 


but be buried and forgot: But there are thoſe wo 


can vouch to the inglorious and diſgraceful truth, 
and I can boaſt as being one of the firſt who re- 
ſieved my brethren in the er from ſuch 
ſlavery ß 7 36 i908 
Another 1 255 was, ater! the playahe peefor- 


mer was to return thanks, and if married, both 


huſb ind and wife to appear. Mr. Frodſham onoe 
a: York ſpoke a comic epilogue on his benefit 
nizht, and actually carried his wife (now living) 
on and off the ſtage on his back, to comply with 
the expeQed homage :—on ' particular occaſions 
four or five children to makeup weight, courteſying. 
and bowing in frocks, had a wonderful effect, as 
the audience in general, and the ladies in paiti- 


| cular, prided themſelves upon beſtowing their 


bounty on ſuch a pains-taking man, or ſuch a 
pains-taking couple as they proved themſelvesb to 


be. I had heard ſo much of théſe 


cu ſome, 


Ms 8 
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eu tome, yet I was honourably received after all 
my alleged iLt-BEHAviouR t Norw:t), as 
_ uſual, with much pleaſantry and good humour. 


The laſt night of my acting there I made as po- 


lite an acknowledgment as lay in my power, 
and meant what I ſaid, that I really thought my- 
ſelf, as a ſtranger at Norwich, particularly ho- 
noured and obliged ; which coming unexpectedly 


was received with double effect, and I was diſ- 


miſſed with grear glory and marks of approbation; 
and the audience were not a little pleaſed that I 
confeſſed myſelf indebted to them for the favours 
they had conferred on rmʒmdGGG. 

Now, after ſuch particulars, it is really aſtoniſh- 
ing how ſuch falſchoods'to the contrary could be 
propagated and believed from that time 1763, and 
never cleared up till 1787, when I was laſt at 


Norwich, and will be much more ſo by this | 
 faithfu} account. Another ſtrange cuſtom they | 


had at Norwich, and if aboliſhed it has not been 
many years, which was for a drummer and 2 
trumpeter (not the King's) in every ſtreet to pro- 


claim in an audible voice, having been aſſiſted by 


his ſhrill notes to ſummons each garreteer, With- 
out which ceremony the gods would not ſubmit 


to deſcend from their heights into the ſtreets to 


inquire what play was to be acted, nor aſcend into 
the gag 8 ie TR 


£ 


A A cuſtom of this kind prevailed fo far with a, 
Mr. Herbert's Lincolnſhire company in the time 
of our revered, well-remembered, and beloved 
| Marquis of Granby, that when at Granthamihe! 
players determined to omit the uſual ceremony of 
the drum, wiſhing to grow more polite z and by} 
1485 e, , oo NS 
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er all obſtinate perſeverance, Lady Jane Gray, Mary 
„ * Queen of Scots, King Henry the Eighth, the 
mour. King of France, nay even Cardinal Wolſey had 
is po- no command, attraction, or power over the popu- 
ower, lace when they loſt their accuſtomed and ſo much 
t my- loved ſound of the drum and trumpet. The la- 
y ho- dies were obſtinate, though they could not by 
Qedly WI all their arts, or by all their charms, obtain a 
48 dil- livelihood; and their heroiſm: was fo great, that 
tion; they preferred death, .. honourable. death, rather 
that I than ſubmit to ſlaviſn terms. The Marquis of 
1VOurs Granby. ſent for the manager of the troop, and 
1 ſaid to him, © Mr. Manager, I like a play; 1 
oniſh- W like a player ; and all be glad to ſerve : — 
uld be But, my good friend, why are you all ſo ſudden- 
, and ly offended at and averſe to the noble ſound of a 
aſt at W drum 2—I like it,“ ſaid the Marquis, and all 
y this W the inhabitants like it: Put my name on your 
n they W play- bill, provided you drum, but not otherwiſe. 
t been Try the effect on to-morrow. night; if then you 
and a are as thinly attended as you have lately been, 
o pro- W ſhut up your playhouſe at once; but if it ſucceeds, 
ted by BW drum atuay- The manager communicated. this 
with- edit to the princes, princeſles, peers.and peereſſes; 
ſubmit WW and not only they, but even the ambitions ftep- 
ets to mother, gave up all ſelf- confideration for the publica 
d into I weal; and it was aſter ſome debate voted nem. con. 
rin favour of the drum: they deigned to try Lord 
with a Granby's ſuggeſtion, and to their pleaſing aſto- 
e time i niſhment their little theatre was hrim- full on the 
eloved i ſound of the drum and Lord Granby's name; 
am the Wl after which night they row · didi · dow d away, had 
ony of a very ſucceſsful ſeaſon, and drank flowing bowls 
and by WW to the health of the noble Marquis. They left 
OC Rs Wh l ram ham 
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Grantham in great credit, without being "ROY 
med out of town, though accompanied by their 


friend the drummer; and 1 am told the cuſtom. 


is continued at Grantham to this day. This 
is a ſtrong proof how difficult it is to furmount 
. prejudices, whether in religion, politics, or 
even fo trivial a matter as the ſound” of a 


drum; for rumour has fewer en than _ 1 


ein.. 0 it 3 
But, m my good Whdery' chf 1 have not yet 
in my Hiſtory got from Norwich: —if you will 


kindly lock back to Mr. Kennedy's a@ing Leon | 
the laſt” night | played there in 1763, J muſt 


faithfully inform you, that after all my quarrels, 
&c. with Mr. Foote, however contradictof̃y to my 


reſolves and Mr. Foote's repeated declarations, he | 


had ſecretly ſent Kennedy to Norwich as an am- 


baſſador with credentials; neither more nor leſs | 


than not only to preſent articles of peace, but for 


re- uniting our forces, and to engage Weſton for | 


the enſuing ſummer at the Haymarket. Mr. Ken- 


nedy was commiſſioned to aſſure me, that Mr. 


Foote was much concerned for the miſunder- 

ſtandings and miſtakes which had ſubſiſted be- 
tween us for no leſs than ue gears; that he 
wiſhed Mr. Kennedy, as an acquaintance and 
friend of both, would inform me I might depend 
upon his being ſerious and honourable in mean- 
ing an engagement, which he hoped would prove 


laſting and advantageous to both ; that in many | 
pieces, TIS the parts, would be better for 
0 


each of us; for however clever he might flatter 
himſelf to be from his own opinion and the'par- 
1 0 5 the public, he was convinced one perſon 

13 


rum- 
their 


tom. 


This 
ount 
5 Or 
of a 
e has 


t yet 
will 


Leon 
muſt 


rrels, 
o my 
$, he 
am- 


r leſs | 


t for 


n for | 


Ken- 


Mr. 


der- 
be- 
it he 
Dy and 
pend 
jean- 
prove 
nan) 


for 


latter 
par- 
erſon 
ually 


* 


Tarz WII EINS *. 253 


perpetually before the audience, be he ever ſo ex- 


cellent and meritorious, had not ſo great an ad- 


vantage as by a little ſpace ere he was ſeen again: 
(a certain good remark for me then, and many 


young performers now, to remember). His letter 
added, that he had wrote a part purpoſely for me in 


a new farce called The Mayor of Garratt, which 
he ſhould cut out, unleſs] would conſent to per- 


form it;—alſo' a diviſion between us in Tragedy 


A-la-Mode, and that I ſhould play Hartop in the · 


Knights, and he would act Sir Gregory, &c.— 
He aſked what I defired for every night, not only 


when J acted, but every one that his theatre in the 


Haymarket was opened; and that I might take my 


benefit at three weeks notice whenever 1 pleaſed | 


in his ſeaſon, and be allowed to revive- or act on 
that night what F 
ſhould be clear of all: expences whatever; and con- 
cluded with aſſuring me, he ſhould: not only be 


hcartily and fincerely glad to ſee me as a per for- 
mer, but as his particular friend; that his houſe 
and table ſhould be always at my ſervice, if 1 
would do him the favour to make it my home 


whenever not better engaged. This was a 


change! and it was flattering, profitable, and re- 


putable.—1 inſtantly made propoſals, which were 
immediately agreed to, by a letter that reached me 
on my arrival at Vork, and the firſt week ' in June 
J was to attend the Haymarket theatre. 


What made Mr. Foote fo very generous, ea, 
and explicit, was, that he judged it would be lu- 


crative to him if he complied as to terms. 


So it plainly appears that a war of five years {2 
way e and TY concluded, with a 


peace 
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peace not inglotious, but equitably adjuſted for 

the advantage of both parties, and from that time 
not any bickerings or breach of treat ies happened 
between us to the time of his death, in the au- 
tumn feaſon 1777. Peace to his manes! His 
entertaining qualities and univerſality of execu- 
tive and aſtoniſhing genius ate too well known, 
eſtabliſned, and acknowledged, to need any eulo- 
giums from my weak abilities. He was not with- | 
out virtues, though he had thoſe foibles and faults 
to which human nature is too ſubject.— So Foote 


All thy in be buried in thy grave. | 


From Norwich I took a trip to York, where | 
had never been, and entered into a treaty with Mr. | 
Baker for fix nights. Mr. Baker was the gentle- 
man I named as manager of the York theatre, 
with whom I had previouſly formed an intimate 
acquaintance, as before-mentioned, at Mrs. 
Wir, ni , E228, 
A s my Norwich engagement finiſhed on Sunday 
April the 16th, I intended quitting that place on 
the Monday morning following; but as I had 
grown rich, I at that time was wonderfully pru- 
dent, and determined on a ſaving ſcheme: Sol | 
ave up all idea of travelling fo far as York, and 
folling all the way in a poſt-chaiſe. Therefore the 
only prudent method was to go in the Monday 
morning's coach as far as Newmarket, but I could 
not be permitted to take a place for half way, un- 
leſs they were left empty for want of London 
e Ee TG oo TS 
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paſſengers 5 which was and is, I believe, ſtill the 
conſtant cuſtom. I was called up early on the 
Monday morning to be ready for the coach; but 
judge my diſappointment and chagrin, when on 
my approach I found it chuck- full, as is often 
ſaid at the theatre. What was to be done? A 
poſt-chaiſe I could not think of, on account of 
the charge :— There was no time allowed for con- 
ſideration, as all was prepared and ready at the 
Maid's Head for inſtant procedure. I determined 
to leave Norwich moſt triumphantly, and at an 
caſy expende - two points not always in the power 
of us mortals — by exalting myſelf on the coach- 
box ; a fituation I was as ünfit for as the under- 
taking to ride on horſes at the Royal Grove: —- 
But previouſly I had petitioned, reaſoned, urged, 
and intreated, but all to, no effect; I could not 
make any impreſſion on the obdurate ſouls, who, 
proud and ſulky, kept eaſy and firm poſſeſſion of 
their ſeats, and hardly deigned to anſwer when 
I requeſted permiſſion to be ſqueezed in, but 
could not ſoften their hard hearts: and under the 
roſe be it ſpoken, no hearts are harder than thoſe _. 
of travellers in ſtage coaches, diligences, &c. and 
not without ſome reaſon ; for if not guarded by 
hearts of ſteel, it would, with the conjoined in- 
tereſt of inn-keepers and poſt-boys, be a per- 
petual tax upon our good-natures, our convenience, 
and our pockets, as we ſhould pay for what we 
did not poſſeſs. However, the infide paſſengers. | 
on that occahon called aloud on Mr. Whip to 
drive on; ſo my trunks, &c. were left in the 
baſket, and I was hoiſted on the coach-box as the 
only alternative: but on the. firſt movement . 
. e the 


— 


the vehicle, if it had not been for the arm of the Nor 
coachman, I ſhould have been inſtantly under co 
the wheels in the ſtreet, as I had not the ſeaſt no- wu 
tion how to keep my ſeat; therefore the enraged M © ** 
travellers were under the neceſſity of once more M **©* * 
being detained till ] was relieved by the help of abs 
the hoſtler and ſervants of the inn, who were MY le 
there and fully ready to aſſiſt: I was received into Ate 
their arms from the coach- box, and chucked into ſtop 


the baſket as a place of more ſafety, though not übe 
of eaſe or comfort, where I ſuffered moſt ſeverely 4 
from the jolting, particularly over the ſtones; Ml ©? 


it was moſt truly dreadful, and made me ſuffer 1 
almoſt equal to the ſea-ſickneſs I had experienced Wl * . 
on board the pacquet in -a'ſtorm : however, 'as I Not 
had lived well at Norwich, dhe coach emetic did W | be. 
meinde m. : if 
The ſtage coaches then! were not 1 on . 
ſprings as they are at preſent, nor were the roads whe 
near ſo good :—The coach was then double the wh 
time in performing the journey. We arrivedat MI -* 
Newmarket, where, though I produced myſelf as MW ** 
an outſide paſſenger, I was permitted the honour os 
of being treated at table as an inſide gueſt ; for 1 
they all knew me and pitied my Gruaribn; but 
naturally preferred my ſuffering ſome torment, 2 
rather than being miſerably ſtowed themſelves by del 
 cramming the vehicle as if loaded with Norwich 5 
turkies at Chriſtmas, and that merely to accom- 121 
modate a ſtranger. We of the coach all ſupped Tb. 
together, ſeparated for bed, wiſhed each other a 
good night, with pleaſant: and ſafe journies to ay 
our different deſtinations ; they te London, my- wh 


| ne to croſs the country till J got to the great 
| : "_ 
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North road—On inquiry I was informed a ſtage 


croſſed from either Ipſwich or Bury (I forget 


which) the next day akout twelve, which I de- 


termined to wait for; and I conceived it a mat- 
ter of pleaſing intelligence, for it had a delightful 


convenience as to the hour of its coming, as it 


allowed me a long time to reſt before it arrived. 


After J had breakfaſted on Tueſday the coach 
ſtopped, and from out of it, to my infinite mor- 


tification, came no leſs than fix paſſengers; 


therefore I thought of nothing but ringing the bell 


and having immediate recourſe to the agreeable 
though expenſive poſt-chaiſe; but on inquiry one 


ef the perſons had only taken a place to New- 


market, in order to be in readineſs for the. next 


Norwich coach to London. 80 after an hour's 
baiting for the gueſts" and horſes, we took poſ- 


ſeſſion cf the vehicle, proceeded flowly,” and 
arrived about three o'clock at Cambridge; 
where finding not any other carriage croſſed 
on to the North road. I fat myſelf down at the 
inn (a very indifferent one) and ordered what- 


ever was ready to be produced for my immediate 

While I was regaling over my pigeon: pye, &c. 
a very decent elderly looking kind of man, a far- 
mer, made his appearance, ſeemingly communi- 
cative and intelligent: I aſked him queſtions re- 
ative to tke diſtznce from Stamford, and what 
places were beſt worth ſeeing. at Cambridge. 
This formed an intimate chat; and he accepted 


part of my bottle of port. When I thought of 


ordering my chaiſe after a little walk to view the 
gardens and buildings of the place in a curſory 


— 


manner, 
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manner, and taking my leave of the farmer, who 
had been very attentive to my ſtory, and relating 
to him my manner of ahi, from Norwich to 

Cambridge, he ſaid after carefully viewing me, 
that he kept a travelling weekly cart, which he 
came with from Stamford: He was not fond of 


_ truſting ſtrangers, as appearances often were 


wrong; but, if inftead of the expence of a poſt- 


chaiſe, I would accept his horſe at a moderate | 


price, and go that night to Huntington, the 
poor beaſt was at my ſervice for the journey, and 
he would himſelf with my luggage go in his cart, 
which his man would conduct. I reliſhed the 
ſcheme mightily, and judged I was undertaking 
a Quixote exploit by my attempting to ride a 
horſe ſixteen miles. This great matter was that 
afternoon put in practice, and I ſet off on my 


Roſi nante and achieved my exploit by actually 


going the ſixteen miles without any danger 


whatever, and fancied myſelf a complete horſe - 
man; but muſt obſerve, what with the delay in 


point of time, the ſtopping all night at Hunt- 
ington, &c. my ſcheme of exconomy was only 
viſionary, for the etceteras would have been more 
comfortable and actually leſs expenſive, than the 
laborious and mean plan I in my wiſdom had en- 
tered upon. The cartier however honoured. me 


ſo far with his good opinion, firſt ſecuring my 


luggage, that he went off at fix in the morning 
for Stamford, and left me and the horſe to take 


our leiſure, having firſt very kindly invited me 


to dine with him at Stamford. When [I got there 


] called to ſee him, and he really expected me as 


tis gueſt i but that I avoided, ſent a porter fox 
„ h eee 
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my luggage, thanked the carrier, and once more 
became the gentleman at one of the principal 


'ans, waiting for the York coach, with firi 


orders at night to be called up at five for the pur- 
poſe of ſecuring a place; but after lounging my 
Joncly day at Stamford, and being ſummoned to 
he in readineſs for the coach, here my unfortu- 
nate Rars again purſued me; for lo the coach 

was full, with three officers and three infignifi- - 
cants. In that bewildered and perplexed ſtate what 
was to be done? Why, give a ſtrong proof of per- 
ſcverance,. and in Uchiance of danger, and like a 
great little ſoul (for ſurely it was a meanneſs) once 
more throw myſelf into the arms of my old friend 
the baſket. It was very ſharp, windy, cold, diſa- 


greeable weather, and the jolting over the ſtones 


in every country town in that captive ſtate might 
be deemed truly dreadful, both as to pain and 
fatigue. The officers, who in general are polite, 
friendly, entertaining, and agreeable, ſoon re- 
cognized me, and profeſſed being hurt at my 
diſagreeable ſituation, but their feelings were not 
lo exquiſite and humane, but that laughter evi- 
dently was victorious on the occaſion ; to me 


jumbling through Grantham was terrible, and 1 


equalled to my fancy that of Algerine ſlavery: 
yet though | appeared to myſelf like a vagabond 


paſſing by act of parliament from pariſh to pariſh, 


and felt great cold without, I had ſome amends, 
by being admitted as one of their own party at 
every ſtage, within, or where any refreſhments - 
were taken, which was ſome alleviation. to m 
ſorrows, though not ſatisfa&ory ; for thoſe | for- 
ſ0ws, (as too often is the caſe} were of my on 
T. bdriynging 
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bringing on; as fooliſh 1ndiſcretions often give 2 
ſtrong colour to appearances that ſerve to cor. 
roborate as faQs, which originate every one of 
them perhaps from a trivial and undeſigned chance 


* 
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that tumbles blunder upon blunder till it forms a 


ſomething, which if properly known would end 
like the air-blown bubble of the day. 

So was I rightly puniſhed in my journey to 
Vork, by: undergoing ſhame, fatigue, and the 


2 hazard of my health, while I poſſeſſed à plenty to 


\ 


have prevented any one of thoſe vexations; for! 


for two days, ſtage after ſtage * but as under the 


greateſt afflictions ſometimes a gleam of hope will 


ariſe, though ſoon again to vaniſh, ſo in this jour- 
ney on the firſt night, the three officers at ſupper 
agreed to take a chaiſe at Ferrybridge, and quit 
the Vork road ſor that of Boroughbridge, and 
proceed on to Scotland. This gave me great 
-ſpirits as it inſured me an infide place, for my 
firit. entrance into the city of Vork; where ra- 
ther than arrive baſketed, I would have entered 
triumphantly i in my carriage to breakfaſt the next 
day; but all my hopes were fruſtrated” by a 
change of their intentions, and on they would 
go to Vork as their places were taken. 


ing from Stamford to- Vork; 


forming almoſt impaſſable; 


\ 


PPP 


ſuffered myſelf to be hoiſted from my dog-kennel | 


So far. 
the reader may ſuppoſe I am not adhering 10 
truth, when I mention we were two days in go- 
but in the year 
1763, the roads were ſo bad at particular ſeaſons 

of the year, that they were for want of proper 
and it has been 
known in the winter to have! been eight or ten 

* Journey from York to London.” At that 

| | time 
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ime it was not fo familiar às it now is for ladies 
and gentlemen tofly like air-balloons, from the 


fartheſt points of eaſt and weſt, and from nortn 


to ſouth. For a lady now thinks not of hardſhip 
but of pleaſure, when ſhe equips herſelf en mili- 
tire for a voyage to the Eaſt Indies, either with 
2 huſband or for a huſband. There is not at pre- 


ſent half the pteparation to quit Yorkſhire for a4 


fe weeks and trip to Paris, as there was ſixt7 
years ago, to go only from York to London. 
Cibber's John Moody gives an excellent deſerip- 
tion of that matter. 1. and mothers, then, 
made their wills ere they ſet forward; and the 
leaving a darling pet ſon either at York or Lon- 
don, to learn politeneſs, education, and good 
manners, not forgetting the faſhions, were matters 
that required more than common fortitude. In 
ſhort, two hundred miles, in this en! ightened age, 


to dine at Windſor from London was; which 
could hardly be done with the aſſiſtance of four 
horſes, and a moon- light morning 
The old ſaying at 1 amongſt ſervants, 
vas, „I wiſh you were at Vork “ which the en- 
aged female cook now has changed for, I wiſh 
jou were at Jamaica! Scotland was then ima- 
zined by the Cockney. as a dreary place; diſtant 
almoſt as the Weſt. Indies: now an agreeable 
party may with the utmoſt eaſe dine early in the 


lure ſet down at table on Saturday or Sunday in 


lain the journey in the baſket in ſevere weather, 


and jolting till the:coach ſtopped at Ferrybridge, 


no more confidered as a journey, than formerly 


week in Groſvenor- Square, and without diſcompo-—- 


the New-Town' of Edinburgh. 80 did I at- Io 


when 
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when to my joy and great comfort the officers Ml no i 
took chaiſe, and I got into (as L at that moment 
thought) the moſt; elegant, delightful carriage! 
ever ſtepped into in my life. I arrived fate at 
: Vork, | and ſupped: with Mr. Baker. That wor. 
thy man received me like a parent, would not 
- ſuffer me to be at an inn or hire a lodging, but 
_ yielded up his own convenience of a bed- chamber 
for 2 very inconvenient ſituation in, point '0 
compariſon; and unleſs I ordered what 

| liked for dinner the family might have been 
ſtarved, the old gentleman was ſo very attentivg enliv 
e to make it pleaſant to his young M 
gue t 3 „ 
ö Saturday, April 23, 1763, Romeo and Julie ance 
with the Frenchified Lady never in Paris, wa 
plaſtered on the walls, for the benefit of Mr 
uck. This year was the firſt Spring Meeting 
that ever had been attempted: at Vork. It di 
ſomething as to reſort of company, but the yeat 
aſter it ſunk entirely, and was not again revive 
till within a few years hack; at pretent it ſeems i 
My firſt appearance was on Saturday, Apri 
the Zoth, in the Minor, which was actedd ate 
Richard III.; and on Tueſday, May the 3d, fo 
the ſecond time, after the Buſy Body Marplot 
Mr. Frodſham: I was well received by à vet 
genteel houſe. The ladies of York, witho 
any compliment, have a grace, a manner; a de 
cCofrum, not often met with out of the metropoli 
(Bath excepted); for Vork certainly boaſts a pre 
eminence, when the boxes on public weeks 46 
crowded, that dazzles the eyes of a ſtranger an 
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xicers no wonder; for as London aud Bath culls the 
choiceſt beauties from the three kingdoms, ſo 
does ancient York city at times, allure them from 
Hull, Leeds, Doneaſter, Wakefield, Pontefra &, 


county,” And I am free to declare, that the ladies 
of Vork (in my judgment) never ew them - 


in having the honour of ſeeing it 2 vanes and 
enlivened much oftener than it is. 


My next appearance was in Cadwallader—Mis. 


[ firſt acted at Vork in great eſteem with many 


Wilkinſon's benefit 
boxes were thrown 
information was not of fal ſervice, it was meant 
well, and could do no Harm; but indeed 1 may 


* 

dec alt for her good report, though he hears it not, 
zd, 08 nor ſees it not. Sue meant well—who' can n do 
_—_ more 


kind of patroneſs to her; and 1 en to her 


mtegrity® and ä are ſo generally 


W 


\ 


and every part of that noble, ſpacious and rich 


ſelves to ſuch advantage” as when they fill the 
boxes of the York theatre; and for the ſake of 4 
perſon that ſhall be nameleſs, I ſhould'be app?) 


Cadwallader, by Miſs Phillips, my old acquaint- 
ance in Dublin in 1758. Miſs Phillips was when | 


genteel perſons ; and ſhe was ſo kind as to aſſure 
all her acquarntance that I was no impoſtor, but 
the true Don Philip, ſhe having played for Mr. 
2 Dublin, when the pit and 
e If that favourable 


affirm. i it deſerves even now an acknowledgment | 


Miſs ts Sv tha” at York; web was 2 - 


fair account of me to that lady, I muſt ſet down 
myſelf a conſiderable evict” to Miſs Phillips. 
Miſs Warnford has been many years married to 
Mr. Sitwell, a gentleman of large fortune, whoſe - 


"known, 


familiarized to that kind of playing, and was ſo 


general is obſtinate; yet 


as it did not interfere with their darling 


n "Wh. * Rr —— 2 
oy + Sew 2 * ” „ 
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known, as to render any panegyric impertinent; 
but the ever conſtant and benevolent acts of 
triendſhip I have experienced. from Mr. and Mrs, 


Sitwell, would ſink me into ingratitude did I not 
thus preſent. my ſmall tribute to their worth, and 


ſincerely, aſſure .them hom much er myſelf 


honoured and obliged. 
My third character was 9 in the Rehear- 


ſalz which was judged a ſervice of danger, Mr. 


Frodſham, being eſteemed capital.” in the part; 
but there opinion was wrong, for I had been ſo 


much better ſtage acquainted, that I obtained a 
complete victory in ſpight oß; artiality, which ir 


praiſe-worthy... Indeed Mr. frodſham was totall) 


unfit for that character, and his friends as well 


as the reſt of the audience would have found 
that out, had not five out of; fix ſubſcribed to 


whatever he did was quite right, without even 


conſulting their own judgments. [ repeated the 
Minor, on Saturday; and on Wedneſday. the 
11th of May, I.aQed King Lear, and Frodſham, 
Edgar; in the mad ſcenes he was the beſt I have 


ſeen, though I remember poor Reddiſh whilſt I 


am relating it. My Lear was nen ee 
odſham, 


and both being in the ſame Play gave much 


ſatisfact ion 
Saturday, May 143 "the Fai air. Penitent—Ho- 


ratio, Mr. W ilkinſon.; Lothgrio, Mr. Frodſham; 
and the Minor. — Tueſday, May 17, 1763, the 
ſeaſon finiſhed for my benefit, with the Jealous 
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or lander. is told readily, and ſwallowed -glib! 
„„ OS F4.-#x) be ers diet; 


8 


N 
#2 ret” A 
* 7 : 


lay the This viperous Slander enters: 95 
zdſham, SD BO TORIES 31; 25008þ 2156 
1 have This was certainly irkſome, but patience ever 
whilt 12s my badge, and what'I had done deſerved? 
eceivedinaiſe, though they had not done me juſtice; for as 
odſham, Wl had gained laurels by my endeavours, and'dine 

> | mucnef hard labour, for which though I own''T got I 
; Hoe and in that material point wðas well! 
r 

63, the At that time admittance behind the ſcenes was allowed, 

Jealous }W"* only. at benefits, but. in ger gral to the gentlemen who 
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And wes tend Au aly brow * 16; inffedd'6f 4 
triumphall exit, mine Was 3 4 deg gradet 
__ however my pocket way! ful 17 fa 
and my ſpirits were great, A not 
ade, but rather lefſened 5 c müden of the 
grape; thereforo a ſig for care!!! 
After my fiorthern expedition I hat eil of 
fburteen days to ſpare fbf felaxution; | Fpopketed 
my! affrontsy and protesded to ſet my; friend 
Daniel Smithy at Cheſter; wifere 1 dfinit the 
health of all my York frichds, not im Tea, but 
over a bottle' Leer: of tWo of three) Fr elaret, 
with Mr. Wilbertiam, and ſeveraf others of that 
| lacs, and a very Happy viſit! it wWas te me, 
though not wird, ange for whatwe general, 
term pleaſure, by a nſtaken uſe of the idea, is 
perverted too often to the contrary effect, by not 
letting reaſon give it its. boundaries: however! 
recollected bufineſs. muſt be attended to, as with- 
out the means I well knew pleaſufe and friends 
would be very diſtant ; for independence creates 
complacency, and eral? to pleaſe, which 
dependance in a few days deſtroys. So I veered 
about like the weuther-Cock, from weſt to ſouth, 
to viſit once more my native home, old. London 
eity, where edery one. is, witty, and all the 
fſtreets are paved with gold, and to renew my 
acquaintance: with my w old intimate Mr: 
Foote, whom I had- not ſpoke to for ſome- 
cars. N 
755 When I arrived at my lodgings, I nog not 
at the anxious mother was not only rejoiced, 
bot almoſt ſpecetiſeſs to ſee her ſon, after an 
ablence of ſeveral months, and the more” ſoon 
| account 
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FTE ; ial 4 | 1104 bg: 1641] * £4; N 
Ws avant of her late illneſo, [BY NN by 


' WH ktters.ta Nopwich, Gc. After a few ** ſolace 
nc an myton ſpot of birth, parentage, 9 educa- 
I n, Io paid my devoirs to the manager at — 
Market Abbe, where I found Il. or 
carneſtly employed in 4 work of isi "fie 
militia company to prepare for a ſummer cam- 
paign, He: ſoon e me in the orcheſtta, 
vhere I had obſervingly placed myſelf ; the bg | 
tcanlalcands comb ff e fe Bak 
and aftet a moſt friendly greetingꝭ to . niſl 
ment of every one, the moſt amazing e 
of intimacy made ita wonderful appeafance, a 
equalled any change e politics had ever. may Four: 


ſurpriſed when the carriage Was orderec _ 

Mr. Foote inſiſted on my 1 fk with him that 
day, as a large party of the fir We were hd 
be at his table I aid not expect ſuch civilit 

but it. may caſily be ſuppoſed 1 could not re K. 
It alſo ſeemed to augur an intention of good will 
at leaſt; and if not, a good dinner, gvod com- 
pany, and Mr. Foote at the head of the table, 
few perſons even of rank would have diſliked ;' 


as to ill. treatment from Mr. Foote, of which 1 
had not entirely: diveſted my mind. Hę was then 


he had rote a part, he informed me, that 922 
in fact abſtracted from the piece, and tha 
could do with or without it. It was impo 

for. himſelf to do it; for with a falſe N bs 
intended Major Surgeon, and to undreſs for 
N 2 Fe Matthew 


to view. The troop was mute, glad, more: © 


befides. it placed me not only om a footing*ot- ſu- 
perlority, but prevented any ſuſpicion in myſelf,: 


preparing his Mayor of Garratt, in which piece 
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Matthew Mug, it 3 not a. 'The part 
was entitled Peter Primmer, intended as a ſtroke 


f ſatire levelled at Mr. Sheridan, ſent. who 

about that. time. had buſied himſelf. much with 

e lectures on oratory, and propoſing 
or 


a. plan 
for the e of pupils. ung true. art of public 


de eſtabliſument of an academy, 


ſpeaking. . * £45 {£4 8 


Mr. Foote 1 our n together 
in the piece of the Minor: ſor ſaid he; the public 
will be better pleaſed with having both than one; 
and added, however partial the town might be to 
yet the ſame 


perſon being perpetually in ſight is c oying; and 
indeed I have often thought that admirab 11 


him as author and actor combined, 


cha- 
racter of Othello, would. be better for the actor 
if not ſo inceſſantly in ſight; more pity and leſs 


fatigue to the performer would have been the 
conſequence, had Shakſpeare ſo contrived; but 
his writings are ſo noble, . and natural, 


that, I do. not approve of the liberty I have taken, 
but will remove my remark more ſtrongly upon my 


favourite character of Zanga; which is finely 
drawn, and a charming part for the actor, but is 
much hurt 

every act of the play; and though it muſt be 


by his beginning and ending almoſt 


ranted the poetry is fine, yet as it owes its 


| beauties to the production of art, not that of 


natute, it makes the Revenge a heavy, laborious, 


tireſome play, though Alonzo, Carlos, Zanga, 
and Leonora, are all good parts for the . 


mers; Zanga particularly ſo. 


Well, I maſt return to Mr. Foote; with ba 


I dined, and it was agreed, the Minor ſhould be 
| 1s . the 
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the opening piece, early in June, 1763: Shift and 
Squintum, Mr. Wilkinſon ; Mrs. Cole and 


Smirk, Mr. Foote ;—with the new farce of 
the Mayor of Garratt. My Shift, with the imi- 
tations, was extravagantly well received, and 
was repeated ſeveral nights. — Ie Mayor of 


Garratt had great ſucceſs, and a run of almoſt 


every night in the ſeaſon; it met with ſome op- 
poſition, which in general only gives a whet to 
the appetite of thoſe who chuſe to approve and 
ſupport. * | 


Peter Primmer, 1 drefſed with-an old tye-wig, 


like the Barber's in the Upholſterer, a long band 
neckcloth, a large rod in my right hand, and a 


Scotch-plaid night gown, and had fix boys with - 
primmers and rods, and fix girls with - horn- 
books, as my attendants, in proceſſion, as the 


candidate for being choſen Mayor of Garratt. 


My likeneſs was ſtrong, and it was well taken; 
and as a ſchoolmaſter at Garratt near Wand(- - 
worth, the dreſs was ridiculous, and not totally: 
improper ; but as a reſemblance of Mt. Sheridan, 
who always appeared at his lecture, and every 
where as a gentleman, my being teo comical de- 
ſtroyed the effect; therefore it was judged much 
better to anſwer the purpoſe intended, to dreſs it 
in black, and a bag-wig, &c. That alteration 
gave the people a ſtrong conception of him they 
knew; whereas the ridiculous wig and gown de- 
ſtroyed eyery part of the imitation by the abſurd: 
appearance. The part I have entirely forgot, 
and only remember it concluded with my ſpeax- 
ing the following verſes, as an ode from the old 
hornpipe ſong of Nancy Dawſon. N 
ES, en ES. e 


. 


1 
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Of all the girls in our town, .) 3 paſt 
The black; the air, the red, the brown, ra 
That dance and prance it up and down, N fron 
There's none like Nancy Dawſon = 5 


Her eaſy mien, her ſhapes ſo neat, © 
She ſoots, ſhe trips, ſhe looks fo fweet, 
Her every motion is completa 

I die for Nancy Dawſon. 


See! how the comes to gi xe ſurpriſe, | 
With joy and pleaſure in ber eyes, 


To give delight ſhe always tries ; 
1 © Charming Nanty Dawſon, &C, 


The above ſong ſpoken ſcrioully, with exag | 


tone and manner, bad an admirable force on the 


- fiſibility'of the well-plealed audience. 
© Mentioninig thy mock ode, aß Peter Primmer 
will not let me omit, what at preſent gives ms 


great pleatire, from the lately ſeeing and hearing 


rs. Ks TEN recite that excellent compoſition, 
Collins's Ode on the Paſſions.— But as her 
ſtage performances cannot with the leaſt degree of 
_ propriety be here inſerted to accord with my 
propoſed plan: and as the actors and aQrefſes of 
the York theatre, will make an appearance in 
print hereafter, with their regular progreſſion, alſo 
the London, and other performers, &c. &c. 1 
will, by way of a Sandwich, hak for a few-mmutes 
_ refreſhment, and preſent the reader with our York 
Moodfull's opinion, relative to the high promiſe 
to the public at large, from that Lady's pteahng 
and extenſive abilities. After an Enlogium on 
her repreſentation of Monimia and Roſalind, he 
ſayz—* of her delivery of Collins's whe -— the 

8 e eee 
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Paſſions we know not hew to ſpeak, it was ſo 
iruly perfect. We have heard it given before 
from a performer on the York ſtage with unuſual 
effect; by ONE we are certain Mrs. EamT&n has - 
obſerved. We do not hefitate to preſent our 
readers with the following elegant lines from 


the pen of a gentleman, to whom the won lo)? 
is indebted for many maſterly effuſions; 'and 
whoſe ſentiments may juſtly be applied to Mrs. 
Eſt en. n 8 e VH 
BENEATH a fad and filent made, 
Afflicted POETRY was laid; © -— 
The ſhepherd train, the virgin choir, . 
No longer liſtened to her lyrf e; 
But all netzlected and alone, 
He 88 —_—_— $..:- 
9 2 Vr "2648 $4 ; 21 re $54 ' A : 
No Nibhein ale Gs there to reft , ET. 3 
The fadin Ven VVV nt Adonis -- 4 Jong 
N of ter qutaclesx/' 1 Os 
And if perchance ſhe ſought delight, © © 


It was amid the 


gloom of night; „„ 
It was to hear the feteech-owl's rr 
Or whiſtling whirlwinds rend the K)) © |, 
To pour her melancholy firain, © - 
And catch a pleaſure from the pain. 1 Ae 
EsTzn beheld her haggard ar, ns; 
At twilight as ſhe wander'd there, 9 a 
And felt the ſympathetic. wae' . 
That Taſte and Genius ever know. 
Then eager ſought the City's throng, © 
To vindicate the force of Song= g- 
She choſe an Ode oivinely wild,” 
Wrote by the Muſe's fav'rite child; 5 
From Cor.tins was the magic lar, © 
That ſubject paſſions all obey. e 


wh 8 : ] 
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And ftill implor'd him to rehearſe, 

And own'd the thrilling pow'r of Verſe. 

O, thon, ſweet Bard! who now may'ſt be 

A ſhadow fleeting oer the fea, | 

A vapour on the morning roſe, _ 
A whiſp'ring wind at ev'ning's cloſe ;— 
Or if thy ſpirit love to dwell © 
A while within the vi'let's bell, 
Then in beatitude of change, 
From ſtar to ſtar exulting range, 
Live in the luſtre of the day, 

Or float upon the lunar ray, _ f 
Or rapt' rous join the hallow'd voice. _ 
Where endleſs Sera him rejoice. f 

3 O! Corrins? whatſo&er thou art, 

_— Deign, deign to bleſs thy EsTzN's heart 

. A portion of thoſe joys revell, 

Which ſure ſhe well deſerves to feel! 


% Of the perſon of Mrs. Es TAM we will ven. Jew 
ture to ſay, that it is truly captivating 3 that ſheſW, 
is happy in the diſpoſition of it, a1 L mult ac · N 28e 


knowledge; bleſſed with a ſet of features un-W fd. 
commonly lovely and expreſſive; a voice at once gebt 
powerful and plaintive, cheerful and mellow: of 
her merit, as far as we are able to judge from 
what we have hitherto ſeen, is nearly equal in 
the grave and in the gay—and yet, wonderful 10 e, 
relate! with all theſe perfections ſhe is ſcarcely ? 


OI © 


= Ke ort 
N [i known in London, and, as we are informed, not bon 
1 | 4 » » . : | Fa 

[ . even engaged there. e ed l 
| „%%% or TE 9 the 
„ Mr. Foote all that ſeaſon continued every ac g. 
4 of civility in his power; bis table was my conſtant I c | 
1 reſort (when not engaged) either at South End, lon 


or at his lodzings in town; for the Hay-Market 
. | bo VET RE theatre, 
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theatre, thied,” was on a ſmaller _ ſcale, and the 


dwelling houſe in Suffolk-ſtreet, did not apper- 


tain as now to the theatre. I ſuppoſed he judged 


it his intereſt to be on terms, and I was ſuperior” 
to any ill treatment, being in fact the richeſt 


man of the two: I was getting money perpe- 


tually, did not owe a ſhilling, and was in poffeſſ- 
hon of ſome hundreds, therefore was an indepen- 
dent gentleman. Mr. Foote now and then got a 


great deal of money, which was ſoon expended ;. 


the theatre only by permiſſion from the Lord 


Chamberlain during pleaſure, and he owed many 
hundreds; nay, even at laſt, I am afraid, I re- 
late a truth w en! affirm, his funeral was at Mr. 
ſewell's expence; for notwithſtanding his in- 


come from Mr. Colman was not leſs than ſixteen 
hundred a-year, beſides profits on the nights he 
ated, yet J have been informed he had not ef- 
fects dy any means equal to the payment of his. 
debts. It ſhocks me to have related an account 
of ſo many ſtage ſtruck geniuſes of birth and ta- 
lents, that have fallen a ſacrifice to grinning po- 
vetty, and incurred neglect and ignominy with _ 
po incomes. Pray God to allot me à more 
ortunate finale, be its ſtate ment appointed for LY 


longer or a ſhorter date. 


But to proceed with a more particular account 


of our Haymarket ſeſſions I gained ground with 
the audience weekly: my benefit was fixed on 


the 2cth of Auguſt, on which night Frevived the 
Rehearſal, and acted Ba yes the houſe overflowed | 
from every part—no ſuch, <9 5 the whole, ſeas 
ſon. MI. N 4 was in- Ital; „and 2K not Sl 7 
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ed Bayes. for ſome cats. By - imitation of 
Holland in the following lines — 


1 
How ſtrange a captive am I grown of late? 
| Shall Laccuſe my love? or blame my fate? 
My love Inne: That is to divine! | 
And againſt fats what mortal dares fepine? 


had ſuch a ſudden effect, that Mr. Churchill who | 
fat in a balcony with the late Lucy Cooper, after | 
laughing to a very violent degree, moſt yoci- 
terouſly encored. the ſpeech, which was echoed | 
by the whole voice of the theatre, and comphed 
with by me of courſe with great pleaſure, M.. 
Churchill ſaid, that be was convinced I was 
not à mimic's mimic, for the imitations were 
ER. my own. — He alſo. encored my mock 
hornpipe, which was a reſemblance of the man- 
ner of ſtage-daneing. The whole play went off 
with uniyerſal ſatisfaQtion, and 1. was highly 
delighted. Mr. Foote that night was not pleaſed, 
but rather chagrined at my good -fottune :— 
theſe things will happen, and ſtage minds in 
general are ſooner irritated. and hurt than any 
other ſet of peoples; but a theatre is the temple 
3 and Vanity and Enyy are its conſtant | 
fehdents. 9 VVV f . 
The farce on my benefit was the, Mayor of 
Garratt, in which Mr; Foote of courſe played his 


WM E166 an 
MN. Mendez, a Jew and an appraiſer in Bon- 
ſtreet, was the treaſurer that ſeaſon.: On his hene, 

e he requeſted me jt, 

Bayes, which zi, 


ol 


r 
granted :—he had a full 


£peat the -charaRter. of | 
a 
5 | houſe, | 


alſo ſent to my aid a full troop of horſe: they had 
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houſe, and the gomedy received additional eredit. 
I had very near been deprived of the play, as Mr. 
Foote's theatre at that time merely conſiſted of 3 
few trumpery ſcenes, no wardrobe but ſuch as 
was hired from Mr. Barber's in Monmouth- 
ſtreet : and as te ſtage properties, they were leſs 

known there than in the moſt diſtant ruſtic com : 
pany that ſcoured the country round. I was 
quite out of favour at Drury- ane, ſo had no 
hopes of affi ſtance from that quarter: but Mrs, 
Rich, on application being made to her, ſupplied 
me with thunder, lightning, earth, moon, and ſun; 


been well trained, were very quiet, and of a great 
age; were never turbulent, though ſometimes 
troubled with headſtrong wanton riders. It was a2 
cuſtom for the gentleman and his lady, Who were 
proprietors of the Haymarket theatre, to reſerve a 
box for themſelyes, of which they kept the key. 


I ſenta card. the week of my benefit requeſting the 
| favoyr of that box, as all the others were diſpoſed | 


of: Avery rude refuſal was ſent back; at which 
time Mr. Ruſpini, now of Pall-Mall, and ſome 
gentlemen were with me, and complaining of not 
being able to procure any box whatever. On my 
receiving an uncivil anſwer, I ſaid, Damn this 
Mrs. Proprietor! it would ſerve her ill-natured 


- 


ſpleen right to break open the door and fill the 

box.” The hint was no ſooner given than ſeri- 
ouſly taken and put into practice; for as ſoon as 
the doors were opened a large party paid, and fing- 
ing every place was taken, except the Proprictor's, 
which the box-keeper aſſured them could not be 
opened on any pretext whatever, eren 5 

N burſt. 
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burſt this old lock and filled the whole: box, nor 
had the turnkey of the Receſs rhetoric ſufficient to 
have the leaſt effect, for ex poſtulation did not ſig- 


nify ; ſo they remained ſole maſters, and fat in tri- 


umph till near ſeven, when the play was going to 
begin; at which inſtant up came a limb of the 
law, no leſs a perſonage than Mr. George Gar- 


rick, eſcor ting the Lady Proprietreſs with a large 
party gratis, 'who ſummoned the garriſon to ſur- 


render and be treated as priſoners of war; but 
they were as obſtinate as Turks, and determined 
to defend the citadel ſword in hand. The Lady 
Proprietreſs was aſtoniſhed at the rudeneſs com- 
„ mitted, and inſiſted on her privileged right; then 
ttied angry and ſoothing words; but neither her 
- - perſuaſive eloquence nor the authority of Mr. 


George Garrick, aided by John Doe and Richard 
Roe of Weſtminſter- Hall, with all their united 
proweſs, could by any means avail. The poſſeſ⸗ 


ſors of the inſide works defended their intrench- 


ment from any breach, and they only in exultat ion 


laughed, and told Geo. Garrick if himſelf and 
party would pay a crown per head they ſhould be 


admitted, not otherwiſe. It cannot be imagined 
that it was an eaſy matter to extract coin from a 
lawyer's pocket, conſequently the Lady, George 


Garrick, and party, finding it ineffeQual by 
| ſtaying in the box paſſage, retreated in diſgrace, 


but denounced vengeance on Wilkinſon. For 


my own part I chuckled at the adventure, not ſo 
much for the trifling pecuniary advantage 1 had 


gained, but at that time I ſhould have diſliked the 


curious Garrick's party gratis over my head more 


than any other. Next day the enraged lady 


N. 
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waited on r. Foote” (who loved miſchief ana 


deſpiſed his landlady), where ſhe gave an ample 
ſcope to her anger, and repeated” her wrongs: 
but Mr. Foote told her it was \impoſhble to pre- 
vent what had happened; as to the improper 
conduct reſpecting the box, he could only ſay 
he was ſorry for her diſappointment; and as to 
Mr. Wilkinſon's rudeneſs he wiſhed to excuſe'it, 
but he had not ſufficient authority to whip him 
for his fault, and there the matter reſted, ending 


ANGIE advantage; for I muſt mention 


that the year following the lady herſelf ſent per- 
miſſion for me to let her box to any particular 
friend of mine, if the boxes were ſo taken as to 
make ſuch permiſſion neceſſary. on my benefit 


nl Ne. ien; Fase , BET ee” 00S 
Bay in September (as is cuſtomary), on the 
approach of the royal theatres opening, we fi- 
niſhed” our ſummer's campaign, which ended 
gloriouſly, not a little aided by the aſſiſtance of 
our militia Major Sturgeon. ) + 8 © BO 
The night of my departure, when I went to re- 
ceive my 'bleffing and take leave of my mother, 
ſhe had ſunk her ſpirits ſo low with the ſtrong 
prognoſtic of her departing from this life, that ſhe 
had been obliged to retire to bed; and her feelings 


«ere ſo affeQionately ſtrong, ſhe could only r. 


brace, kifs, and bedew me with her tears, and 
inarticulately ſay, O Tate | my dear ſon 1 I 


ſhall never ſee you more.” Her words were in- 


deed truly prophetic, and from that awful and di- 


ſtreffing moment -I will relieve my reader and 


myſelf from the ſenſation which muſt occur 
| departed heavily, but got into the carriage and 


_ proceeded <4 


2 Manos or 


procecded immediately for propd Salop, known 
better by the title of Sbrewſhur ß. 
Mr. Whitley was- manager of that company, 


and a man well known as an extraordiaary cha- 


raQer of oddity. and rudeneſs in his traſſic with 
actors and aQrcfſes for his imaginary deminions, 
which domaine were. here to-day and gone to- 
morrow. At that place the facerious, the witty, 
the generous, the good Chace Price, of revered 
memory to all who. knew him, was appointed 
commander of the Shropſhire militia, which had 
not been embedicd (as I was informed) during the 
whole war which had then providentially ceaſed, 
till the month of QA, 1763, owing to ſome diſpuie 
and diſguſt with the inhabitants of that county, 
who had univerſally judged their young I 
uſed, as they had ſome years before this mentioned 
period thought themſelves highly injured by ge- 
yernment, as they had raiſed @ regiment for home 
_ defence; truſting on that pledge of honour which 
was broke in a cruel manner, as they were march- 
ed off to the ſea coaſt, were there ſurpriſed, 
forced on board tranſports, and ſent ta the ladies, 
and all ſpoken of as creditable farmers ſons. 
That obſtacle, as the ſtories of the day went, was 
given 38 the reaſon why the Shropſhire regiment 
had not been raiſed in common with thoſe ef the 
other counties, and all theſe diffi culties had not 
dern overeame till October 1763. Shrewſbury, 
to all who know that ſpot, I need nat ſay is ſur- 
rounded, by; a maſt pleaſing country: Captain 
Plume ſpeaks: well of it in the Recruiting Officer, 
and the Raven lan or Tavern therein mentioned 
I believe to this day je dla dareunus nud fe 
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able houſe ef relort, I added in that ton with 
Mr. Whüley's company fix of ſeven ni 


fora 


clear benefit, | which was my firſt point for ſtrik- | 


ing at, and it proved very lucrative; but I ever 
worked- like a horſe at a mill to deſetve m 
gagement, whether in town or country. 
benefit was appointed, at my deſine, on Mon 
October 3. Phat day I b. 


Fen- 


My 


beg the reader will no- 


tice was the firſt day of the militia“s afſembling, 
and what was really extraordinary, happened on 
the annual fair for catile at Shrewſbury; and it 


is no more ſtrange 


than true that they were to 
aſſemble in the market : place. The clouds ap- 
proved it not, for it was as dreadful-and!' ra 


iny a 


morning as ever poured upon the earth; the 


. pavement rattled with the burſts of heavy rain 


and hail, accompanied with thunder and light. 
ning. The officers judged it prudent to file off, 


and the 
followed at the ve 


young cackling recruits from inflint 73 
ry time the oxen, cows, ſheep, 
horſes, &c. were muſtering for the fair, and 


with:the variety of collected captains, ſerjcants, 
country bumpkins, &c. it oceaſioned un uncom- 
mon tumult, noiſe, and diſtreſs to thoſe con- 
cerned without doors, but to the ſpetators who 
were fo happy as to poſſeſs a warm room'with - 

a good caſement, it afforded a very whimfical 
morning's view, from the apparent ridiculeus 


diſtreſs of: the various parties inter woven of 


men and beaſts, & cc. as the oxen ran helter 
ſkelter: amidſt the ſoldiers, populace, . 
benefit bill of 
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The laſt night, Monday, Odoober 3. 1763, E 
The Rehearſal: Bayes, Me. Wilkinſon. - End by 
of the: play, by particular dire, the principal 
ſeene from the new farce called The Mayor of ba 
Garratt; the character of Major Sturgeon (of M. 
the Weſtminſter militia) by Mr. Wilkmſon: 
alſo a ſcene from the Orators; Peter Paragraph, the 
by Mr. Wilkinſon; with the farce of the Citizen: 
Young Philpot, Mr: Wilkinſon .—Surely J gave ng 
them envi for their money, whatever it might 
want in quality. The * houſe was crowded in 
every part, particularly the ſtage, by gentlemen 
for want of room in the front of the houſe: 
The officers of the new militia: were all there, 
and at their head the ever- entertaining Chace 
Price, whom I Tejoiced to ſee : he had ſent me 
a compliment at noon (being my benefit) ; and 
was between the acts in great ſpirits, chatting 
with me and others. At the end of the comedy 
of the Rehearſal he deſired to wiſn Mr. Bayes 
good night, as he found himſelf much fatigued 
with his journey, and expected a ſevere bout the 
next day with the bottle at the meſs where he 
was prefident ; he ſaid he would get a good 
night's reſt, having travelled from x re. to 
 -Shrewſbury without going to bed. On his de- 
parture I retired to dreſs for the new = of 
Major Sturgeon (the reader will obſerve. that 
farce was not then in print.) On my appear- 
ance behind the ſcenes as the Major, I thought 
the countenances of ſeveral of the — did 
not augur a pleaſing aſpect to my intended 
performance; but not ſuppoſing any: vialeat 


| anger could 8 an without a ſufficient 
i cauſe, +2 


as it might be about there, in order to poſſeſs 
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cauſe, hoped I ſhould be made. ample amends, 


by the ſmiling faces and laughing checks in front 
of the theatre. But the new commanders not 
having been at that juncture in London, when 
Mr. Foote's Mayor of Garratt was acting, they 
knew nothing of its faſhionable ton there, or if 
they did, would not allow that as a. ſufficient 
plea for them as men of valour, why. they ſhould 
not reſent an injurious affront, from what they 
looked on as an unjuſtifiable and intentional © 


inſult ; they therefore one and all preſſed ſo hard L 


and cloſe together at the firſt wing where I was. 
to make my entrance, as to prevent the poſſibility 
of gaining admittance on the ſtage 3, and had 15 
not Roger the Bumpkin, ſervant to the Juſtice, 
Sir Jacob Jollup, cricd out on the ſtage, “ Pray 
ye gentlemen, pray ye, let Major Fiſti come to 
viſit my maſter,” they aQually would not haye _ 
ſuifered me W i Tut Bon enatcibos ſhame, 
and the hiffing of the audience, I was at jak 
(but not without much difficulty) permitted to 
enter; and 1 yerily believe had they not ſo 
pointedly marked: their indignation, the bulk _ 
of the heerers would have paſſed the ſecret over . 
as incomprehenſible ; but ſuch a remarkable 
and violent contempt offered to me was'*eafily 
perceived by them, and once conceived, their 
ideas ſwiftly: communicated like gunpowder, 
when I came to the paſſage where Major Sturgeon 
relates to the Juſtice P? 
„ On we marched, the men all in high ſpirits, 
« to attack the gibbet where Gardel is hanging; 
* but turning down a narrow lane to the left, 


. 


25 n *© a pigs 
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©a pi 38 WES that we might ihe the .galloys 
e in flan an dat W events ſecure. a retreat, 
« who' odd come by but a drove of fat oxen 
60 for Smithfield. The drums beat in the front, 
« the dogs barked in the rear; the oxen ſet up a 
By are on they came thundering bes us, 
robe through our ranks in an in ſtant, and 

cc th rew the ate corps into confuſion.” | 
; oy reader, confider, that however outr# and 
idicul ous this ſpeech. from fancy. was farmed, 
Yy "the a hor Mr. Foot ez the whole eirgum⸗ 
1 fimi rity ppened that Bit, day 
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fm i be qudicpee. ene poraifion or w to 
| din tue Maier: - SHR. t took 
« bright, away he ſcoured over the heath. That 


gallant commander ſtuck both his ſpurs into 


3 - flagk, and for ſome time held by tis mane ; 
4 but in croſſing a ditch, the horſe reared vp 
<& his. head, gave the Major a dovſe in 2 


N « chops, and threw that gallant commander 


into a ditch;ngar the Powder Mills.” 

The officers were jngenſed. to. ſuch a degree 
that they left the theatre in dudgeon, 11 
vengeance. When I was undreſſed, and pre- 
pared to go to my own lodgings, I had informa- 
tion that a ſerjeant with five or fix ſoldiers 
were in waiting with orders, not only to 'beat 
unmereifully, but to duck poor Major Sturgeon 
in the ciyer : ſo inſtead of being gh Ri 


in TRY ſequence, 
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lighted _— 1885 Tins Mens ff 1 


Plies and A Mrs. ;ewis bel 177 yy he 
account of 'the "houſe. to be brought there” anc 
ſettled. Mr. Littlebale, a friend of mine, well 
known at Shrewſhury, was there. He was alſo 
intimate with ace Het Sir Francis Bela. 
&c. Dame Price e {my tr apy Wen at Fork 


mouth, in 175 57) ſcore 1 . th 1 
kitchen had an entrance on each fide of th 
houſe.” "She had d undeft 85 as my old a acquaint- 


ance to look "we t to my hd, al doors, an nd 


with an Age e ye 7 WA s hong 
fight; "white 5 Rasten f takin 
oncy was t op Fi ese article 


for real Kings asel, en et Ane g entle 
and fine” lat Sony bo * 1839 15 * 
much anxie dect aug ſpicio a bene 

rib eB F. 


to be as well guarded as the Bank of Eng 
when threatened with conflagration and a riot. 


Any gentleman. who-halds half an bour's noon» | 


con verſation wih an aſtor in the country, 


muſt; bave obſerved. the following : remarks: and 
anſwers—Tbe. houſe en ſuch a; weght was nt 
well counted. Such a-might: the bſ mat vet _ 

' gathered. Ihe cheebs tuera not rig bi. 


— Qne. of 
door -keepers | was: ſeen te let: ur: F e e 


taking. any; money. Anuatber door-keeper took fie 


ſhillings 3, but returned tuo to prove bits honeſty: 


Theſe ſayings are often without foundation, oy 
but I am afraid at times are known to be tes 
true. 80 Mrs. Price's. inſpection into the deeds 
of - the Ins with thinking eyes, 2 


trul y 
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he ſaid, that the ofſicers beſpeaking a play with 
his name at the head would be 'of' ſervice, he 
would exert all his "intereſt. I told him the 
accidental affray the night before dwelt on 
my mind with very diſagreeable refleQions, as 


is 


* * F * 


he „ 
284 M EMOIRS oF 


After my inere 


11 
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the conſequence might have proved dangerous: 


As 
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bad As to the play the next night, 1 deſired it ; might, 
xclow be underſtood 1 had no advantage from it, nor 
cers, I would 1 receive any; but as it 7 ſertainly 
o the I ſerve the company, I aęcępted as a 
nſon; compliment, and my 1 1005 crening La 


door to me,” and ordered the | 
their Recruiting: Officer, as TE 
Aft; but, ee oY I woull 


me; 4h on my di ining Pry him at = - 
Raven on that e T. made my compli-, 
ments in retutn, and aſſured him. 1 would. „ 
his ſummons with. infinite 'pleaſure,... 1 
that day a little after my. time, 2) fault I h 


been okten told of; but on his leſt 7 as WE * 


the upper end of he table, the bead ſeat ha 
been purpoſely reſerved for me, and the appa- 
rent intimacy and reſpect he honoured me with, 


the wrong box, by the & Th they wiſhed 
to have ſhewn the player, dinner was 
good; the wine was good ; but Chace oY 
was ſuperior to both. Mirth. went round, en- 
joying the feaſt of friendſhip, and N flow of 
ſoul. Singing was mentioned; Chace Price. 
ſaid "hh 

for as his friend Wilkinſon was going. to leave 
dhrewſbury-in a few days, without- one, he ſhould, 
be imperfect and forget his. part, and begged: 


= 


made the' officers. tare and think. they were in 
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had a FR efit ;, but at the rooms, de- 
bad good e mol, "No . one 
occaſion wards of ot, that 1 ever at. 
tended Cheſter x8 ie for. emolument of 
any kind Never?” 
that place, did occafionally, as opportunity of- 
fered, try the experiment, as 1 went to and fro 
ſo frequently. ; 8 
Barry gave me a ſum and my "Baker, to be 


7 clear of all expences, when J chole to take, it, 


| ſo there* needed little invitation to induce me 
to fit t my. good * ublin friends. — And T ſhould 
no fe) joice could 1 change that diſagreeable 
part o conveyance thither, the ſea voyage; 
but indeed I' Would be making ſo many ex- 
curſions to Ireland, was that obſtacle removed, 
that I ſhould be ruined with poſt - chaiſe hire; 
ſo I muſt be contented like Panglos, and per- 


ſuade myſelf. all is for the bet. I went over in 


a dreadful ſtorm; they talked of cutting the 


| horſes throats ; I really thought they would have 


kicked the ſhip's fides into the ſea : However | 


the voyage was with difficulty © accompliſhed, 
and when on ſhore my gratitude and dangers 


were tov ſoon. forgot. Nhen I was well re- 
freſhed I waited on the attractive Mr. Barry, 


with whom all was ſoon ſettled, for his manners 
were irreſiſtable. My firſt appearance was fixed 


on for Bayes, 51 was to be as ſoon as the 
play could be got ready. In the courſe of the 


firſt weck, having an idle morning, I judged it 
would be pleaſant, reſpectful, and "right, to 
 fretch a walk to viſit my old friend We 
Macklin, who then lived at the upper part of 

W e ;  Drvincondra-Lane, 


15 Ar. 4 : 


ut being frequently at 
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de- 

zone and almoſt in the country; though perllaps 
r_at- W that ſtreet at chis time is fituated in the middle 
nt of W of Düdlin, av the village of Marybone is in 
y at W the city of Weſtminſter. After my ratitat' at 

y of- the door, a lazy ſervant at length opened it. 

d fro . (ſervants in general there are by no means ſo 


alert as in England. ——1 inquired" if Mr. Mack- 
lin was at home:? He anfwered, No, Sit, in- 


| imentz; Mr. Wilkinſon! from' England,“ 
zould ut had not gone many yards on my return 
cable before the: ſaſh. ; 5 the dining-room window 
age; was thrown” ſwiftly” up, and Mir. Macklin, in 
ex- his red n ight<cap, fend cried out, „ Wilkin- 
Ved, ſon! Wilkinſon ! Lam at home f I am at home! 
hire; come back, I. want to ſee you.“ I returned on 
per- the ſudden invitation,” the door was opened, 


and up ſtairs I mounted; was efcorted” into 


have terech than inſtead of Mr. Macklin” ſolus as I 
yever expected behind the door (which opened in- 
ſhed, ward) ſtood Mr. Moffop' erect, with a ſword 
ngers by his ſide; and in fall dreſs. After the uſudl 
re- ſalptations and obſervations on the weather; 
arry, and how all went om in England, &c. po 
ners Moſſop ſaid grandly, he was very happy in 

fixed baving that opportunity of meeting me, as he 
s the wanted to mention ſuek propoſals for his theatre 
f the for the ſeaſon as OS certain 3 meet 
ed it with my approbation, fot they wou own to 

, to me moſt" eligible; agreeable; and Nied profit= 
Mr. able. - Mr. - Macklin urged” the matter as his 
rt of VoL. II. e 


* 


Dtumeondra, Lane; the very out · ¶eirt of Dublin, ps 


dee; he is not“ I left a card and my com. 


the dining: room, Where I had no ſooner” en- 


advice 


* 


i 
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advice for the good of us both, and. ſaid; he was 


willing, on his part, to contribute all in his 


power to add to the propoſed union, and for 
the general good. Mr. Macklin was at that 
time engaged with Mr. Moſſop. I was ſo cir- 
cumſtanced as impelled me to declare myſelf 
- obliged to Mr. Moſſop for his offer, but was 


under the neceflity honeſtly to tell him it was 
then too late. I had come over to Dublin not 


_ poſitively engaged it was true: I had received 


in England letters from Mr. Jefferſon . firſt, 


then from Mr. Barry while at Cheſter, but 
had not entered into actual agreement till 
three days previous to that preſent one; ſo 
that I had ſigned and ſealed, and the matter 


was irrevocable. Mr. Macklin pauſed, looked 


diſappointed and ſorry.Moſſop breathed hard, 
rolled his eyes, and ſnuffed the air; ſpoke not, 


looked not, ſmiled indignant, and with reſent⸗ 


ment put his hand on his ſword ; his eyes looked 


terror; all was ſunk in filences I judged it 


very improper haſtily to depart, and he ſeemed 
determined not to move and leave me with 
Mr. Macklin. I was really in a puzzling ſitu- 
ation, being actually engaged with company 


at four o'clock at the worthy Cornelius Kellys 


in Capel-ſtreet, who was then beloved and 
known by every body, and I believe is yet 
living, and muſt be a ſurpriſing age. However, 


I ſat at Macklin's till five, when looking ſud- 
denly at my watch I ſeemed much ſurpriſed 


at the time having paſſed ſo ſwiftly ; that 1 had 
ſtrangely and rudely forgot myſelf, as I was 
1 ee Oye oe 


1 
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an hour beyond the time of my engagement in 
Capel-ſtreet, and made my. bow of departure; 


when Mr. Moſſop roſe up ſuddenly and faid, 


« Sir, I wiſh to attend you.” On crofling the 
channels, which were remarkably dirty, he of- 
fered me_ his hand very politely, then ſuddenly 
walked on for the ſpace of five or ſix minutes, 
when after a tragic ejaculation he ſtopped and 


ſaid, „“ Sir | Mr. Wil—kin—ſon! how do you 
dare to live, Sir ?““ Why, Sir, I do not think 


it ſtrange my daring, but liking to live, having 


ſuch plentiful tables where I am daily made 


welcome in Dublin with ſuch a number of re- 


ſpectable friends.”—* Sir,” ſaid Moſſop, you 
are going to play in Crow-ſtreet theatre with 
Barry, Sir, —and, Sir, I will run you through 
the bo- dy, Sir, if you take the liberty to attempt 
my manner by any mimicry en the ſtage. You + 
muſt” promiſe me, Sir, on your honour you. 
will not dare to attempt it: If you break that 
promiſe, Sir, you cannot live; and you, Mr. 
Wil—kin—ſon, muſt die—as you muſt meet 
me the next day, and I fhall kill you, Sir.“ — ! 


told him it was impoſſible to comply with that 


his mandate, as his threats would of courſe. 


from neceflity and policy have a contrary effect 


than what he expected, as by entreaty he would 
have been more likely to have carried his point: 
ſor if it once came to be known how he bad 


worked upon my fears, there would not be a 


carpenter or dreffer- in the Dublin theatre but 


would kick me; and as J eſteemed Mr. Moſſop 


as a "gentleman and as an actor of the firſt 


- 
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eminence on any ſtage, if he inſiſted on the 
diſpute being ſeriouſly terminated, it would be 
my ultimate wiſh, my omnium, to have an 
affair of honour with him in preference to any 
other gentleman whatever, on account of his 


theatrical conſequence; as if I was fortunate it 


would deter many from being impudent, and 
if 1 fell in battle it muſt be with eclat, as it 
would be by the hand of ſo celebrated a tra- 
gedian. The coolneſs and ſerious manner, 
blended with ironical humour, with which 1 
delivered that ſpeech to Moſſop, abſolutely 


ſtaggered him with ſurpriſe, as inſtead of the 


crouching he expected, there was an apparent 
calmneſs, ſteadineſs, and determination in what 


T ſaid. At laſt he ſpoke the following words : 


* You dare not take me off, Sir; or if you do, 
dare not to take me off more than a little 3 if you 
do more, Sir, you ſhall dic.”—He then in- 
ſtantly departed as majeſtic as the ghoſt of 
. Cœſar. 1 very ſwiftly poſted and wiſhed 
or wings to fly to Capel-ſtreet, where I was 
in good Engliſh and Iriſh well leQured, with- 


out any opportunity for a long time of making 


any defence; but when breathing-time allowed 
a poſhbility for me, the culprit, to make any 
vindication, and requeſting à fair trial and a 
benevolent jury, and relying on the laws of 


the country for an honourable and juſt exa- 
- mination, though at that time under ſevere 
condemnation z yet truſting I might be indulged 


with a candid hearing in my own juſtification, 


1 was not only liſtened to, but moſt honourably 


acquitted, 
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ths acquitted;'and with great approbation; for Moſ- 
be ſop's pride was ſo well known that they enjoyed 
- his mortification : and, bleſſed be God, my vera- 


Any city was ſo well believed, that though the dinner 
his was ſpoiled, (a material circumſtance againſt me,. 
te it and to the feelings of each craving ſtomach) we 
and had a moſt remarkable cheerful day. When the 
as it evening grew late, Mrs.“ Wilſon, a ſiſter of Mrs. 
tra- Kelly's, who lived as a companion from her child- 
ner, hood with the late Dowager Lady Granard, ſaid 
h I to me, Come, Tate, you have been uncommon: - 
my good company to day; I will not have either chair 
tne | 


or coach, for I want you as my guard from Capel- 


rent ſtreet to-Stephen's Green; which is near the di- 
what | ſtance from St. Clement's church to Soho-ſquare: 
rds: in London. We ſet off on our parade, as ſne 
I do, ſeemed determined to walk, it being moon- light, 
you and the ſtreets alſo. well lamped, though a coach 


or chair was as eaſy to command as in any part 
of London. She often halted as if not well, and: 
iſhed ſaid ſhe had ſomething to tell me: I urged her 
Was often to inform me: what had ſo apparently af- 


vith- feed her ? ſhe anſwered ſhe would ſatisfy my in- 
king quiries if I would firſt eſcort: her to Lord Forbes's 
owed in Stephen's Green. I perceived her as walking 
any up Dawſon-ſtreet particularly agitated, and when 


1d a eroſſing the walk of Stephen's Green (the St. 1 
s of James's Park of Dublin for Promenade) ſhe com - 
exa- plained of being ill, and begged to ſit down on 


evere one of the benches, which I complied with; and 


alged after much apparent ſorrow ſhe ſaid,; ©: My dear 


tion, Tate, faith you have been ſo lively and entertain I 
7 ing this day, and made. ſo many of my. friends 
tied, WERE 8 SE 


happy 
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happy to ſee you in ſuch great ſpirits, you muſt 
have noticed ſurely every perſon's care and kind 
attention to you as more than common, though 
they are your ſincere and good well wiſners; and 
not being by any means willing to diſturb the 
pleaſant party at my fiſter's, I put on a pleaſing. 


countenance with an aching heart of ſorrow, thete- 


fore the lot of conveying ill news is reſerved for 


me.“ She then burſt into tears and ſaid, . My 
dear Tate, 1 have received a letter from your 


mother's deareſt well-wiſher, Lady Forbes, truly 
lamenting the loſs of her agreeable intimate 


friend and old acquaintance, - your dear and re- 


vered mother, with whom ſhe has known many 
happy days. Her Ladyſhip de ſired me to aſſure 
- you, Tate, that every attendance a perſon of the 


higheſt rank could have required had not been 
wanting to relieve, aid, and ſupport her tottering 


impaired ſtate of health.” —Her Ladyſhip had 
added, that ſhe would herſelf have been at the 


expence of 2 for me, but that my mother 
had thanked Lady 


orbes for the favour, and ſaid, 


as my ſeeing her agonies could only affli t her 


ſon, and would add tb her own pangs; without 


anſwering any purpoſe, ſhe eſteemed it as a 
_ blefling from God that Tate was at a diſtance 
inſtead of being preſent ; at the ſame time im- 
ploring every benediQion on her fon's head from 
the Almighty, and declaring. that her off-fpring 
had bchaved nobly in his allowance for her com- 


forts of life; and to add to his expences, or im- 
bitter his mind with ſorrow, would prevent that 
peaceful exit to God, which ſhe did not dread, but 
e . approached 


= 
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approached with reverence and hope; awfully re- 
lying on his all-gracious mercies, and ſhe felt con- 
ſolation in her quitting this earthly abode of ſor- 
row: That I was then under the patronage of my 
Dublin wonderfully good friends, and that ſhe in 
her ſon's proſperity had 1NHER1TED the utmoſt 
wiſhes and buildings of her fancy. Lady Forbes 
honoured me fo far as to take every care of: the 
funeral, &c. herfelf. My mother requeſted, if it 
might be granted without any extraordinary ex- 
pence, to be laid in the vault of the Savoy Cha- 
pel, where my father had ſo many years been 
a miniſter; but the Rev. Mr. Wilmot, then 
my father's ſucceſſor, refaſed the grant, unleſs the 
expenſive fees were complied with, which my good 
mother had prohibited being acquiefeed with on 
any account, as ſhe thought her huſband, who had 
ſo long been minifter, and a grace and honour to 
the pulpit as a preacher, her having an elder ſon 
and two daughters in that vault, humanity, cha- 
rity, pity, and religion, might have granted a wife 
and mother, of moſt amiable and virtyous cha- 
racer in every true ſenſe of the word, ſuch a boon: 
but to the ſhame of the miniſter, Chriſtianity, 
and common feeling, it was denied; and ſhe 
was decently, ' and truly mournfully- attended 
by teſpectable perſons, and ſuch true friends as 
were not aſhamed to pay a tribute to a woman of 
as good qualities as ever exalted or honoured Hu- 
man Nature. Were it poſſible a religious and 
amiable mind could procure happineſs for another 
in this world, my mother's true prayers and pe- 


_ titions preſented at the High Throne of Mercy in 


* 
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m behalf would at this time, with the Almigh- 
ty's will, have made me one of the moſt: blefſe 
men in this life : But we'ſhould work ourſelves 
and not truſt to the labour of others; as the beſt 
find that ſtrait is the gate and narrow is the 
path which leads to Heaven.“ 

Mrs. Wilſon alſo delivered me a paper ele 
from Lady Forbes, wrote by my mother to the 
following effect, which I, replete with grief, thruſt 
into my pocket, being full of diſtreſs and agita- 
tion, for Nature will be Nature; but her letters 

to me at Norwich, my laſt farewel, the epiſtle to 
- Cheſter, &c. had in ſome meaſure prepared me 
for an event expected, though not ſo ſuddenly ; 


but when choaked with agony at my laſt ſeeing | 


her in London, ſhe had, ſpirit-like, awfully 
informed me ſhe ſhould never [behold me more; 
ſo that altogether they had certainly been pre- 
paratives for the greateſt loſs that can be known, 
that of an indulgent and good parent. As a fon 
T can repeat with truth that I was dutiful and 
reſpectful; but when children flight an affec- 
tionate father or mother, they not only give a 
ſtab to the parent, but open a ſluice in their own 
hearts for the admittance of every iron corroſive 


and melancholy quality, the which will to a cer- | 


tainty one day or other ſoften what was hard 
and obdurate, and make hens Pe . 1 — 
e 0 ARTIE NEL | 
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Indeed ,misfortune: ſeldom pays a viſit; alone, 
but is too often attended by a icrowded procefſho 
of ills and vexations, which anſwers one good 
purpoſe, as it, prepares the mind for ſubmiſſion 
and a proper reſignation to gait a life, which 
otherwiſe with health, attended by the gaudy 
pleaſures of the warld, Nature tugs and makes us 

owilingly ie up. oo wins wet? 
i I 12 „ ee Vr. Chaigneau's houſe in 
Abbey-ſtreet, where I then was till I ſuited myſelf. 
with a lodging to my mind, Mr. and Mrs. Chaig- 
neau being that winter at Bath. I could not reſt, 
but run over the many good acts my mother had 
done, and the many ſufferings ine had under- 
gone; but i that truly happy and glowing 
ſenſation, the inſpiration ot the Almighty, that 
told me I; had acted dutifully and right by having 
ſupplied her wants, and that her laſt years were 
by ber confeſfedly years of happineis and content, 


it reconciled, me to myſelf; and when the morn- 


ing gave 'a ſufficient light, I carneltly looked 
over the paper encloſed to me by Lady Forbes in 
my mother's hand- writing, great part of it 4s here 
MY DEAR TAT E, N 1 
% Havins ſuch frequent returns of this giddy 
« diforder in my head, though well and free from 
« any, complaint at this time, yet I muſt look 
„upon theſe ſudden attacks as moſt proper 
„ warnings that I may reſign life in ne moment, 
©< therefore leave this ſhort memorandum of my 
„% ep „ © wearing 


*% 
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« wearing apparel. I would have you divide it 
e between Mrs. Judkins and Mrs. Jack —I IN © 
% mean my common gowns, linen, and ſuch 
« as may be proper for them, at your diſcretion ; 
& alſo ſuch petticoats, cloaks, &c. as may be warm 
„ to that poor old woman, Mrs. Jack.—T have 
© nothing worth leaving to. my beſt friends; As 
6c you know them all, if any little thing will be 
« acceptable, let the offer come from you, par- 
c ticularly to Mrs. Batt, and Mrs. Hutchinſon, 
& Whether in ſickneſs or in health 1 feel no re- 
„ TuQance at quitting this world but the ſepa- 
ration from my dearly beloved Tate. —If in 
& my ſenſes my laſt breath will be imploring God's 
& bleſſings for all that is truly good to you, that 
& the ſame good Providence may {till attend you, 
“ and that you may ever be defended from all 
the evils and dangers of the world, I pray God 
© to conduct you through life; and as I am hap- 
„ py in believing you are bleſſed with an honeſt 
s good heart, ſo doubt not but you will give due 
& attention to the plain and eaſy duties of re- 
“ ligion, which will be the certain way to ſecure 
cs the favour of God both here and hereafter ; 
where may we meet to live for ever in heaven, 
„ through the merits of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
I defire no mark of folly or ridiculous pride 
4 may attend me to my bed of duſt ; plain and 
I decent as poſſible; neither any dreſſed up cata- 
s logue of virtues in the news. I am at yp in- 
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